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This invention relates to a rack for draining a con-
tainer of viscous liquid and more particularly to a rack
for draining a lubricating oil can.

At gasoline service stations and garages, lubricating
oil is sold in sealed cans which the attendant opens when
the oil is poured into the crankcase of the customer’s
automobile. il is a viscous liquid, so small quantities
adhere to and remain within the interior of the can after
the usual pouring operation.

In accordance with this invention, a rack is provided
for draining an open container of viscous liquid. The
rack is constructed in the form of a cage, This cage
provides means for removably holding an open con-
tainer in an inverted position over a receptacle to drain
the liquid from the container into the receptacle. When
the container is completely drained; it may be replaced
by another container to be drained,

An object of this invention is to provide a rack for
completely draining a container of viscous liquid, An-
other object is to provide a structure for a rack of the
afore-mentioned type that is simple and economical to
manufacture, -

Other objects and advantages will appear from the
illustrative embodiment of the invention described below,
reference being made to the accompanying drawing in
which:

Fig. 1 is a front view in elevation of one form of this
invention; and

Fig. 2 is a side view in elevation of the structure shown
in Fig. 1, with a retained container and receptacle shown
in phantom outline.

In Figs. 1 and 2, a rack is shown for draining an opened
can of viscous liquid such ag lubricating oil into a recep-
tacle. In Fig. 2, an open can of lubricating oil and a
receptacle are shown in phantom outline to illustrate the
function of the various structural members making up
the rack,

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the rack is constructed in
the form of a cage made of strip or rod material such as
wire. The wire may be, for example, steel or brass.

The rack or cage 19 includes a closed wire loop 12,
This closed loop includes a horizontal bottom 14 and
vertical sides 16 and 18, These vertical sides are bent
at their upper ends in a rearwardly extending loop 20,
which forms a back, This loop is formed of substantially
circular configuration to conform to the cylindrical side
of the oil can. The loop is bent in a plane at an angle
slightly below horizontal to support the side of a can
in a sloped position.

A rear rod 22 which also is made of steel wire, for
example, has a lower horizontal portion 24 and an upper
hooked portion 26. This rear rod 22 is made of 6"’
diameter steel wire, for example, while the loop 12 is
made, for example, of 14’ diameter steel wire. This
rear rod 22 is vertically disposed and is joined at a point
slightly below hook 26 to the midpoint of the back 20
at a common point 28, The end 30 of the lower portion
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‘of the rod 22 is joined to the midpoint of the bottom 14,
‘The various joints are made, for example, by welding
or brazing,

A ‘horizontal crossbar 32, also a %" steel wire, for
‘example, joins the sides 16 and 18 of the cage at a point
slightly above the vertical center of the cage. An upper
portion 34 of rod 22 is bent abruptly forward and ‘then
stoped in an upward and backward direction to support
the side of can 40 in a sloped position. The portion 34
is bent forward to allow an appreciable backward slope
‘without interfering with a structure upon which “the
rack may be hung. :

A steadying member formed by a short rod 36 is
welded to the lower vertical portion of the rod 22 at a
point slightly above the horizontal portion 24 of the

rod 22. The short rod or steadying member 36 is
oriented in a plane parallel to a plane including sides
16 and 18.

Referring to Fig. 2, an opened can 40 of a viscous
liquid, such as lubricating oil, is retained in a sloped
inverted position over another similar can 42. As shown
in Fig. 2, both of these cans are removably retained.
The receptacle, however, formed by can 42 may be
permanently secured to the rack.

The sloped upper portion 34 of rod 22 cooperates with
the looped back 20 to removably retain the open can 40
in a sloped inverted position over can 42. The crossbar
32 supports the draining opened end of can 40 over the
can 42 without interfering with the drip of oil flowing
from the upper can 40 to the lower receptacle 42.

The bottom 14 and horizontal portion 24 of rod 22
cooperate with the sides 16 and 18 and the lower vertical
portion of rod 22 to removably retain can 42 in position
to collect the drippings from the upper can 40. As pre-
viously stated, can 42 may be permanently secured within
rack 10 to provide a unitarily collecting structure. When
can 42 is removably retained, however, any drained can
of lubricating oil may be used for the collecting receptacle.

The hook member 26 provides a means for hanging
the rack on any convenient supporting structure, such
as the upper end of an oil drum (not shown). Since
portion 34 starts sloping backward from a position for-
ward of its base, it carries can 40 in backward sloping
position without interfering with a supporting member
(not shown) upon which rack 10 is hung. The steadying
rod 36 rests against the supporting structure and prevents
the rack from rocking to and fro when it is hung thereon.

Rack 10 is relatively simple in structure and has proven
to be economical to fabricate and manufacture. A quan-
tity of these racks may, therefore, be inexpensively pro-
vided at service stations to provide a means for reclaim-
ing oil which would otherwise be thrown away with the
partially emptied cans. These racks may also be used
for draining containers of other viscous liquids, such ag
molasses.

What is claimed is:

1. A rack for draining an opened container of viscous
liquid comprising a cage, said cage including sides, said
sides being continued to form a back and a horizontal
bottom, a rod extending centrally from said back to said
bottom, said rod having a lower horizontal portion and
having an upper sloped portion and a hooked portion for
hanging said rack on a supporting structure, said rod
being vertically disposed and having its upper portion
joined to said back and its lower portion joined to said
bottom, a crossbar ‘joining said sides, said bottom and
the lower portions of said rod cooperating with said
sides to hold a receptacle for drained viscous liquid, said
back and said sides cooperating with said crossbar and
an upper portion of said rod to removably retain said
container in an inverted position over said receptacle to
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drain said liquid from said container into said receptacle.

2. The invention comprising the combination set forth
in claim 1 wherein said upper portion of said rod is
sloped to maintain -said container in a sloped inverted
position, and wherein a steadying member is joined to
said lower portion of said rod in a plane substantially
perpendicular to said lower horizontal portion of said
rod to prevent said rack from rocking when it is hung on
said supporting structure.

3. A rack for draining an opened can of lubricating
oil into another can comprising a cage, said cage includ-
ing a rod formed into a closed loop to provide sides, a
back and a bottom, said cage including a rear rod having
a lower horizontal portion and having an upper hooked
portion for hanging said rack on a supporting structure,
said rear rod being vertically disposed and having its

10

15

4

upper portion joined to said back and its lower portion
joined to said bottom at approximately their centers, a
crossbar joining the midportion of said sides, said bottom
and said lower portions of said rear rod cooperating with
said sides to removably retain said other can, an upper
portion of said rear rod being sloped for cooperating
with said back to removably retain said opened can in
a sloped inverted position over said other can, and said
crossbar supporting the draining opened end of said
opened can.
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