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to all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ANTONIO BINI, of Brook. 

lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 

5. Improvements in Mandolins, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements ina 

stringed instrument known as the “mando 
lin,’ which heretofore has been constructed 

Io with a body closed at the bottom, having an 
opening in its top, and a neck, on which neck 
and body eight strings were arranged in four 
pall'S. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

I5 mandolin which is so constructed that a greater 
number of tones can be produced, and the same 
played either in the same manner as a banjo 
or as a mandolin, combining thereby the ad 
Vantages of both instruments in one. - 
The invention consists in a mandolin-body 

provided with a neck, at the end of which the 
Winding-keys for the strings are arranged, a 
portion of the neck being widened to receive 
an additional string, the winding-key of which 
projects from the side of the neck. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure l is 

a face view of my improved mandolin. Fig. 2 
is a side view of the same. - 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. - - 

The mandolin-body A is constructed, in the 
usual manner, with a flat bottom, as shown in 
full lines, or with a bulge body, as shown in 
dotted lines, said body having the usual open 
ings, B, in its face. The body is provided 
With a neck, C, which is considerably longer 
than the usual mandolin - neck, and is pro 
vided with a head, D, in which the winding 
keys E are held, to each of which a string, F, 

4o is fastened, the opposite ends of the strings 
being fastened to the tail-piece H on the face 
of the mandolin; or said tail-piece can be held 
on the end of the body of the mandolin. 
The neck C is provided on the left-handledge, 

45 looking at the front of the instrument, with a 

25 

35 

(No model.) 

projection, H, extending about slightly more 
than half of the length of the neck, and at the 
upper end of said neck or projection a wind 
ing-key, J, projects from the side of the neck, 
and to said key an auxiliary string, K, is fast 5o 
ened, which is also fastened to the tail-piece. N. 
I prefer to arrange the instrument with four 
strings, F, of which the one at the right-hand 
edge of the neck has the highest pitch, the sec 
ond string a lower pitch, and third a still lower 55 
pitch, and the fourth the lowest. 
The string K has a still higher pitch than 

the extreme right-hand string F. 
Ascale-board, M, is formed on the neck, and 

over the said scale-board all the strings pass. fo 
Only single strings are used, and in place of 
eight strings arranged in four pairs in the old 
mandolin I have arranged five strings. By 
means of these five strings I am abie to pro 
duce a greater variety and number of tones 65 
than in the ordinary mandolin, and play it 
either as a mandolin or a banjo. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
A mandolin constructed with a mandolin 

body having an opening in its face, a neck 
having a lateral projection on one edge, ex 
tending about half the length of the neck, four 
strings fastened to winding-keys on the head of 
the neck and to a tail-piece on the body, and a 75 
fifth or thumb string fastened to the tail-piece 
on the body and to a winding-key at the end 
of the lateral projection on the neck, all said 
strings being independent of each other and 
extending over the opening in the face of the 8o 
mandolin-body, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name in pres 
ence of two subscribing witnesses. 

ANTONIO BINI. 

Witnesses: 
PAUL GOEPEL, 
MARTIN PETRY. 

  

  

  

  


