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To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, OTTO STECHHAN, a citi Zen of the United States, residing at Indian 
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apolis, in the county of Marion and State of 
Indiana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Trunks, of which the 
following is a specification. 
The object of my said invention is to pro 

duce a trunk which may be easily and con 
Veniently handled, which shall be variable in 
size, and which may be opened either from 
the top or bottom. A trunk embodying said 
invention will first be fully described, and 
Said invention then pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Which are made a part hereof, and on which 
similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a trunk 
embodying my said invention, laid down upon 
its side; Fig. 2 a transverse sectional view 
thereof, on the dotted line 22 in Fig. 1; Fig. 
3 a longitudinal sectional view with one end 
extended somewhat, on the dotted line 33 in 
Fig. 1; Fig. 4 an enlarged sectional view of 
one corner of the trunk, similar to a frag 
ment of Fig.3; Fig. 5 a detailelevation there 
of; Fig.6 a detail view at the point of lock 
ing, similar to a portion of Fig. 2, but on an 
enlarged scale; Fig. 7 a fragmentary view, on 
an enlarged scale, similar to a portion of Fig. 
8, and Fig. 8 a plan view, on an enlarged 
Scale, showing one of the locks and immedi ately adjacent parts. 
In Said drawings the portions marked A 

represent the central or main body portion 
of the trunk; B' B° the bottom and top of 
Said trunk, respectively; C the locks, and D 
a cord or lacing by which the top and bottom 
may be drawn to the desired position. 
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The main body A is a plain open-ended 
cylinder, made of any suitable material, and 
united, at the points where the material of 
which it is composed approach each other, 
by thin metallic strips A and A, the latter 
of which, however, I do not regard as essen 
tial, but only desirable. These strips should 
extend about the whole length of the cylin 
der, and the strip A", which is the only strip 
Which is essential, contains numerous small 
slits or perforations to receive the bolt of the 
lock, so that the top and bottom may belocked 
at any point desired. The space between 

the edges of the material of which the cylin 
der A is composed, as shown in the drawings 
(most plainly in Fig. 6), receives the end of 
the lock bolt, which is preferably formed T 
headed, so as to lock by being given a quar 
ter turn. The lock in itself, however, is not 
of my invention, and being simple and read 
ily understood, will not be further described 
herein, except incidentally in describing the 
invention. 
The top and bottom B' and B° slide over 

the ends of the cylinder A, and may slide 
near together, as shown in Fig. 1, when no 
more space is required than is contained 
within the cylinder A, or may extend out on 
one or both ends, as illustrated in Fig.-3, 
when a greater space or capacity is desired. 
These parts are composed of a circular head 
and cylindrical portions attached thereto, 
which are similar to but a little larger in di 
ameter and shorter than the cylinder A, and 
are adapted to pass on over the ends of said 
cylinder A, as shown most plainly in Fig. 3. 
The circular ends and the cylindrical por 
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tions are united by corner pieces B, which 
are in the form of hoops with one edge curved 
downwardly or inwardly, so that the result 
ing corner is round, as shown in the draw 
ings, most plainly in Figs. 4 and 5. This 
form of corner not only avoids all sharp or 
projecting corners on the structure, but is of 
a form which gives great strength to the 
structure, as will be readily understood. 
Upon the other or inner ends of the cylin 
drical portions B' and B° are flat hoops B, 
which extend around the same, and which 
strengthen said cylindrical portions at these 
ends. 
rings b through which the cord or lacing D 
is passed. The locks C are hinged to the 
bands B°on the parts B and B, and the lock 
bolts are adapted to enter the slits in the 
metal plates A. Said slits being numerous, 
the adjustment may be whatever is desired. 
Said lock is manipulated by means of a key 
in an ordinary and well known manner. The 
cord or lacing D passes through the eyes b on 
the inner ends of the parts B and B, being 
laced back and forth from one to another, as 
shown in Fig. 1. By this means said two 
parts B and B* may be drawn and held to 
ward each other without strain upon the locks, 

Upon said hoops are secured eyes or 9 
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which is a considerable advantage, especially 
when the trunk is filled very full, and en 
larged beyond the capacity of the cylinder A. 
This trunk may contain any sort of trays or 

5 receptacles which may be desired, and it is 
manifest that they may be set in one on top 
of another from top to bottom, and may be 
as large or small proportionately to the trunk 
as the nature of the service required de 

Io mands. For commercial travelers, for in 
stance, the trunk would usually be filled with 
comparatively shallow trays. 
My improved trunk is handled in the fol 

lowing manner: One end is intended to be 
I5 the bottom, and, consequently, when being 

packed or unpacked, it sits upon one end, 
while the other end is removed, leaving it 
Open, and standing much like a barrel. The 
trunk is then packed or unpacked, and trays 

2 o removed or replaced as may be desired. 
One considerable advantage attending the 

use of my improved trunk is that access may 
be had from the bottom as readily as from 
the top; and so, when it is desired to remove 

25 any article packed in the bottom, it is only 
necessary to turn that end up, and access can 
be had thereto as readily as from the other 
end. 

Having thus fully described my said inven 
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination, in a trunk, of a central cylinder having a longitudinal perforated 
strip A', and end cylinders adapted to slip 

35 over the same, and carrying locks, the bolts 
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whereof are adapted to enter and be secured 
in the slits or perforations in said plate, thus 
providing a lock fastening at any desired 
point, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination, in a trunk, of a central 4o open-ended cylinder having a longitudinal 
metal plate A which plate is provided with 
numerous slits, and two cylinders passed over 
the ends of said central cylinder, and a lock 
hinged to each, the bolt whereof is adapted 45 
to enter the slits in said plate A', a meansbe ing thus provided for locking or fastening 
said end cylinders at any point of said cen 
tral cylinder, substantially as set forth. 

3. The combination, in a trunk, of a central 5o open-ended cylinder, other cylinders, having 
one end closed, passed over the ends of said 
central cylinder, the ends and sides whereof 
are united by curved corner pieces B, Sub 
stantially as shown and described. 55 

4. The combination, in a trunk, of a central 
open-ended cylinder, and two other cylinders 
placed over the ends of said central cylinder 
and provided with rings or eyes, and a cord 
or lacing passed through said rings or eyes, 6o 
whereby said end cylinders are drawn and 
secured toward each other, substantially as 
set forth. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 65 
13th day of April, A. D. 1893. 

OTTO STECH HAN. [L. s.] 
Witnesses: 

CHESTER BRADFORD, 
JAMES A. WALSH. 

  


