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CONSTRUCTING SOFTWARE DELTA the - air fixes are typically inefficient , inconvenient to the 
UPDATES FOR CONTROLLER SOFTWARE vehicle owner , and prone to introduce yet additional bugs . 
AND ABNORMALITY DETECTION BASED Moreover , current attempts of OBD and over - the - air 

ON TOOLCHAIN update techniques still have limitations in terms of time and 
5 space efficiency . For example , current attempts of over - the 

CROSS - REFERENCE TO RELATED air - update techniques require the manufacturer to distribute 
APPLICATIONS a new version of the entire ECU software as a replacement 

package to the affected vehicles . When the replacement 
This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica package is received by an affected vehicle , the affected 

tion Ser . No. 16 / 502,953 , filed on Jul . 3 , 2019 , which is a 10 vehicle is required to store the replacement package into a 
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser . No. 16 / 044,002 , spare memory space a memory space not used by the ECU ) , 
filed on Jul . 24 , 2018 , which issued as U.S. Pat . No. erase the current version of the ECU software from the 
10,402,192 on Sep. 3 , 2019 , which claims priority to U.S. memory space used by the ECU , copy the replacement 
Provisional Patent App . No. 62 / 536,767 , filed on Jul . 25 , package from the spare memory space into the memory 
2017 , and U.S. Provisional Patent App . No. 62 / 560,224 , 15 space used by the ECU , and restart the ECU so it can load 
filed on Sep. 19 , 2017. The disclosures of the above the new version of the ECU software . This is virtually 
referenced applications are expressly incorporated herein by impossible in ECUs , due to significant storage space limi 
reference in their entireties . tations and the interruption to the functioning of the ECU . 

ECUs are nearly full with existing software and data already , 
BACKGROUND 20 and have very limited available storage space for new 

software or data . Further , there are significant cost limita 
Modern vehicles utilize many Electronic Control Units tions associated with providing new software to ECUs . 

( ECUS ) to control operations of components such as Moreover , interrupting the processing flow of an ECU can 
engines , powertrains , transmissions , brakes , suspensions , be inconvenient or very dangerous , depending on the role of 
onboard entertainment systems , communication systems , 25 the ECU and the conditions of the vehicle . 
and the like . ECUs control basic operations of modern There is thus a need for technological solutions to gen 
vehicles , from power steering to breaking to acceleration . In erate , receive , and process update packages for updating 
addition , ECUs control numerous add - on and analytical software on ECUs without the aforementioned shortcom 
features in vehicles . For example , some cars may be ings . In particular , there is a need for solutions for updating 
equipped with ECUs configured to collect and analyze 30 a vehicle with differential software , rather than an entire 
driving data , which may be provided to insurance companies software module or package , over the air and without a 
to determine insurance premiums . Some cars may be dedicated client on an ECU . Further , solutions should not 
equipped with ECUs configured to enhance the driving have a requirement of significant additional memory usage , 
experience , and some may be equipped with ECUs config or any downtime of the ECU itself . In addition , such 
ured to provide advanced ( or automated ) driving assistance . 35 solutions should not require reprogramming the memory of 
As ECUs continue to increase in complexity and sophis the ECU . Further , such solutions should allow for rolling 

tication , managing software performance , upgrades , and bug back the software version on an ECU to a prior version 
fixes on ECUs is becoming a challenge . Currently , there are without the need to download an entire software module , 
roughly 60 to 70 ECUs in an average car ( and roughly 180 without reprogramming the memory ( which can be expen 
ECUs in a luxury car ) . These ECUs correspond to tens of 40 sive , time - consuming , and disruptive ) , and again without 
millions of lines of code . Maintaining the code is becoming significant memory requirements or any downtime of the 
increasingly difficult . Moreover , highly sophisticated soft ECU . 
ware tends to be more prone to vulnerabilities such as There is also a need for technological solutions to gen 
software bugs , glitches , and calibration problems . Manufac erate data for abnormality detection that will not consume 
turers or developers of ECUs may wish to promptly fix these 45 large amounts of data throughput to store or to transmit . 
vulnerabilities as soon as they are discovered . Such techniques should provide lean execution performance 
A further type of vulnerability in ECUs relates to ECU to keep the main application on an ECU running , with all its 

