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CYRUS WILLIAM COURTINEY, OF GRANTS PASS, OREGON.
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No. 903,679.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Nov. 10, 1908..

Application filed January 18, 1908. Serial No. 411,478,

To all whom it may concern: , :

Be it known that I, Cyrus Wiriam
CourrNey, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Grants Pass, in the county of Jose-
phine and State of Oregon, have invented a
new and useful Game Apparatus, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention has reference to improve-
ments in game apparatus and its object is to
provide a means with which there may be
played a game in simulation of the well
known game of base ball, so that the game
may be played within a room and by two
players and requires a considerable amount
of skill to show proficiency.

The game apparatus comprises a game-
board with the usual base ball diamond indi-
cated thereon and a number of “ men ”, which
may consist of small blocks or may be of any
form desired. There will be nine such men
for each player or the same nine men may be
used by each player in turn and a record
kept of the points or runs made.

The invention comprises likewise a board
to be attached to a wall or upon some ele-
vated structure, and this board contains a
bell or other signal means which when hit by
a ball will give an audible or visual signal.
Attached to the board is a rod, preferably
telescopic for compactness, so that the rod
may be reduced to a short length not longer
than the board or may be extended to a

- length of several feet. This rod is hinged to
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the board so that when telescoped it may be
turned down upon the board for packing.
At the end of the rod is secured a cord or
string having a ball at its free end, and this
string is of such length that when the rod is
extended horizontally and the ball is swung
through an arc with the end of the rod as a
center, the ball, if directed properly, will en-
gage the signal means without coming in
contact with the face of the board.

~ The game is played by the player swing-
ing the ball and attempting thereby to actu-
ate the signal, and the success or failure will
count as a hit or strike, or under certain con-
ditions, as a foul, and the game proceeds un-
der the general rules of the game of base
ball.

The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings
forming part of this specification, in which
drawings,—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the sev-
eral parts used in the playing of the game,

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the tele-
scopic rod retracted. TFig. 8 is a longitudi-
nal section of a portion of the rod in the
elongated position. Fig. 4 is a cross section
through the signal device, and Tig. 5 ig a
rear view of the signal device.

There is provided a game board 1 upon
which may. be imprinted or otherwise dis-
played the simulation of a base ball diamond
mdicated at 2,and a suitable number of suit-
ably characterized men 8 ave provided for
the playing of the game. The game board 1
is designed to rest upon a table 4 or other
suitable support.

There is provided a wall board 5, which
may be a rectangular structure with any or-
namental design upon its face, and in the
drawings there is shown a representation of
a batsman and catcher, with the home plate.
The back of board 5 is recessed, as shown at
6, and in this recess there is housed a bell 7
supported by a cross strip 8 which may be
set into the rear face of the board. This bell
1s carried by a bracket 9 fast on the strip 8,
and this bracket carries a block 10 through
which there is a central perforation, and one
side of this block is formed with a neck 11
provided with exterior screw threads passing
through the bell and into the bracket and so
securing the bell to the bracket.

Passing through the block 10 is a pin 12
having an expanded head 18 at one end and
sufficiently headed, as shown at 14, at the
other end to prevent it from escaping from
the block in either direction. In the path
of the head 14 is an arm 15 formed on one
end of a clapper 16, which latter has formed
in it a pivot-eye 17 through which passes a
pivot 18 carried by the bracket 9. The bloclc
10 is seated in a perforation 19 in the board
5 leading to the face thereof, and the stem
12 with 1ts head 13 projects beyond the front
face of the board 5 for a distance. The outer
face of the head 13 is rounded, as indicated.
The pin 12 with its head 13, is located adja-
cent to the representation of the bat of the
batsman, and in one of the upper corners
away from the head 13 the board 5 carries a
block 20 by means of a screw 21 with inter-
posed washers 22 and 23 so that this block,
while held to the board 5 may still be turned
with the screw about the axis thereof. The
block 20 has hinged thereto another block 24
by means of a hinge 25, and projecting from
this block 24 there Is a tube 26. The tube 26
carries a similar tube 27 which in turn car-
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ries another tube 28, and the tube 28 carries
still another tube 29 and the latter carries a
tube 30, the end of which 3s closed by an-
other block 31 carrying, a screw-eye 32 or
other suitable attaching device.

While I have described a telescoping ar-
rangement consisting of five tubes there may
be a greater or less number of tubes depend-
ing upon the length of the board 5, for the
purpose of the telescoping of the tubes is to
permit the closing thereof into a compara-
tively short length so that the whole struc-
ture may be folded down upon theboardwith-
out projecting beyond the edge of the same.
These tubes are arranged to be drawn out
to form a single structure of considerable
length, which in practice will approach four
feet in length, and the tubes when telescoped
need not exceed ten inches in length. Kach
tube, except the largest one, carries a spring
latch member 33, the head of which is coin-
cident with an opening 34 in the tube, and
when the tube is extended matches another
opening 35 in the next larger tube. Now,
when these tubes are pulled outwardly each
latch 33 will pass through the opening 34
into the opening 35, and thus lock the tubes
against either further extension or retrac-
tion.

