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1 Claim.

This invention relates to catafalques and to
crnamental backgrounds therefor, the said in-

vention including a foldable base or-support which -

can be retracted in area to hold small caskets.or .

extended for holding or supporting large caskets;

and it is furthermore an object of the invention
to provide a support of this character which can
be collapsed or folded to ‘occupy comparatively
little space for transporting and storage.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-

vide a device having advantages in points of sim-

plicity and inexpensive structure.
With the foregoing
the invention ccnsists in the details of construc-~

tion, and in the arrangement and combination of
parts to be hereinafter more fully set forth and

claimed.

In describing the invention in detail, 1eference
will be had to the accompanying drawing form-
ing part of thig application, wherein like charac-

ters denote corresponding parts in the several .

views, and in which:
Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of the

foldable catafalque set up for supporting a large

casket;
Figure 2 111ust1ates a_perspective view of the
catafalque set up for supporting a small casket:
Figure 3 illustrates a sectional view on the hne
3—3 of Fig. 2;
Figure 4 illustrates a view in end elevatlon of
" the nested.sections of the catafalque;
Figure 5 illustrates a sectional view of frag-
ments of panels of the catafalque with parts in
--interengaging positions to maintain a r1g1d1ty and
stability of the structure; and
Figure 6 illustrates a sectional v1ew on the line
6—6 of Fig. 5.
In the drawing it is shown that the foldable
~ catafalgue comprises a plurality of panels 29, 39,

81, 52, 33 and 34, hinged together in sequence.
so that the panels may be folded as shown in Fig. .

4 to occupy comparatively little space for trans-
portation or storage. The end panels are hinged
to the next succeeding panels by hinges, such as
. 85 and 36 at their adjacent ends. The leaves of
the hinges are of such length as to permit the

end panels to stand at right angles to the panels

to which they are hinged so that the upper sur-
faces of the several panels will act as supports
fora casket. - The panels may be folded, as in Fig.
2, to form a short catafalque for the support of
shorter coffins: or caskets. In order that the

structure formed by the panels when set up for:

use may be sturdy, upper or top panels 37 and 38
may be hinged to the panels 23 and 34, respec-
tively, by hinges such as 39, to form the.top. of
the catafalque.
top panel 88 to the panel 34 are not shown in Fig.

1 but it is the same arrangement as that sbown'

and other objects in view,
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where the panel 37T is connected to the panel 29
in'said Fig. 1. It is shown that the edge thereof

opposite the Thinge has an angularly -disposed - '
plate 48 attached to it, the angularly disposed. -

portion of which fits into a space formed in an
engaging panel, it being shown that a plate 41 is
secured to the panel and that the angularly: dis-:

posed portion 42 of. the plate 48 extends down~- .

wardly into engagement with the inner surface
of the said plate 4i.

The panels 37 and 38 have their hmges 39 se- o

cured to a vertically disposed panel near the top
thereof, and the said panels swing vertically from:

_ the p0s1t10n in which they are shown in Fig.'1
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so that they can assume horizontal positions as
they are shown in Figs. 2 and 3, with the ends op=
posite the hinges anchored to the panel opposite .
that to which they are hinged m 2 manner.
shown in Figures 5 and 6. - E

In forming the catafalaue as shown in Flgure
2, the panels 31 and 32 remain as they are shown -
in Fig. 1 and the panel 33 with the panel 34 in
the positions they are shown in said Fig. 1- are
swung horizontally so that the panel 83 is at right
angles to the panel 32, and the panel 34 then as-

sumes a-position parallel with the panel 32 form- -

ing one-half of the support as it is shown i in Pig-
ure-Z.  The panel 39 is also swung at an angle”
to the panel 31 and the panel 29 then is parallel--

with the panel 31 forming the other half of-the = -
“support as shown in Figure 2. When. in the

foregoing positions, the pariels 31 and 38 are
swung vertically on their hinges and the inter-
locking Iatches illustrated in section, Figs..3, 5
and 6, are suitably interlocked so tha.t a r1g1d
structure results. -

The sections of the catafalque may be provided:

‘withan ornamental drapery A which will obscure -

the' structural features of the catafalque and
enhance the appearance -of the setting when a
casket rests on the catafalque. It is obvious
that the drapery may be appropriate for the
color: of the casket and it may be removably se-
cured in place in known manner, as by hooks or
other fastenings from which the drapery. Wlll be
suspended. .

T claim:

A casket supporting devme compmsmo' x:3 plu-

- rality of panels successively hinged together to

swing horizontally and having end panels, panels
hinged to and located on the inner side of said -

- end panels for swinging vertically, latches on the

55

The hinges which connect. the -

-free ends of the vertically swinging panels, latch-

ing elements on the intermediate panels coact-
ing with the latches of the vertically swinging
panels for holding the panels rigid when adjusted

to form a casket support, and drapery covering

" the sa1d panels

WALTER L. RIPLEY.