errors or faults . An ECU error may be , for example , a resources it needs , and without additional required 
runtime error , stack overflow , stack underfloor , etc. An ECU resources . It would further be advantageous to utilize a 
fault may be , for example , a deviation in the normal or 50 distributed vehicle architecture solution that sends only calls 
expected operation of an ECU ( e.g. , performing a function for action ( e.g. , based on anomaly detection through 
a certain number of times per time interval , but then “ drift machine learning ) to a control center or server for perform 
ing ” to perform the function a different number of times , ing responsive actions . 
either suddenly or slowly over time ) . Slowly implemented Further , there is a need for technological solutions for the 
drifting in the execution of ECU software can be a particu- 55 problems that arise based on dependencies between ECUs in 
larly difficult problem , since it is hard to immediately detect vehicles . For example , when the software on one ECU is 
given the lack of any obvious signs of changes to the ECU's updated , it may cause the ECU to be unable to communicate 
operation . with other ECUs in the vehicle . This may occur , for 
One approach to address these vulnerabilities in affected example , when the update to the ECU affects its network 

vehicles is to issue a recall . However , recalls can be time- 60 address , incoming or outgoing communications policies , 
consuming , and they do not provide any assurance that the format or payload of data communications , timing of com 
affected vehicles will be fixed in a timely manner . Alterna munications , protocol of communications , or various other 
tively , manufacturers or developers may attempt to provide attributes of its functionality . It would be advantageous , 
fixes to the affected vehicles through on - board diagnostic therefore , to be able to manage the dependencies between 
( OBD ) ports or over - the - air ( e.g. , using various types of 65 ECUs so that software updates to ECUs can be coordinated 
wireless communication techniques ) . Nevertheless , OBD and performed on all ECUs that may be impacted by an 
ports are themselves attack surfaces for vehicles , and over update . 
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SUMMARY According to a disclosed embodiment , the plurality of 
attributes is identified at least partially based on a binary file 

