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(57) ABSTRACT 
(76) Inventor: Mark Alan Coomes, Jacksonville, FL Achild's Sandal System, wherein the each Sandal has remov 

(US) able and interchangeable Soles that may be attached to a 
d ddress: permanent upper Sole, where the bottom of the removable 

MARA (SoFS Soles has any desired textured graphical design, Such as an 
3854 OPE CREEK CT animal paw print or the like. A removable ornamental design 

EN FL 32224 (US may be added to an upper portion of the Sandal, on top of a 
J 9 (US) wearer's foot. This system allows a child to choose from any 

number of available Soles and ornamental designs to be 
(21) Appl. No.: 11/000,962 attached to a Single pair of Sandals or flip-flops. The designs 
22) Filled: Dec. 2, 2004 on the underside of the removable Soles are formed and 
(22) File eC. Z. shaped So that a child walking on a Soft Surface would leave 

Related U.S. Application Data footprints similar to the Sole design. The removable Soles 
may be attached to the underside of the upper Sole by using 

(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 10/131,405, hook and loop fasteners, threaded Screws members, Snaps, 

(51) 

filed on Apr. 24, 2002, now abandoned, which is a 
continuation-in-part of application No. 09/513,866, 
filed on Feb. 28, 2000, now Pat. No. 6,442,869. 

Publication Classification 

Int. Cl." ............................. A43C 13/00; A43B 3/30 

or any other Suitable means. Similarly, the ornamental 
design members may be attached to the upper portion of the 
Sandals by Snaps, hook and loop fasteners, or any other 
Suitable means. An optional informational message provid 
ing information regarding the theme or Subject matter of the 
ornamental design and the graphical design on the remov 
able Sole may also be included. 
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CHILDREN'S SANDAL HAVING REPLACEABLE 
SOLES 

0001. This patent application is a Continuation-In-Part of 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/131,405, filed Apr. 24, 
2002, which is a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 09/513,866, filed Feb. 28, 2000, which is 
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,442,869. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002) 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The invention described and claimed herein relates 
generally to Sandals and flip-flop types of footwear. More 
Specifically, the present invention includes a child's Sandal, 
having removable and interchangeable Soles that may be 
attached to a permanent upper Sole, where the removable 
Soles have any desired graphical design, Such as an animal 
paw print or the like. A removable ornamental design may 
be added to an upper portion of the Sandal, on top of a 
wearer's foot, to correspond to the underside of the remov 
able sole. For instance, if the underside of the removable 
Sole includes a design that resembles a bear claw track, then 
the removable ornamental design may resemble a bear's 
face and head. Similarly, if the underside of the removable 
sole resembles the footprint of a rabbit's foot, then the 
removable ornamental design may resemble a rabbit's face, 
head, and ears. 
0004. This arrangement would allow a child to choose 
from any number of available Soles and ornamental designs 
to be attached to a single pair of Sandals or flip-flops. The 
designs on the underside of the removable soles would be 
formed and shaped So that a child walking on a Soft Surface 
would leave footprints Similar to the Sole design. The 
removable soles may be attached to the underside of the 
upper Sole by using hook and loop fasteners, threaded Screw 
members, Snaps, or any other Suitable means. Similarly, the 
ornamental design members may be attached to the upper 
portion of the Sandals by Snaps, hook and loop fasteners, or 
any other Suitable means. 
0005 2. Discussion of the Prior Art 
0006 U.S. Pat. No. 4,062,132, issued to Klimaszewski, 
discloses footwear having a body portion receptive of a 
perSon's foot during use and a replaceable tread portion. The 
tread portion is releasably locked into the body portion by a 
flange having gripping members on the inner peripheral 
Surface. The tread portion has a hollowed top portion having 
an outer peripheral Surface with gripping apertures therein in 
which the gripping members are received. The outer periph 
eral Surface of the hollowed top portion is closely received 
in the flange and the tread portion is thus prevented from 
moving both laterally and perpendicularly thereby. 

