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This invention relates to a bookbinder's case 
gauge, its prime objects are to facilitate, simplify 
and improve the efficiency of some of the opera 
tions concerned in the art of bookbinding. This 

5 art which has hitherto, to a very large extent, 
partaken of the nature of one of the strict hand 
crafts, has naturally been confronted with cor 
responding difficulties when mass production of 
books has been called for, and an object of this 

10 invention has been to greatly increase the rapidity 
Of affixing and Securing cases (or book covers) 
and also with much greater precision and ex 
actitude than has hitherto been practicable with 
the slower hand processes. 

15 The invention resides in the novel combina 
tion and arrangement of parts, as fully described 
herein. With the aid of the drawing which accom 
panies and forms a part of this application, and 
in which 

20. Fig. 1 is a plan view of the device, 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal elevation on line 2-2 

of Fig.1 and 
Fig. 3 a Cross Sectional elevation on line 3-3 

of Fig.1. 
25 The drawing indicates one preferred embodi 

ment of the invention, but is not intended to be 
limitative as regards precise details of construc 
tion except as Such may fall within the language 
and the Scope of the claims. 

30. It Will be observed that the device is in table 
form, the top Surface plate or table proper being 
divided transversely into two portions so as to 
leave a rectangular recess between them for the 
reception of the back strips. 

35 The width of this recess is made adjustable 
by longitudinal movement of one half of the 
table top. This back strip recess is also adjust 
able-longitudinally and is provided with a suit 
able vertical feed device for the proper presenta 

40, tion of the strips, 
A variety of other adjustments and devices in 

connection with the reception and manipulation 
of the boards, cloth, and other elements concerned 
are arranged adjacent the table Surface and are 

45 more specifically referred to as the description 
is further disclosed and developed. 
The numeral 6 indicates the general frame 

work of a rectangular table which may be con 
structed in any convenient manner as with ver 

50 tical-angle-irons to form the corner uprights, se 
cured in any convenient and usual manner to 
make a rigid Support for the horizontal table 
plates 7 and 8, the former being the fixed por 
tion thereof. The adjustable portion 8 of the 

55 rectangular table is securely held in any desired 

(C. 11-1) 
position by transverse bolt 47 and wing nut 48 
which operating through the framework. S causes 
the latter to Securely grip strips or projections 
49 affixed to the under side of the adjustable table 
plate. Slidable transversely over the top surface 5 
of the table plates and 8 is the rectangular 
CrOSS-Sectional flat guide bar 9 against which 
the top edge of the book boards are abutted. 
This guide bar is actuated and adjusted by the 
reVolvable Screw 0 which engages the nut. 0 
traversing the screw 0 and the longitudinal guide 
slot f2 in the top of the table 1. - - 
The additional guide slots 3 which are en 

gaged by Corresponding projections on the lower 
Side of the guide bar 9 provide the necessary 15, 
restraining action to the latter and insure its 
parallel movement. 
Renovable clamping gauges 4 provide a ready 

means for adjusting the top gauge 5 and are 
Secured to each half of the table top and 8 20 
by clamp Screw 6. On the outer portion of each 
half of the table top are side gauges 7 which 
are traversed longitudinally in the parallel slots 
8 and actuated therein by the screw and nut 
device below them which is adjustable by the 25 
milled hand-wheels 20. Joint gauges for posi 
tioning the back boards in relation to the back 
strips are provided at 2?. The stops which con 
stitute the joint gauges are slidable in the short 
SlotS 22 and actuated longitudinally therein oy 30 
nut and Screw device below then, the screw mem 
ber, thereof 23 being actuated by revolution of 
the small milled hand-wheel 24 within the slot 
25 and immediately below the surface of the table 
top 7 and 8. 35 
The back Strip recess 26 is a salient feature 

Of the device. The Walls 2 of this recess are 
each Secured to their respective portions of the 
table tops and 8 and between them is a verti 
cally slidable table construction 28 supported by 40 
the telescopic support 29 the lower tubular men 
ber of which is secured to and supported by the 
flat plate member 30. 