The disclosed embodiments describe non - transitory com resolution of the software update . 
puter readable media and methods for generating an update According to a disclosed embodiment , the plurality of 
package for updating software on an Electronic Control Unit 5 attributes is identified at least partially based on a map file 
( ECU ) in a vehicle . For example , in an exemplary embodi associated with the software update . 
ment , there may be a non - transitory computer readable According to a disclosed embodiment , the software 
medium including instructions that , when executed by at update is a monolithic file . 
least one processor , cause the at least one processor to According to a disclosed embodiment , the software 
perform operations for generating an update package for 10 update is a file interdependent on other files . 
updating software on an ECU in a vehicle . The operations According to a disclosed embodiment , the operations 
may comprise : accessing a plurality of attributes of a soft include , before providing the delta file to the ECU , checking 
ware update to be stored on the ECU in the vehicle ; a dependency system to determine whether any interdepen 
accessing a corresponding plurality of attributes of current dent ECUs should be updated based on the delta file being 
software stored on the ECU in the vehicle ; comparing the 15 provided to the ECU . 
plurality of attributes with the corresponding plurality of According to a disclosed embodiment , the operations 
attributes ; generating a delta file representing differences further include automatically providing additional delta files 
between the plurality of attributes and the corresponding to the interdependent ECUs to perform software updates on 
plurality of attributes determined in the comparison ; and the interdependent ECUs . 
providing the delta file to the ECU , wherein the delta file is 20 According to a disclosed embodiment , a system may be 
configured to be processed by startup code in the ECU that implemented for updating software on an ECU in a vehicle . 
enables the delta file to execute in the ECU in the vehicle . The system may comprise : one or more processors ; and one 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is or more memories having instructions that , when executed 
integrated into the delta file . by the one or more processors , cause the one or more 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is 25 processors to perform the operations of : accessing a plurality 
installed on the ECU before the delta file is received by the of attributes of a software update to be stored on the ECU in 
ECU . the vehicle ; accessing a corresponding plurality of attributes 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is of current software stored on the ECU in the vehicle ; 
configured to initialize a runtime library of the delta file . comparing the plurality of attributes with the corresponding 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is 30 plurality of attributes ; generating a delta file representing 
configured to update a program counter of the ECU to differences between the plurality of attributes and the cor 
execute an instruction contained in the delta file . responding plurality of attributes determined in the com 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the delta file parison ; and providing the delta file to the ECU , wherein the 
comprises variable data representing a value of a variable delta file is configured to be processed by startup code in the 
referenced by the software update . 35 ECU that enables the delta file to execute in the ECU in the 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is vehicle . 
configured to extract the variable data from the delta file and According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is 
place the variable data into a memory accessible to the ECU . configured to initialize a runtime library of the delta file . 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the delta file According to a disclosed embodiment , a method may be 
comprises code for updating memory addresses in the ECU . 40 implemented for updating software on an ECU in a vehicle . 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is The method may comprise : accessing a plurality of attri 
configured to extract the code for updating memory butes of a software update to be stored on the ECU in the 
addresses and update the memory addresses in the ECU . vehicle ; accessing a corresponding plurality of attributes of 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the software on the current software stored on the ECU in the vehicle ; compar 
ECU is mapped to a plurality of functional units , and the 45 ing the plurality of attributes with the corresponding plural 
ECU is configured to utilize a virtual file system ( VFS ) to ity of attributes ; generating a delta file representing differ 
manage and track one or more versions of each of the between the plurality of attributes and the 
plurality of functional units . corresponding plurality of attributes determined in the com 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the plurality of parison ; and providing the delta file to the ECU , wherein the 
attributes of the software update to be stored on the ECU 50 delta file is configured to be processed by startup code in the 
comprises at least one of the plurality of functional units ECU that enables the delta file to execute in the ECU in the 
managed by the VFS . vehicle . 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the instructions According to a disclosed embodiment , the startup code is 
further comprise : applying a first grid to the software upda configured to initialize a runtime library of the delta file . 
applying a second grid to the current software stored on the 55 Aspects of the disclosed embodiments may include tan 
ECU ; and identifying the plurality of attributes and the gible computer - readable media that store software instruc 
corresponding plurality of attributes based on a comparison tions that , when executed by one or more processors , are 
of the first and second grids . configured for and capable of performing and executing one 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the first grid rep or more of the methods , operations , and the like consistent 
resents the software update in one or more dimensions , 60 with the disclosed embodiments . Also , aspects of the dis 
including at least one of : binary data associated with the closed embodiments may be performed by one or more 
software update , a source attribute associated with the processors that are configured as special - purpose processor 
software update , and a map file associated with the software ( s ) based on software instructions that are programmed with 
update . logic and instructions that perform , when executed , one or 

According to a disclosed embodiment , the plurality of 65 more operations consistent with the disclosed embodiments . 
attributes is identified at least partially based on a program It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
ming language used to develop the software update . description and the following detailed description are exem 

ences 
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plary and explanatory only , and are not restrictive of the FIG . 18 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for 
disclosed embodiments , as claimed . reporting ECU errors to a remote monitoring server in 

accordance with disclosed embodiments . 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
The accompanying drawings , which are incorporated in 

and constitute a part of this specification , illustrate disclosed In the following detailed description , numerous specific 
embodiments and , together with the description , serve to details are set forth in order to provide a thorough under 
explain the disclosed embodiments . In the drawings : standing of the disclosed example embodiments . However , 
FIG . 1A is a block diagram of an example system in 10 it will be understood by those skilled in the art that the 

accordance with disclosed embodiments . principles of the example embodiments may be practiced 
FIG . 1B is an illustration of a system environment in without every specific detail . Well - known methods , proce 