0007 U.S. Pat. No. 4,267,650, issued to Bauer, teaches 
athletic shoes with removable outsoles. Each upper is 
designed to fit an individual foot and ankle for a particular 
wearer and Such upper is provided with an insole Securely 
and permanently connected therewith. Each insole termi 
nates along its peripheral margin with one part of a bead 
and-receSS mechanically detachable locking member. A 
removable outsole is provided with a Surface contacting 
tread which is selected to not only best match the surface of 
a particular sports area but also the condition of Such Surface 
at a particular time of use. A flexible member is permanently 
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connected with the outsole and terminates along its periph 
eral margin with the other part of the mechanical locking 
member. The outsole and the insole are further connected 
together by mating Velcro members, tongues and grooves 
carried by the outsole and insole in paired relations, and 
other interlocking means. 
0008 U.S. Pat. No. 4,317,294, issued to Goodyear, 
shows a replaceable shoe Sole comprising a mid-Sole, which 
is Securely attached to the upper portion of the shoe, and an 
outsole removably attached to the midsole. The upper Sur 
face of the outsole is provided with a continuous ridge which 
is Snapped into a matching, deformably resilient groove 
recessed into the bottom Surface of the midsole. The con 
figuration of the ridge and the resiliency of the outsole and 
the midsole material, which is preferably a polyurethane 
resin or foam, permits the outsole to be easily and Selectively 
removed and replaced by an outsole having a new or 
distinctive tread pattern, the replaced outsole being reusable 
if desired. The ridge on the outsole is provided with an 
undercut portion to provide Secure retention of the outsole in 
the midsole, although the Specific croSS Sectional shape of 
the ridge may vary depending upon the retentiveness 
required by a particular activity. 

0009 U.S. Pat. No. 4,936,028, issued to Posacki, dis 
closes a Shoe with replaceable outsole, destined for use as a 
tourist, army, work, etc. Shoe. It is basically comprised of an 
upper portion to which the upper Sole is permanently 
attached in Some manner, a removable outsole with an 
interlocking feature on top which engages with the bottom 
of the uppersole and with a varying bottom portion (depend 
ing on the use it is put to), and a removable set of connector 
rods. 

0010 None of the prior art, however, discloses a child's 
Sandal having a removable Sole member that includes a 
desirable graphical portion formed on a bottom thereof, Such 
as a bear claw track or the like, together with a removable 
ornamental design member that may be removably attached 
to an upper member, Such as the likeness of a bear's head 
and face. This arrangement allows a child to leave any 
desired track on a Soft Surface Such as Sand or dirt, and the 
ornamental design may be used to remind a child of which 
Set of trackShe or she is wearing on the bottom of the Sandal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0011. Accordingly, it is an important object of the present 
invention to provide a Sandal with a removable Sole member 
that may be easily interchangeable and replaceable with 
other removable sole members when one sole becomes worn 
Out. 

0012 Another important object of the present invention 
is to provide a Sandal for children, having a removable Sole 
that includes any desired graphical design and shape on a 
bottom portion thereof, Such as a bear track, So that a child 
may leave a footprint resembling any desired animal track or 
other graphical representation on a Soft Surface. 
0013 Yet another important object of the invention is to 
provide a Sandal for children having a removable Sole and a 
removable ornamental design member on an upper portion. 
0014 Still another important object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a footwear System, where a child may 
select the type of footprint that he or she would like to leave 
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behind on a Soft Surface by Selecting a particular removable 
Sole to attach to the bottom portion of a Sandal. 

0.015. Another important object of the present invention 
is to provide a Sandal having a removable Sole portion, 
which may be in the shape of a Square or circle, or any other 
desired shape, and which may be used on the bottom of 
Sandals of any size, So that although the particular Sandals 
would have to fit the particular wearer, the removable sole 
portions universally fit Sandals of any size. 
0016. Another important object of the present invention 
is to provide a Sandal with a removable Sole member that is 
easy and inexpensive to manufacture, and which overcomes 
Some of the problems associated with other types of foot 
wear having removable soles. These and other objects of the 
present invention will become apparent with a reading of the 
following Specification, the drawings, and the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.017. The construction designed to carry out the inven 
tion will be hereinafter described, together with other fea 
tures thereof. 

