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sition, as shown, the end of the lever con 
tacts with the member 13. The links area?so 
im substantial alinement with the lever 7 so 
that these members are in sort of a dead 
center position or slightly past dead center 
and form, in effect, a straightened toggle. 
The members Snap into this position and the 
lever 7 
of the links or by any pressure on the leg 
members 2 acting to collapse the same. 
When it is desired to collapse the leg mem 
bers to fold the same practically against the 
underside of member 1, the handle or disk 
12 on the other side of the table is pressed 
upon. The rack member 10 is then moved 
in the reverse direction and the toggle 
formed by the parts 6 and 7 is broken, the 
lever 7 is oscillated and links 6 pull the 
members 2:into folded or collapsed position, 
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. In this position 
it will be seen from Fig. 4 the piwot points 
of links 6 and lever 7 also, lie substantially 
in a straight line and thus come to a dead 
center or slightly past dead center position. 
The said, lever and links Snap into this posi 
tion and cannot be moved therefrom by any 
end pressure on the links. The Said links, 
it will be noted, are slightly bent at their 
inner ends to provide clearance of the parts. 
Movement of the rack bar 10 easily moves 
the links 6 and lever 7 when it is desired to 
extend the legs. 
From the above description it is seen that 

applicant has provided an extremely simple 
and efficient mechanism formoving the fold 
able legs of the supporting device into oper 
ative and inoperative position. The device 
has been particularly designed as a stand to 
hold a bassinet or body of a baby crriage, 
butas previously stated, the same is equally 
applicable to any. Supporting member, such 
as a table or chair. If desired, the rod 10 
may be of shorter length and the manipulat 
ing members 12 arranged to be disposed be 
neath the supporting members 1. The parts 
of the device are few, simple and when once 
assembled have no tendency to become disar 
ranged. The device can bequickly and inex 
pensively made and has been found very 
eficient for the purposes had in view. 

cannot be rotated by end pressure 
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It will, of course, be understood that Vari 
ous changes may be made in the form, de 
tails and arrangement of the parts without 
departing from the scope of applicant's in 
vention, which, generally stated, consists in 
the matter shown and described and set 
forth in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: i 
1. A supporting device having in combi 

nation, a filat top member, flat end support 
ing members piwoted adjacent each end of 
the undersurface of Said memberhaving cen 
tral apertures therethrough, piwot rods ex 
tending across Said apertures, a lever bar 
pivoted to said undersurface substantially 
centrally thereof, links pivotally connected 
to said bar at each side ofits piwot and con 
nected at their otherends to said pivot rods, 
a gear segment rigidly Secured to said, lever 
to rotate about the fulcrum thereof, a rack 
bar mounted in bearings adjacent each side 
of Said top member for moving transversely 
thereof and meshing with saidgear segment, 
and means at each side of the table Secured 
to said bar for moving the same to swing 
said, lever and simultaneously move the legs 
to operative orinoperative position. 

2. A supporting device comprising a sub 
stantially flat top member, members pivoted 
at each end of Said top member at the un 
derside thereof and constructed and ar 
ranged to constitute supporting legs there 
for, links connected to said legs and extend 
ing toward the center of Said top member, 
a swinging bar mounted substantially cen 
trally on the underside of Said top member 
to the respective ends of which said links 
are pivotally connected, a gear secured to 
said bar, a rack bar extending transversely 
of Said top member engaging said gear and 
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having a handle-equipped portion extended 
beyond said top member, said swinging bar 
being adapted to be swung with said links 
slightly past dead center, when the legs are 
in extended position and a stop means on 
said top member engaged by saidbar where 
by a locking means is formed for said legs. 

In testimony whereof Iafixmy signature. 

CHARLES O. ROBINSON. 