which delta files may be created and deployed , and ECU dures , and components have not been described in detail so 
operations may be monitored in accordance with disclosed as not to obscure the principles of the example embodi 
embodiments . 15 ments . Unless explicitly stated , the example methods and 
FIG . 1C is an illustration of a vehicle communications processes described herein are not constrained to a particular 

network in accordance with disclosed embodiments . order or sequence , or constrained to a particular system 
FIG . 2 is an illustration depicting an exemplary ECU configuration . Additionally , some of the described embodi 

software update process in accordance with disclosed ments or elements thereof can occur or be performed simul 
embodiments . 20 taneously , at the same point in time , or concurrently . 
FIG . 3 is an illustration depicting an example process to Reference will now be made in detail to the disclosed 

generate a delta file in accordance with disclosed embodi embodiments , examples of which are illustrated in the 
ments . accompanying drawings . 
FIG . 4 is an illustration depicting startup code configured FIG . 1A is a block diagram of an example system 100 in 

to update a program counter of an ECU in accordance with 25 accordance with disclosed embodiments . As shown , system 
disclosed embodiments . 100 includes one or more server ( or computer ) 102 config 
FIG . 5 is an illustration depicting a delta file that includes ured to communicate with one or more vehicles 104 over a 

code changes to different segments of code in accordance communication channel 106. Communication channel 106 
with disclosed embodiments . may include a bus , a cable , a wireless communication 
FIG . 6 is an illustration depicting a delta file made 30 channel , a radio - based communication channel , the Internet , 

available to an ECU for an update in accordance with a local area network ( LAN ) , a wireless local area network 
disclosed embodiments . ( WLAN ) , a wide area network ( WAN ) , a cellular commu 
FIG . 7 is another illustration depicting a delta file made nication network , or any Internet Protocol ( IP ) based com 

available to an ECU for an update in accordance with munication network and the like . In some embodiments , 
disclosed embodiments . 35 communication channel 106 may be based on public cloud 
FIG . 8 is a further illustration depicting a delta file made infrastructure , private cloud infrastructure , hybrid public / 

available to an ECU for an update in accordance with private cloud infrastructure , or no cloud infrastructure . In 
disclosed embodiments . such differing embodiments , server 102 and vehicles 104 
FIG . 9 is an illustration depicting a timeline view of may each be in the same , or in different , networks or 

software updates made available to an ECU in accordance 40 network segments . In some embodiments , vehicles 104 may 
with disclosed embodiments . be equipped with one or more compatible receivers config 
FIG . 10 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for ured to support communications with server 102 via com 

generating an update package for updating software on an munication channel 106. The receivers are not shown in 
ECU in a vehicle in accordance with disclosed embodi FIG . 1A for illustrative simplicity . 
ments . Server 102 may include at least one processor 108. In 
FIG . 11 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for embodiments involving multiple servers ( e.g. , a server 

receiving and integrating a delta file in a vehicle in accor farm ) , processor 108 may include one or more dedicated 
dance with disclosed embodiments . processing units , application - specific integrated circuits 
FIG . 12 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for ( ASICs ) , field - programmable gate arrays ( FPGAs ) , or vari 

performing updates to ECU software while an ECU of a 50 ous other types of processors or processing units coupled 
vehicle is operating in accordance with disclosed embodi with at least one non - transitory processor - readable memory 
ments . 110 configured for storing processor - executable code . When 

