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This invention relates to a new and useful
life saving device especially adapted for use
by aviators and passengers of aeroplanes
when flying over water in event of a forced

¥ landing in the water for the purpose of pre-
venting the drowning of the aviators and
passengers.

The object of the invention is to provide
a life saving device embodying a buoyant

O member and a compartment adapted to ac-
commodate aviators and passengers of an

aeroplane which will enable the occupants of
my 1mproved device to float on the water
until rescued by a passing steamer or the

15 Jike.

Further objects will become apparent in
the accompanying description, appended
claims and in the following drawing.

Fig. 1isa perspective view of my improved
life saving device.

Fig. 2 1s a bottom plan view thereof.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical central sec-
tional view taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary inside view there.
of, showing in particular the means of hold-
ing the door in a closed or locked position.

Fig. 5 is a detail side elevational view of
the removable cap as embodied in my im-
proved device.

0 Fig. 6 is a fragmentary central sectional
view of my improved device, showing in par-
ticular a further development thercof.

Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view taken

g5 Ontheline 7—7 of Fig. 6.

Ashere embodied my improved device com-
prises a buoyant member 10 substantially of
circular shape hollow construction and pro-
vided with a plurality of side extended ele-

40 ments 11, of hollow shape construction, hori-

zontally disposed from the main portion
thereof. The spout 12 is connected to and
extended from the buoyant member 10 for the
purpose of inflating the buoyant member

45 with air. The cap 13 is removably attached

to the spout as a means of retaining the air

in the said buoyant member.
The upper portion 14 of the buoyant mem-
ber 10 is provided with a central raised ele-

ment 15 having secured thereto a cushion 16
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1928. Serial No. 264,698,
for the purpose of providing comfortable
seating accommodations.

The cover member 17 is of hollow semi-
spherical shape construction and is secured
at its lower edge to the upper portion of the
buoyant member 10, as a means of providing
an enclosure for the buoyant member, for the
purpose of protecting the occupants of my
mproved device from the elements of the
weather.

A vent pipe 18 of tubular shape construc-
tion is secured to and extended vertically
from the upper portion of the cover member
17, as a means of permitting air for ventila-
tion purposes to enter my improved device.
The cap member 19 is hinged as at 20 to the
ugper extremity of the vent pipe 18 and is
adapted to enclose or cover the open end of the
said vent pipe. The stiff member 21 is se-
cured to the cap member and is extended
downwardly therefrom through the vent pipe
and has secured thereto at its lower free ex-
tremity a handle member 22. The latter de-
scribed construction is such as will permit the
occupants of my improved device to open or
readily and easily enclose or cover the open
extremity of the vent pipe for the purpose of
preventing rain, snow or the like from enter-
ing my improved device through the said vent
pipe.

The cap 28 is provided with a threaded por-
tion 24 adapted to removably engage in the
threaded portion 25 of the vent pipe 18.
The cap 23 has secured thereto and extended
therefrom a handle member 26, for the pur-
pose of readily removably attaching the cap
to the lower open extremity of the vent pipe
for the purpose of preventing rain or snow
from entering my improved device.

A door 27 1s hinged as at 28 to the cover
member 17 and is adapted to enclose or cover
an opening formed therein, which is adapted
to permit entrance to my improved device.
A clip member 29 is pivotally attached at one
extremity, as at 30 by a bolt or the like se-
cured to the cover member 17 in proximity
to the door 27. A second clip member 30 is
pivotally attached at one extremity to the
above mentioned holt 30 and is provided with
a free extremity 31 of hook shape construc-
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tion adapted to removably engage the hook
shape free extremity 82 of a clip member 33
pivotally attached at one extremity theerof to
the bolt 34 secured to the cover member 17.

The above described construction is such
as will permit the clip members to securely
hold the door in a closed position when en-
gaged as clearly shown In Fig. 4 and also
such as will permit the door to be opened when
the said clip members are pivotally disen-
gaged as designated by the reference nu-
merals 297, 30" and 33’.