When it is desired to fold up the tube and
turn it down against the board, then it is
necessary after the several members have
been telescoped, to turn the blocks 20 and 24
about the axis of the screw 21 until the hinge
is-in the lowermost position, when the tele-
scoped tubes may be turned down upon the
board. :

When it is desired to extend the structure
then the hinge is turned uppermost and the
tubes drawn out until the latches of each en-
gage the next larger tube. Under these con-
ditions the extended tubular structure is hori-
zontal.

Tast to the eye 32 is a cord 36, at the free
end of which there is secured a ball 37, which
ball may be or may simulate an ordinary base
ball and is of such weight as to be readily
swung about an axis coincident with the end
of the tubular structure when the latter is
extended. The cord is of such length that
the ball when swung toward the board 5, may

- strike the head 18 but will not quite touch
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the face of the board 5.

Assuming that the game board 1 is resting
upon the table 4 and the other board 5 1s
hung upon the wall at a suitable height and
that the telescopic structure is extended, then
a player takes the ball 37 and stands away
from the board 5 a sufficient distance to ex-
tend the cord 86 in about a horizontal posi-
tion in line with the telescopic structure.” If
the said structure be four feet in length when
extended and the cord is about the same
length, then the player stands about eight
feet from the board 5. The players may

903,679

number from one to nine on a side. The
player who has the first turn swings the ball
toward the head 13 and should he succeed
in hitting the head 13 and so ringing the
bell, then one of the men 3 representing this
player is placed upon first base. If, how-
ever, the player miss the bell it counts as a
strike and should the ball on the return
movement strike the bell it counts as a foul.
When a player has either struck out or has
succeeded in making a base run, then the
next player of the side takes a turn. Should
the second player strike the bell on the first
trial, this counts as a two-base hit, and the
player already upon first base moves to third
and the second player has one of his men
placed upon second base. Should the third
player succeed in ringing the bell at the first
trial it will count as a three-base hit and will
bring home the other two players, while his
one of the mien is placed upon third base.
If the fourth player shall ring the bell it
will count as a home run and clear all of the
bases. Should, however, a player after ring-
ing the bell fail to catch the ball on the re-
turn, then that player is counted out. In
case any player misses the bell three consecu-
tive times then the player has made three
strikes and is counted out. Should the ball
be foul, as before described, it is counted as
a strike and the second foul is also eounted
as a strike. ~After three players liave been
declared out, then the other side takes a turn
with the ball or have their innings. The
game also contemplates an umpire whose
duties will be the same as the umpire in the
out-door game. As in the out-door game,
nine innings shall constitute a game and if
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at the end of nine innings no scores are made -

or the tally be even then additional innings
shall be played until one side succeeds in
winning. ‘

105

The cord may be swung from the ceiling

or other suitably high point and the signal
apparatus may be suitably mounted other-
wise than hung upon the wall. The signal
means and the game board may be mounted
on a stand or other suitable support which
may be made ornamental if desired.

‘What is claimed is:—

1. A game apparatus comprising a suit-
able support, a signal mechanism mounted
thereon, a horizontally projecting member
on the support, said member being composed
of a plurality of telescoping sections, and
means for automatically locking each section
to the next outer one, a cord attached to the
inner section of the telescoping member, and
a ball attached to the end of the cord, the
length of the cord being such that the ball
will engage the signal device but will not
engage the support for the horizontally-en-
gaging member.

2. A game apparatus comprising a suitable
support, a signal means mounted thereon and
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projecting from the face of the support, a
telescopic rod hinged to the support and ro-
tatable about an axis perpendicular to said
support, a cord carried by the said telescopic
rod, and a ball carried by the cord.

3. In a game apparatus, a suitable sup-
port, a signal means having an operating
member projecting from the face of the sup-
port, a telescopic rod hinged to said support,
a cord at the end of the rod, and a ball at
the end of the cord.

4. A game apparatus comprising a suitable
support, a bell housed therein, an operating
member for the bell projecting beyond the
base of the support, a telescope rod hinged
to the support, a cord carried by the end of
the telescoping rod, and a ball carried by
the end of the cord, said cord being of such

k2

length that the ball will engage the bell-
operating means without engaging the face
of the support.

5. A game apparatus comprising a board
adapted to be hung in a vertical position, a
bell carried by said board and having an
operating means projecting horizontally be-
yond the face thereof, a telescoping rod
hinged to the face of the board, a cord car-
ried by said rod, and a ball carried by the
cord.

In testimony that T claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

CYRUS WILLIAM COURTNEY.

Witnesses:

R. K. Hacxrrr,
H. L. Grixey.
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