FIG . 13 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for the processor - executable code is executed by processor 108 , 
adjusting vehicle ECU software versions in accordance with processor 108 may carry out various different instructions 
disclosed embodiments . 55 ( e.g. , to determine whether one or more ECUs installed in 
FIG . 14 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for one or more vehicles 104 need to be updated , etc. ) . Proces 

identifying ECU anomalies in a vehicle in accordance with sor 108 may also carry out instructions to generate update 
disclosed embodiments . packages for the ECUs when it is determined that one or 
FIG . 15 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for more ECUs installed in one or more vehicles 104 need to be 

identifying ECU anomalies in a vehicle in accordance with 60 updated . As discussed below , processor 108 may also per 
disclosed embodiments . form various other functions . 
FIG . 16 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for It is contemplated that server 102 may be configured to 

opportunistically updating ECU software in a vehicle in serve various types of users . For example , an automaker 
accordance with disclosed embodiments . may utilize server 102 to generate and rollout software 
FIG . 17 is an exemplary flowchart showing a process for 65 updates to ECUs installed on vehicles manufactured by the 

automatically providing updates to one or more vehicles in automaker . In another example , a component manufacturer 
accordance with disclosed embodiments . ( e.g. , an ECU developer , or manufacturer whose products 

45 



US 10,838,713 B2 
7 8 

use ECUs ) may utilize server 102 to generate and rollout software updates should be developed or transmitted , which 
software updates to ECUs produced or maintained by that vehicles or specific ECUs should receive the updates , and 
component manufacturer . In still another example , a service various other types of information . Reporting system 132 
provider ( e.g. , a dealership or a service center ) may utilize may be configured to receive updates from vehicles ( e.g. , 
server 102 to update ECUs installed on vehicles that are 5 observed activity of ECUs ) or deliver reports to vehicles 
being serviced at the service provider . It is to be understood ( e.g. , regarding updates to perform ) . In some embodiments , 
that while only one server 102 is depicted in FIG . 1A , such dependency management system 126 , fault analytics system 
a depiction is merely exemplary and is not meant to be 128 , update management system 130 , and reporting system 
limiting . It is contemplated that more than one server 102 32 may be implemented in server 102 , or separately . 
may be utilized , and that different users may utilize different 10 FIG . 1C is an illustration of the architecture in a vehicle 
servers 102 to generate and rollout software updates to communications network ( e.g. , in vehicle 104 - a , 104 - b , 
ECUs without departing from the spirit and scope of the 104 - c , 104 - d , or 104 - e ) . For example , a telematic control 
present disclosure . unit ( TCU ) 134 may be integrated into the network to 

FIG . 1B is an exemplary illustration of system environ perform various tracking features for the vehicle . In some 
ments in which delta files and software updates may be 15 embodiments , TCU 134 may include an integrated or sepa 
generated and monitored . As illustrated , a production tool rate telecommunications transceiver ( e.g. , cellular , WiFi , 
chain 122 may be a group of programming systems or tools satellite , etc. ) , a global positioning system ( GPS ) trans 
for developing and distributing software that runs on vehicle ceiver , and a controller for interfacing with other compo 
ECUs ( e.g. , ECU 112 ) . Production toolchain 122 may nents of the vehicle communications network . The network 
include the software components ( e.g. , compiler , linker , 20 may also include a gateway 136 , which may be the central 
libraries , etc. ) for developing and implementing software on point of communications with an outside network ( e.g. , 
vehicle ECUs . As discussed further below , the embodiments server 102 ) and the internal network of the vehicle . In some 
of this disclosure relate to generating delta files for software embodiments , gateway 136 may interface with an orches 
updates , and may be generated based on information from trator ( discussed further below ) , which controls one or more 
the production toolchain 122. For example , as discussed 25 operations of ECUs 112 in the vehicle . The network may 
below , the map file , source , and binary data elements used further include an onboard diagnostics port 138 , which may 
to build delta files ( e.g. , in connection with FIG . 3 ) may be a physical port allowing a wired connection to the vehicle 
come from the production toolchain 122. Software updates network for diagnostics , maintenance , and other functions . 
may be developed as delta files 124 , which may be delivered In addition , the vehicle network may include various ECUS , 
to vehicles over the air , as discussed further in connection 30 such as ECUs 112 , 112a , 112b , 112c , and others . As illus 
with FIG . 1A . trated , ECU 112 may be configured with software instruc 
FIG . 1B also illustrates a dependency management sys tions for fault detection and downtime prediction 140 , 