0.018. The invention will be more readily understood 
from a reading of the following Specification and by refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings forming a part thereof, 
wherein an example of the invention is shown and wherein: 
0.019 FIG. 1 is a bottom view of a sandal having a 
removable Sole with a graphical representation and shape 
thereon, 
0020 FIG. 1A is a bottom view of an alternate embodi 
ment of a Sandal having a removable Sole with a bear claw 
design applied thereon; 
0021 FIG. 1B is a top view of the sandal shown in FIG. 
1A, showing a removable ornamental design member (a 
bear head) that is attached to an upper portion of the Sandal, 
and which corresponds with the animal tracks on the remov 
able sole (bear claw); 
0022 FIG. 2 is a side view of a sandal with a removable 
Sole, attachable by mating hook and loop fasteners shown on 
the bottom of the upper sole and the top of the removable 
Sole, where the upper Sole member includes a lip around a 
bottom periphery thereof, and a removable Sole portion that 
fits snugly within the indentation defined by the lip; 
0023 FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the sandal having 
the removable sole, together with threaded studs that have a 
gripping portion, which are used to attach the removable 
Sole to the upper Sole; 
0024 FIG. 4 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 3, 
where the attachment means includes Small twist Studs 
having an interlocking groove. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0.025 FIG. 1 is a bottom view of a sandal 2 having a 
removable sole member 4. The removable sole member may 
include any textured design that may be desirable. In FIG. 
1, the design is shown as a Smiley face, and the design is 
formed as a textured Surface, So that a wearer walking over 
a Soft Surface Such as Sand or dirt will leave a footprint that 
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mirrors the design on the bottom of the removable sole. FIG. 
1A shows an alternative embodiment, which includes an 
animal footprint, in this case, a bear claw track. The Sandal 
having a removable Sole is primarily intended for use by 
children, So that they may choose which types of tracks they 
would like to leave in their footprints. A child may select and 
attach the Soles bearing the tracks of a particular animal, 
Such as a rabbit, tiger, bear, deer, or any other desired animal. 
Alternatively, the removable Soles may bear any other 
written or graphical representation for the same purpose, 
Such as the child's name. 

0026 FIG. 1B is a perspective view of the sandal, and 
showing a preferred embodiment that includes an ornamen 
tal design member 22 that may be removably attached to an 
upper portion 14 of the Sandal. The ornamental design 
member 22 preferably corresponds logically with the tex 
tured designed on the removable Sole. For instance, the 
ornamental design member shown in FIG. 1B resembles a 
bear head, and would be attached to the Sandal at the same 
time as the Sole shown in FIG. 1A, which includes a bear 
claw track. Similarly, if a tiger paw were shown on the 
removable Sole tread, then the ornamental design member 
would resemble the head of a tiger. The ornamental design 
may be attached to the upper portion of the Sandals by Snaps, 
hook and loop fasteners, or any other Suitable means. 

0027) Although it has been suggested that the ornamental 
design member logically correspond to the tread on the 
removable Sole, any Suitable design may be used for the 
ornamental design or the removable Sole tread, whether they 
logically correspond or not. Alternative embodiments 
include removable Sole members having graphical represen 
tations on an underside thereof together with removable 
ornamental designs, wherein the graphical representations 
and designs may include, but are not limited to Sports, Sports 
teams, Schools, universities, U.S. States, people, musical 
groups, movie or television characters, professions, toys, 
cartoon characters, gender related items, text messages, 
hobbies, Symbols, flags, names, and any other desirable 
graphical designs. Such graphical designs for the removable 
Sole and the removable ornamental design member may 
include a similar theme, or may be totally unrelated. 

0028 FIG. 2 shows a side view of the sandal having the 
removable Sole. The upper Sole member includes lip portion 
6 which is positioned about a lower periphery thereof. The 
bottom portion of the upper Sole member includes hook and 
loop fastening material 8, Similar to Velcro, which attaches 
to the mating hook and loop fastening material 8 that is 
attached to the upper portion of the removable Sole member. 
A tab member 10 is attached to the heel portion of the 
removable Sole, adjacent the hook and loop fastening mate 
rial, and is received by a break in the lip 12. This tab is used 
to facilitate removal of the removable sole member, by 
allowing a wearer to grasp the tab and peel the removable 
sole from the bottom of the upper sole member. The remov 
able Sole member fits Snugly within the perimeter of the lip, 
and is further held in place by the mating hook and loop 
fastening material. When Secured in place, bottom Surface of 
the removable sole is flush with the bottom of the lip. The 
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lip ensures that the removable Sole is properly positioned 
with respect to the Sandal, and also prevents the removable 
Sole from Sliding out of position. 

