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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK M. SCHEMIDT, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

MEANS ¥OR ADJUSTING VESTS, TRCUSERS, &c.

941,277,

Application filed June 2, 1909.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxx M. Scumr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have imvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Means for Adjusting Vests,
Trousers, &c.; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to malke and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, ‘and to the letters of reference marks
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in means for adjusting the
waist bands of trousers, vests, etc., and the
object in view is to dispense with the usual
buckies and straps used for this purpose,
and comprises various details of construe-
tion, combinations and arrangements of
parts which will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and then specifically defined in the
appended claims.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which i—

Figure 1 is a view showing the applica-
tion of my invention to a vest. Fig. 21is a
similar view of the rear of the vest showing
the parts in dotted lines. Fig. 8 is an en-
larged detail perspective view showing the
manner of applying the device to the vest.

Fig. 4 is an edge view of supporting means

for the tension straps, and Fig. 5 is a detail
view in rear elevation of the form shown in
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is an elevation showing the
application of my invention to the waist
band of trousers. Fig. 7 is a view of the
rear face of the trouser bands, showing the
position in dotted lines that the tension
straps assume. Fig. 8 is a detail view show-
ing a slightly modified form of means for
supporting the device as applied to trousers.
Fig. 9 is a detail view of a buckle forming
a part of the invention. Fig. 10 is a detail
view of a clasp forming a part of the inven-
tion. Fig. 11 is a sectional view showing
the application of my invention to trousers.
Fig. 12 is an enlarged detail view of one end
of the tension strap shown in Fig. 6, and
Iig. 13 is an enlarged detail view showing
a similar construction with the clasp illus-
trated in Fig. 12 removed.

Reference now being had to the details
of the drawings by letter, A designates the

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Nov. 23, 1909.
Serial No, 499,552,

back of a vest to which are fastened by suit-
able stitching the linen side pieces B having
elastic straps C to which the linen straps D
are attached in any suitable manner, as by
stitching. Each of said straps D is bent
upon itself to form a loop D, and D? desig-
nates a buckle, a detail of one of which is
shown in Fig. 9 of the drawings, about which
the end of the strap D is fastened in the
manner shown clearly in Fig. 8. There are
two of the side pieces B fastened preferably
adjacent to the side seams of the vest and in
alinement with each other, as shown clearly
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings.

E, B designate coverings for said side
pieces, the elastic straps and portions of the
linen straps D, the adjacent ends of the cov-
erings K being left open to allow the linen
straps D to move freely therethrough while
the elastic portions are obscured.

It will be noted by reference to Figs. 1
and 2 of the drawings that I provide two
sets of my tension straps when used upon
vests, one set being positioned in the back
of the vest adjacent to the arm pit, while
the other set is positioned about the hip
measurements of the vest. Intermediate the
ends of the coverings I are formed two
slits or openings F' through which the shank
portions I of the buttons I’ are adapted to
pass, details of which are shown in Figs. 4
and 5 of the drawings, said shank portion
being made of two strands of wire, each of
which is bent in the manner shown in Fig.
5 of the drawings and affording means
whereby the two Ioops D’ may be slipped
into the loops formed thereby.

In Figs. 6 to 11 of the drawings, I have
shown the application of my invention to
the waist band of trousers in which the same
apparatus is applied to the face of the lin-
ing upon the inner surface of the band of
the trousers and the side pieces D are stitched
or otherwise fastened to each seam at the
side and each side piece has the usual elas-
tic strap C fastened thereto and the linen
straps D attached to the adjacent ends of
the elastic straps C and a suitable covering
E. But, instead of the particular form of
buttons shown in Figs. 4 and 3, I have illus-
trated a slightly modified form of device
consisting of a plate H having two spring-
actuated jaws I” hinged thereto and adapt-
ed to be normally held in open positions by
means of a spring fastened about the hinged
portion of the device. Each of said jaws is
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provided with a curved segiment slot J
adapted to be engaged by a tongue K of a
clasp X', views of which are shown in Figs.
10 and 11 of the drawings. The clasp K’
is provided with a slot L for the reception
of the loop formed by bending the strap D’
upon itself.

In adjusting the form shown in Figs. 6
to 12 to the trousers, the two jaws I’ are
positioned in the manner shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 11 and inserted through the
slit 5 formed along the rear meeting line
of the trouser band, after which they are
turned in opposite directions as shown in
Fig. 11 and the tongues IX caught into the
slots J, thereby holding the parts securely
together.

In practice, it is my plan to construct my
devices as improved articles of manufacture
and which may be furnished to the tailor
trade and manufacturers of clothing so that
the devices may be applied to vests and
trousers already completed without the
usual straps.

In applying the devices, they are attached
in the manner shown and described to the
lining of the trouser band or vest and the
clastic portions as well as the side pieces
are covered with openings allowing the linen
straps to be drawn back and forth and the
buckies adjusted to adapt the tension straps
to various sizes. The buttons to which the
loops are fastened, it will be observed, are
passed through the openings in the vest or
trousers from the inside out and the ends of
the loops connected thereto in the manner
shown in either of the morified forms illus-
trated in Figs. 4, 5 and 8 of the drawings.

It will be noted that by the provision of
a device made as shown and deseribed T dis-
pense with the usual ends of straps, buckles,
etc.,, and provide means whereby the size
may be easily and quickly regulated by sim-
ply shortening or lengthening the loops
formed in the Imen straps which are fastened
to the removable button or fastening means
held by the garment.

What I claim to be new is=—

1. Tension straps for vests, trousers, etc.,
comprising side pieces adapted to be fas-

&3 941,277

tened to the linihg of a garment; élastic
straps secured to said side pieces, non-elastic
pieces fastened to the elastic straps, a cover
upon the inside of the garment for the side
pleces and elastic straps with an opening to
allow the non-elastic strap to move freely
back and forth, a plate having a shank por-

tion adapted to pass through the garment

intermediate said straps and having hinged
wings, clasps attached to said non-elastic
straps and adapted to engage said wings.

2. Tension straps for vests, trousers, etc.,
comprising side pieces adapted to be fas-
tened to the lining of a garment, elastic
straps secured to said side pieces, non-elastic
pieces fastened to the elastic straps, a cover
upon the inside of the garment for the side
pieces and elastic straps with an opening to
allow the non-elastic strap to move freely

back and forth, a plate having a shank por-

tion adapted to pass through the garment in-
termediate said straps and having spring-
actuated hinged wings, one of which is slot-
ted, clagps fastened one to each of said non-
elasgtic straps and each having a tongue
adapted to engage a slot in one of said
wings.

3. Tension straps for vests, trousers, ete.,
comprising side pleces adapted to be fas-
tened to the lining of a garment, elastic
straps secured to said side pieces, non-elastic
pieces fastened to the elastic straps, a cover
upon the inside of the garment for the side
pieces and elastic straps with an opening to
allow the non-elastic strap to move freely
back and forth, a plate having a shank por-
tion adapted to pass through the garment
intermediate said straps and having spring-
actuated hinged wings, one of which is slot-
ted, each of said non-elastic straps being
bent to form an adjustable loop, a clasp se-
cured to each loop and provided with a
tongue adapted to engage a slot in one of
said hinged wings. .

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK M. SCHMIDT.

Witnesses:

A. L. Hougs,
Franzriny H. Houcn.
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