tem 126 , fault analytics system 28 , update management integrated rollback 142 to prior versions of ECU software , 
system 130 , and reporting system 132. In various embodi and unified diagnostic services ( UDS ) updates 144 , among 
ments discussed below , the dependencies between software 35 other operations . These functions are further discussed 
versions may be expressed as a map file defining the below . 
relationships and dependencies between functions and enti FIG . 2 is an illustration depicting an exemplary ECU 
ties in the software , the size of the software , specific memory software update process carried out by server 102 to update 
addresses , specific functions or commands corresponding to software of an exemplary ECU 112. In some embodiments , 
memory locations , etc. Further , dependency management 40 the process may be performed locally in a vehicle rather than 
system 126 may identify dependencies between ECUs . For at the server 102 ( e.g. , through an orchestrator in the vehicle 
example , when a software update is performed for one ECU , that manages ECUs 118 ) . As shown in FIG . 2 , server 102 
the update may cause the ECU to be unable to communicate may access information regarding both a new version of the 
( or to incorrectly communicate ) with one or more other ECU software ( may be referred to as software update 202 ) 
ECUs . This may occur , for example , if the software update 45 to be used by ECU 112 and the current version of the ECU 
affects the network address of an ECU , the protocol of software ( may be referred to as current software 204 ) used 
communications the ECU will use , the incoming or outgoing by ECU 112. Server 102 may access information regarding 
communications policies of the ECU , the headers or payload software update 202 in various manners . In some embodi 
of communications from the ECU , the timing of communi ments , automakers or component manufacturers responsible 
cations from the ECU , or various other attributes of the 50 for developing or maintaining the ECU software may pro 
ECU's functionality . In order to prevent conflicts that arise vide a copy of software update 202 to be stored locally on 
when a software update is performed on an ECU and other server 102. In some embodiments , a work station used to 
interdependent ECUs are affected , dependency management develop software update 202 may be configured to serve as 
system 126 may be configured to maintain lists or mappings server 102. In some embodiments , automakers or compo 
of dependencies between ECUs . The lists or mappings may 55 nent manufacturers may also store copies of software update 
identify interdependent ECUs , and may also further specify 202 in one or ore network storage devices that are accessible 
reasons for their interdependency ( e.g. , particular formats of to server 102. In some embodiments , software update 202 
data communications that are expected or required , particu may be provided as a monolithic file . In some embodiments , 
lar network addresses , particular communications timing software update 202 may be provided as a file interdepen 
requirements , etc. ) . This information may be maintained by 60 dent on other files . 
dependency management system 126 , and may be periodi Server 102 may access information regarding current 
cally updated ( e.g. , from server 102 ) . software 204 used by ECU 112 in various manners . In some 

Further , as discussed below , various anomalies , errors , embodiments , server 102 may query ECU 112 ( e.g. , via 
and faults may be detected in the operation of ECUs . Such communication channel 106 ) for its software version num 
data , and algorithms for detecting such events , may be 65 ber . In some embodiments , server 102 may request direct 
managed by fault analytics system 128. Update management access to a memory device ( e.g. , a flash memory , RAM , 
system 130 may be responsible for determining when ECU ROM , etc. ) 120 where current software 204 used by ECU 
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112 is stored . In some embodiments , server 102 may keep a 4 ) . Server 102 may also configure startup code 208 to update 
record of software versions deployed to ECUs and use the the program counter of ECU 112 so that after the execution 
record to determine the version of current software 204 used of the segment of code contained in delta file 206 , the 
by ECU 112. It is contemplated that while specific imple program counter may link the execution back to the code 
mentations may vary , as long as server 102 can access 5 contained in current software 204 ( depicted as program 
information regarding both software update 202 and current counter update “ 3 ” in FIG . 4 ) . In this manner , the segment 
software 204 , server 102 can compare attributes of both of code contained in delta file 206 can be placed anywhere 
software update 202 and current software 204 and generate in memory 120 , and the program counter of ECU 112 can be 
a delta file representing the differences between attributes of used to load that segment of code into a memory ( e.g. , flash , 
software update 202 and the corresponding attributes of 10 RAM , etc. ) of ECU 112 for execution . In other words , the 
current software 204 , as further discussed below . code contained in delta file 206 may be position - independent 