Slightly above the plate 30 is a similar plate 
3, between this member and the table. 28 and at 45 
each end thereof are vertical springs 32 which 
afford the slight upward thrust required for auto 
matically feeding the back strips upwardly as 
they are made use of... This lifting effect is fur 
ther regulated or adjusted by a hand lever 3350 
Which is fulcrumed at 43 and at its opposite end 
projects conveniently beyond the end of the table 
framework, and is adapted to engage a ratchet 
bar 34. This lever 33 which is conveniently 
formed of a flat bar is twisted at its centre 3555 
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2 
so that its flat surfaces are horizontal where they 
connect to the spring supporting plate 3 through 
a spring and bolt attachment 36. 
A back strip longitudinal adjustment is pro 

vided at 37 and consists of a bracket 38 secured 
to the framework 6 and carrying a movable plate 
39 secured to the screw 40- and the pin guides 
horizontally movable in the bracket 38. The 
screw 40 is reciprocated by the restrained hand 
nut 42 which its thread engageS. 
A further longitudinal adjustinent to the back 

strip is provided at the opposite end thereof and 
consists of a short flat plate 43 having an abrupt 
downturned end and positioned and slidable 
against the underside of the flat gauge plate 9, 
each of the plates 43 and 9 having alongitudinal 
slot 44 and 45 respectively and the two slots being 
right angularly disposed to each other and Se 
cured in any desired relation by the screw bolt 
46, so that in addition to the longitudinal ad 
justment there is a transverse adjustment where 
by a very narrow back strip may be promptly 
allowed for. By these two independent longi 
tudinal adjustments a gauge-stop is proVided at 
each end of the back Strip. r 
In operation the case gauge is adjusted and 

set in all its particulars to conform. With the 
specifications of the required cases, and in fur 
ther preparation a sufficient quantity of back 
strips are then placed in the back strip recess 26 
and on the carriage 28. 
Two boards are then placed flat on the table 
and 8 with their edges respectively fitting be 

tween and abutting Gia the flat guide bar 3, Side 
gauges 7 and joint gauges 2 ... Glued cloth is 
then placed with its moist Surface downwards 
and its further edge abutting on the edges of 
the top gauges 5. The cloth surface is then 
rubbed over by hand, thus ensuring the adhesion 
thereto of the boards and back strip, so that the 
Whole assembly may be instantly removed and 
the process expeditiously repeated. . . 
What I claim as my invention and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is:- - - - 
1. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge com 

prising a framework construction supporting a 
horizontal table, said table being divided trans 
versely into two portions, one being slidable from 
or towards the other and adjustable in any de 
sired position whereby a relatively narrow rec 
tangular recess is provided between the tWO. Said 
portions of the table top, said recess being adapt 
led to receive back strips. - 

2. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 
character described and comprising a framework 
construction supporting a horizontal table, said 
table being divided transversely into two por 
tions, one being slidable from or towards the 
Other, thus providing a relatively narrow rec 
tangular recess to receive the back strips, and 
a corresponding rectangular table construction 
within said recess and below said table top, said 
table construction being adapted to receive back 
Strips in Stack or quantity and to retain the up 
permost of said back strips substantially in the 
same horizontal plane as the upper surface of the 
said table top. . . . . 

3. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 
character described and comprising a framework 
construction supporting a horizontal table di 
vided transversely into two portions one of which 
is adjustable thus providing a comparatively nar 
row recess contained within which is a table con 
truction adapted to receive back strips in quantity 
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and means for upwardly feeding the back strips 
by raising the said table construction and fur 
ther means for regulating and controlling Said 
feeding motion. 

4. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 5 
character described and comprising a framework 
construction supporting a horizontal table in two 
parts, one fixed and the other adjustable forming 
a relatively narrow rectangular recess as required 
within which is a second table construction 
adapted to receive a quantity of back Strips and 
means of upwardly feeding the back strips by 
raising the table construction and further means 
for regulating and controlling said feeding mo 
tion, and also gauge stop means for limiting and 5 
adjusting and registering both ends of Said back. 
Strips. - . . . . . . . - - 

5. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of . 
character described and comprising a frame 
work construction supporting a horizontal table 20 
in two parts, one fixed and the other adjustable 
forming a relatively narrow rectangular recess 
as required within which is a second table con 
struction adapted to receive a quantity of back 
Strips and means of upwardly feeding the back 25 
strips by raising the table construction and fur 
ther means for regulating and controlling said. 
feeding motion and also gauge stop means for 
limiting and adjusting and registering both ends 
of said back strips, and having in addition lat-s0 
erally adjustable joint gauge stops adjacent to 
each longitudinal edge of said back strip recess 
whereby the joint space may be determined. -- 

6. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 
character described and comprising a framework 85 
construction supporting...a horizontal table in 
two parts, one fixed and the other adjustable 
forming a relatively narrow rectangular recess 
as required within which is a second table con 
struction adapted to receive a quantity of back 40 
strips and means of upwardly feeding the back 
strips by raising the table construction and fur 
ther means for regulating and controlling said it. 
feeding motion and also gauge stop means for 
limiting and adjusting and registering both ends 45 
of said back strips, and having in addition lat 
erally adjustable joint gauge stops adjacent to 
each longitudinal edge of Said back strip recess 
whereby the joint space may be determined, 
and also whereby the inner edges of the boards 50 
may be positioned. . - 

7. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 
character described comprising a framework 
construction Supporting a horizontal table in two 
parts, one fixed and the other adjustable form-, 55 
ing a narrow rectangular adjustable recess con 
taining a second table construction to receive 
and carry a quantity of back strips with means of 
upwardly feeding, the same and further means 
of regulating and controlling the feeding motion, 60 
and gauge stop means for limiting, adjusting and 
registering both ends of the back strips; also 
laterally adjustable joint gauge stops situated 
On opposite sides of the table recess and capable 
of being adjusted and fixed in such relative lat-65 
eral positions to the table recess as may de 
termine the joint spaces and register the inner 
edges of the boards, and in addition adjustable 
side gauge stops positioned adjacent to the ends 
of each portion of said table top and adapted 70 
to form an abutment to the outer edges of; and 
to hold in required position, the two case boards. 

8. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 
character described comprising a framework 
construction Supporting a horizontal table in two is 
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parts, one fixed and the other adjustable form 
ing a narrow rectangular adaptable recess con 
taining a second table construction to receive 
and carry a quantity of back Strips With means 
of upwardly feeding the same and further means 
of regulating and controlling the feeding motion; 
and gauge stop means for limiting, adjusting and 
registering both ends of the back strips; also 
laterally adjustable joint gauge stops situated 
On opposite sides of the table recess and capable 
of being adjusted and fixed in Such relative lat 
eral positions to the table recess as may de 
termine the joint spaces and register the inner 
edges of the boards and in addition adjustable 
Side gauge stops positioned adjacent to the ends 
Of each portion of Said table top and adapted 
to form an abutment to the outer edges of, and 
to hold in required position, the two case boards; 
and further having a top guide bar to form an 
abutment for the top edge of the case boards. So 
Constructed as to be movable only in parallelism 
With the longitudinal edge of the table with 
means for adjusting and Securing Said top guide 
bar. 

9. A boodbinder's adjustable case, gauge of 
character described comprising a framework 
construction Supporting a horizontal table in two 
parts, one fixed and the other adjustable form 
ing a narrow rectangular adaptable recess con 
taining a second table construction to receive 
and carry a quantity of back strips with means 
of upwardly feeding the same and further means 
of regulating and controlling the feeding motion; 
and gauge stop means for limiting, adjusting and 
registering both ends of the back strips; also 
laterally adjustable joint gauge stops situated 
On opposite sides of the table recess and capable 
of being adjusted and fixed in Such relative lat 
eral positions to the table receSS as may deter 

mine the joint spaces and register the inner edges 
of the boards, and in addition adjustable side 
gauge Stops positioned adjacent to the ends of 
each portion of Said table top and adapted to 
form an abutment to the outer edges of, and to 5 
hold in required position the two case boards; and 
further having a top guide bar to form an abut 
ment for the top edge of the case boards So con 
Structed as to be movable only in parallelism with 
the longitudinal edge of the table with means 10 
for adjusting and Securing said top guide bar, and 
also having an adjustable and removable cloth 
guide positioned from the top edge of the said 
table and adapted to provide gauge stops upon 
the upper surface of the said top guide bar. 15 

10. A bookbinder's adjustable case gauge of 
character described and comprising a framework 
Construction supporting a horizontal table, said 
table being divided transversely into two portions 
One portion movable longitudinally with respect 20 
to the other and thus providing a relatively nar 
row rectangular recess between the two por 
tions, Said recess being adapted to receive back 
Strips, a table constructed to automatically feed 
the back Strips, gauge stops in a Suitable position 25 
to retain the back Strips in correct transverse 
position, and on the surface of the horizontal 
table, gauge stop means for correctly adjusting 
and positioning the joint Spaces and case boards 
in their respective longitudinal relationships to 30 
the back strip recess, guide bar means for ac 
Curately adjusting ... and registering the case 
boards transversely with respect to the back strip 
receSS, and gauge stop means for positioning the 
glued cloth as applied in its required relationships 35 
to the edges of the case boards as determined by 
the case board stops, and all contained in one co 
Operative unit. 

WALTER JOHN WILLIAM WILSON. 



-CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION. 
Patent No. 2,021,21). November 19, 1935. 

WALTER JOHN WILLIAM WILSON. 

It is hereby certified that error appears in the above numbered patent 
requiring correction as follows: In the drawing. Figures l and 2 should 
appear as shown below instead of as shown in the patent: 

H 

fe? * . 43 

Estás 

A. G. 2. 
and that the said Letters Patent should be read with this correction there a 
in that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office 

Signed and sealed this 26th day of October A. D. 1957. 

Henry Van Arsdale, 
(Seal) - Acting Commissioner of Patents. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