0029 FIG. 3 shows an alternate embodiment of the 
Sandal and removable Sole member, where the attachment 
means include threaded Studs 16 having a gripping portion 
on the head. The Studs are passed through the removable Sole 
and screwed into threaded receptacles 18 in the bottom of 
the upper Sole member. A wearer may simply grip the Studs 
and twist them tightly by hand. The studs, when fully 
Secured, are recessed into the removable Sole far enough that 
they do not protrude past the tread portion or bottom Surface 
of the removable sole. This arrangement allows children to 
easily interchange the Soles of the Sandals. 

0030 FIG. 4 shows another alternative embodiment, 
which is similar to FIG. 3 with the exception of the 
attachment means. In FIG. 4, the attachment means are 
shown as twist studs 20 having T-bar that fits into an 
interlocking groove. In this embodiment, the receptacles 18 
positioned in the bottom portion of the upper Sole member 
receive the twist Stud T-bar within a slit, and a user may 
Secure the twist Studs and the removable Sole portion thereto 
by turning the twist Studs one quarter turn. 

0.031 Optionally, an informational message may be 
included in the Sandal System to provide educational infor 
mation regarding the Subject matter of the ornamental design 
and removable Sole. The informational message may take 
the form of a placard, memorandum, notice, Sign, note, 
plaque or any other Suitable format for transmitting infor 
mation regarding the theme or Subject matter of the Sandal 
System. For instance if the theme of the Sandal System is 
based on a tiger, where the ornamental design resembles a 
tiger head and the removable Sole features a tiger footprint, 
the optional informational message contains additional 
information regarding the Subject matter, in this case the 
tiger or its species. If the theme of the Sandal System has to 
do with a geographical area, the informational message may 
include interesting facts about that region. 

0032. While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been described using Specific terms, Such description is for 
illustrative purposes only, and it is to be understood that 
changes and variations may be made without departing from 
the Spirit or Scope of the following claims. 

Jun. 9, 2005 

What is claimed is: 
1. A Sandal System comprising: 
an upper portion designed to fit the foot of a wearer; 
a removable ornamental design that may be Secured to 

Said upper portion; 
an upper Sole member permanently attached to Said upper 

portion of Said Sandal, Said upper Sole having an 
indented portion on an underSide thereof; 

a removable sole member, which is received by said 
indented portion of Said upper Sole, Said removable Sole 
member having a desired graphical design on an under 
side thereof; 

attachment means for removably Securing Said removable 
Sole member to Said upper Sole member; and 

an optional informational message including information 
regarding Subject matter of Said removable ornamental 
design. 

2. The Sandal System Set forth in claim 1, wherein Said 
upper portion comprises a single Strap member that is 
positioned transversely acroSS a front portion of Said upper 
Sole member and attached at either end to Said upper Sole 
member, So that Said Strap member is positioned approxi 
mately adjacent and acroSS a wearer's toes. 

3. The sandal system set forth in claim 2, further including 
a toe Strap, which is attached to Said upper Sole member in 
a position generally forward of Said Single Strap member, 
and which is also attached to a point on Said Single Strap 
member, So that said toe Strap slides between two toes of a 
wearer when Said Sandal is in use. 

4. The sandal system set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
attachment means includes hook and loop fastenerS attached 
to an upper Side of Said removable Sole member, and also 
attached to Said lower indented portion of Said upper Sole 
member. 

5. The sandal system set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
attachment means includes Sunken threaded Screw members 
having a grip top that are placed through holes in Said 
removable Sole member and Screwed into threaded recep 
tacles in Said upper Sole member. 

6. The sandal system set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
attachment means includes Snap members. 

7. The sandal system set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
removable soles are of a uniform size that will fit together 
with a removable sole member of any size. 
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