FIG . 3 is an illustration depicting an example process and can be placed in memory 120 without requiring ECU 
carried out by server 102 to generate such a delta file . As 112 to erase any existing contents of memory 120. Further , 
shown in FIG . 3 , server 102 may compare attributes includ startup code 208 may be configured to extract the delta data 
ing the source , the binary code , and the map file of software 15 from the 3Diff or delta file 206 , and store it on the memory 
update 202 with their corresponding attributes of current ( e.g. , flash , RAM , ROM , etc. ) of the ECU 112. The data may 
software 204. As discussed above , these attributes may be include data used during runtime of the software 202/204 . 
obtained directly from the production toolchain 122 ( e.g. , as The startup code may also determine if old contents of the 
part of , or following , the software build and deploy pro memory in the ECU 112 need to be erased ( e.g. , because 
cesses ) . The source attribute may identify , for example , the 20 storage space is almost full ) . 
source code language , version , whether the source code is It is to be understood that using the program counter of 
flat , the number or type of objects referenced in the source ECU 112 to load the code contained in delta file 206 into the 
code , and other attributes . The binary attribute may be memory of ECU 112 is presented merely as an example and 
represented as Executable and Linkable Format ( ELF ) code is not meant to be limiting . In some embodiments , a boot 
( e.g. , with program header , section header , data , etc. ) , as 25 strap loader ( e.g. , a program that resides in the memory of 
pure binary , or in other forms . The map file may describe ECU 112 ) may be used to load the code contained in delta 
relationships and dependencies between functions and enti file 206 into the memory of ECU 112 instead or in conjunc 
ties in the software 202 and / or 204 , the size of the software , tion . It is to be understood that other techniques may also be 
specific memory addresses , specific functions or commands used to load the code contained in delta file 206 into the 
corresponding to memory locations , etc. 30 memory of ECU 112 for execution without departing from 

Representing software update 202 and current software the spirit and scope of the present disclosure . 
204 in terms of their source , binary code , and map file It is also to be understood that while FIG . 4 depicts 
attributes may be referred to as a “ grid ” representation , and redirecting the program counter of ECU 112 from one 
a comparison between a grid representing software update segment of code contained in current software 204 to 
202 and a grid representing current software 204 may be 35 another segment of code contained in delta file 206 , such a 
referred to as a multi - dimensional ( e.g. , three - dimensional depiction is merely exemplary . It is contemplated that code 
differential ( or 3Diff ) comparison ) . In some embodiments , changes 210 contained in delta file 206 may represent 
fewer or additional dimensions may be used as well . Such a changes made to more than one segment of code contained 
3Diff comparison , or other multi - dimensional comparison , in current software 204. For example , as shown in FIG . 5 , 
may be utilized to produce a delta file 206 that may include 40 delta file 206 may include code changes to three different 
data representing changes made to the binary and / or the segments of code referred to as “ Symbol 1 , ” “ Symbol 2 , " 
source code 210 of ECU 112 , changes made to one or more and “ Symbol 3. ” It is contemplated that these code changes 
variables 212 used by ECU 112 , and changes made to may be handled in manners similar to that described above . 
memory addresses 214 referenced by ECU 112. Notably , That is , the startup code contained in delta file 206 ( or , 
such a 3Diff file may represent the differences between 45 alternatively , in current software 204 ) , may update the 
software update 202 and current software 204 , so that program counter of ECU 112 to skip certain segments of 
current software 204 can be upgraded to software update code ( i.e. , symbols ) contained in current software 204 of 
202 by receiving only the 3Diff file , and not the entire ECU 112 and load the corresponding segments of code ( i.e. , 
software update 202 itself . the corresponding symbols ) contained in delta file 206 into 