A pneumatic whistle 35 1s secured to the
lower inner portion of the vent pipe 18 and
has connected thereto by means of the flexible
tubular member 36, a rubber hose or the like,
a bulb 37 positioned within easy reach of the
occupants of my improved device. The
above described construction is such as will
permit the occupants to Llow the whistle as a
means of providing a suitable sound signal for
the purpose of attracting the attention of
nearby persons, with a view towards rescue.

A box like structure 38 of any desired shape
or contour is secured to and horizontally dis-
posed from the vent pipe 18 directly above
the cover member 17. A flash light 39 of any
desired suitable size and capacity, and which
comprises a suitable casing adapted to hold
dry cells or dry batteries operatively con-
nected to an electric bulb suitably mounted in
a socket mounted in the said casing and pro-
vided with a snitable lens 40 Suitable elec-
trie wires 41 and 42 are operatively connected
to the above mentioned flash light battery
and are extended therefrom and has secured
thereto at their extended extremities 2 snit-
able electric light switch 43 positioned within
easy and convenient reach of the occunants
of my improved device. The flash licht 39 is
secured to the support 44 secured to the upper
portion of the cover member 17 and is verti-
cally extended therefrom partially engaging
in the structure 38. The opposite sides 45
and 46 are of semitransparent or translucent
material and may have aflixed thereto any de-
sired figures, identification insignias, such as
flags or the like.

The above described construction is such as
will permit the said flags to be illuminated for
the purpose of attracting the attention of
nearby persons with a view towards rescue.

The cover member 17 has formed therein
openings suitably covered with any desired
transparent material 47, as a means of pro-
viding visual outside investigation to the oc-
cupants of my improved device.

The cover member 17 has secured thereto as
at 49 at its lower portion a plurality of ring
members 48, adapted to provide suitable
handle members for the purpose of permit-
ting persons to board my improved device
when floating in the water.

1,733,932

A pair of flexible members 50 and 51 pref-
erably straps or the like, encircle the buoyant
member 10 and engage through loop members
52 and 53 secured to the said buoyant mem-
bers. The flexible members 50 and 51 are
provided with extended elements 50’ and 51/,
respectively, somewhat loosely suspended
therefrom by the buckles 54 and 55, respec-
tively. The above described construction is

such as will permit a person to readily seize
my improved device, or to attach same to his
body as is highly desirable when jumping
from an aeroplane into the water.

In Fig. 6, of the accompanying drawing,
T have shown receiver 56 of continuous ring
shape construction and_of channel shape
transverse section secured to the underside of
the above mentioned upper portion 14 of the
said buoyant member 10. The receiver 56 is
positioned co-axially relative to the said
upper portion 14, and is adapted to receive
and hold the ballast members 57 of ball
shape construction, having secured thereto
and extended therefrom through an elon-
aated circular slot 58 formed in the upper
portion 14, the flexible members 59. The
free upper extremities of the flexible mem-
bers 59 are provided with ring elements 60
or handles adapted to permit the occupants
of mv improved device to easily and readily
position the said ballast members as may be
most advantageous to secure the equilibrium
of my improved device in a rough sea, for the
purpose of retaining my improved device in
an upricht position. The rings frictionally
hold their positions so as to hold the ballast
as positioned.

Having thus described my invention what
T claim as new and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is:

1. In a life saving device of the class de-
scribed, a buoyant member provided with an
upper portion having a raised central ele-
ment arranged to provide seating accommo-
dations for a number of persons, a receiver
of continuous ring shape secured on the
anderside of the said upper portion, said
upper portion being provided with a circular
slot, flexible members extending thru the said
slot. rings attached on the upper ends of the
flexible members, ballast members attached
on the lower ends of the flexible members
and resting in the receiver, and said rings
frictionally hold their positions for holding
the ballast as positioned.

9. In a life saving device of the class de-
scribed, a buoyant member provided with an
upper portion having a raised central ele-
ment arranged to provide seating accommo-
dations for a number of persons, a receiver
of continuons ring shape secured on the
underside of the said upper portion, said
upper portion being provided with a circular
slot, flexible members extending thru the said
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slot, rings attached on the upper ends of the
flexible members, ballast members attached

on the lower

ends of the flexible members

and resting in the receiver.

In testimon
signature.

y whereof I have affixed my

PETER BALLAZ.



