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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EMERY G. WETHERBEE,
of Painesville, county of Lake, and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Syringes, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to vaginal syringes

- employed for cleansing the vagina by flood-
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ing it with water or other suitable cleansing
fluid.

In order to effectually accomplish the
cleansing action it is essential that its walls
be freed of the natural folds therein, and a
smooth surface presented so that the cleans-
ing fluid may act on every part. Thesyringes
as heretofore designed for this purpose have
been found in practice objectionable in that

they fail in most cases toeffectually close the |

mouth of the vagina, and thus render it im-

possible to distend the walls by injecting fluid

to an extent sufficient to remove the folds.
My present invention has for its object to

- overcome these difficulties and embodies a
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simple and effectual construction which is
adapted to properly close the mouth of the

* vagina. ‘
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The invention also consists in various im-
provements designed to render the device as
a whole simple and inexpensive and its oper-
ation perfect and effectual.

The invention also consists in the details of
construction, and the combination of parts
hereinafter described and claimed.

Referring totheacecompanying drawings,—
Figure 1 represents an elevation of a syringe
constructed in accordance with myinvention
as it appears when in use. Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal central section through the same on
an enlarged scale. Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-
section on the line x—x of Fig. 2.

A, represents a rigid tube which is adapted
to be inserted into the mouth of the vagina,
and B, represents a sleeve which is construct-
ed preferably ‘of thin steel, aluminum, or
other flexible material and provided with a
series of longitudinal incisions between its
ends at suitable intervals apart. The inner
end of this sleeve is fixed to the tube A, ad-
jacent to its end, while the other end of the
sleeve is free to slide thereon, the arrange-
ment being such that as the free end of the

‘eylinder is moved toward its fixed end the

sections between the incisions will be bent
outward as shown.  Over these sections is
applied a covering C, impervious to water,
and preferably of an elastic material. This
covering, when the ends of the sleeve are
apart, will fit snugly around the same, but on
the free end of the sleeve being moved, the
sections expanding will distend the covering
and form a continuous impervious bulb or
globe.

In practice the end of the tube with the ex-
panding sleeve is inserted within the mouth
of the vagina, and the free end of the sleeve
moved forward. The effect will beto expand
the covering tightly against the mouth of the
vagina, and form in connection therewith a
water tight stopper. Theinjecting fluid may
then be forced into the vagina and its escape
being prevented by the expanded sleeve, the
requisite distension of the walls may be ef-
fected and completely filled. The free end
of the sleeve is held at different positions on
the rigid tube A, by providing the latter with
a series of sockets which are adapted to re-
ceive a spring actuated finger E, carried by
the cylinder.

In order that the inner end of the tube
within the vagina may be maintained in its
proper position and prevented from moving
inward to an objectionable extent, I employ

a shield F, which is carried by the sleeve and .

extends therefrom outward. Theouteredges
of this shield, as the sleeve is moved, will en-
gage the person and act to hold the tube fix-
edly in position.

The cleansing fluid may be supplied by a
fountain H, or by an injecting ball of the
usual and well known construction, and I
have provided an improved coupling device
by means of which either the fountain or ball
may be used as desired.. This coupling con-
sists of an exteriorly,threaded sleeve I, in
which is serewed two tubes 7, 7/, which are
provided in their ends with cocks K, K/, to
close the openings therein. The end of the
tube ¢, is adapted to be inserted into the end
of a flexible tube L, leading from therigid in-
jector tube, while the end of the tube ¢ is
adapted to receive the fountain H. Under
this construction it will be noted that when
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a sufficient quantity of cleansing fluid has
been injected thedischargeis effected through
the tube L, by unscrewing the collar I, and
thereby disconnecting the fountain and the
tube %/, carried thereby, the water remaining
in the fountain being prevented from escap-
ing by closing the cock K’. By providing

‘the fountain with a stopper 7, it may be used

as a water bag.

As Dbefore stated in place of the fountain
an injecting ball may be applied to the tube
¢/,and the cleansing fluid supplied by this
means.

It will be noted that my device is of ex-
treme simplicity as but one tube answers both
for theinjeection of the fluid and its discharge,

it being but necessary when the discharge is

to be effected to unscrew the collar and dis-
connect the fountain.

While I have shown and described my syr-
inge as being embodied in its preferred form,
it is to be understood that various changes
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that will suggest themselves to personsskilled
in the art may be made without departing
from the limits of the invention, provided the
operation of the device will be substantially
as indicated above.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— :

In a syringe, the combination of the inject-
ing tube, the flexible sleeve thereon slitted
longitudinally between its ends to form a se-
ries of flexible longitudinal sections, said
sleeve having its ends relatively movable and
an impervious covering applied over the sec-
tions.

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand, this 5th day of November, 1892,in the
presence of two attesting witnesses.

EMERY G. WETHERBEE.
Witnesses:

C. J. Scort,
GEO. A. BATES.
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