Also shown in FIG . 3 is a startup code 208 , which may be 50 the memory ( e.g. , flash , RAM , etc. ) of ECU 112 for execu 
integrated into 3Diff or delta file 206. Alternatively , startup tion instead . 
code 208 may be a part of current software 204 and not a part In some embodiments , ECU 112 may utilize a virtual file 
of delta file 206. For example , in such embodiments , startup system ( VFS ) 230 to manage the symbols . As discussed 
code 208 may be the preexisting startup or initialization herein , VFS 230 may be a variety of different types of virtual 
code associated with an ECU and its software . 55 file systems , databases , or lists . VFS 230 may provide an 

In some embodiments , server 102 may configure startup abstraction of the software 202/204 , and may express the 
code 208 to initialize a runtime library of delta file 206. In elements of the 3Diff file ( e.g. , source , binary , and map file 
some embodiments , for example , server 102 may configure attributes ) . In some embodiments , ECU 112 may utilize VFS 
startup code 208 to update a program counter of ECU 112 to 230 to track different versions of the symbols . For example , 
skip certain code contained in current software 204 and 60 as shown in FIG . 6 , if a second delta file 216 ( representing 
execute certain code contained in delta file 206 instead . For changes made in a second software update ) is made avail 
example , as shown in FIG . 4 , startup code 208 may be able to ECU 112 , and if second delta file 216 contains 
configured to update the program counter of ECU 112 so that Version 2 of code changes made to Symbol 1 and Symbol 2 , 
ECU 112 may skip a segment of code contained in current ECU 112 may utilize VFS 230 to track the different versions 
software 204 ( depicted as program counter update “ 1 ” in 65 of the symbols and determine the correct version to be used 
FIG . 4 ) and execute a segment of code contained in delta file for execution . If a third delta file 226 ( representing changes 
206 instead ( depicted as program counter update “ 2 ” in FIG . made in a third software update ) is made available to ECU 
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112 , and if third delta file 226 contains Version 3 of code 206 is received at ECU 112 ( and stored into memory 120 ) , 
changes made to Symbol 1 , ECU 112 also may utilize VFS ECU 112 may execute delta file 206 based on the startup 
230 to track Version 3 of Symbol 1 , as shown in FIG . 7 . code contained therein and link delta file 206 to software 204 

In some embodiments , ECU 112 may utilize VFS 230 to of ECU 112 as described above . If , at time T2 , a second 
roll back certain changes to ECU 112's software if needed . 5 software update becomes available to replace the first soft 
For example , upon detection of certain anomalies ( details of ware update , server 102 may repeat the process described 
which will be described later ) in the performance of ECU above ( e.g. , compare the second software update to software 
112 , server 102 may determine that Version 3 of Symbol 1 204 of ECU 112 , generate a second delta file 216 , and 
should be rendered non - executable ( or disabled ) and that the provide second delta file 216 to ECU 112 ) . Once second 
ECU software should be reverted back to a previous version 10 delta file 216 is received at ECU 112 ( and stored into 
( e.g. , the second software update ) . Server 102 may achieve memory 120 ) , ECU 112 may execute second delta file 216 
this by prompting ECU 112 to roll back to the second based on the startup code contained therein and link second 
software update , and ECU 112 may in turn utilize VFS 230 delta file 216 to software 204 of ECU 112. Similarly , if , at 
to reinstitute Symbol 1 , Version 2 ( and disable Symbol 1 , time T3 , a third software update becomes available , server 
Version 3 ) by updating memory addresses in ECU 112 15 102 may provide a third delta file 226 to ECU 112 , and ECU 
corresponding to these symbols , as shown in FIG . 8. Effec 112 may link third delta file 226 to software 204 of ECU 112 
tively , Version 3 of Symbol 1 may be removed from the accordingly . 
memory ( e.g. , flash , RAM , etc. ) of ECU 112 and Version 2 Also illustrated in FIG . 9 is the ability for server 102 to 
of Symbol 1 may be loaded into the memory of ECU 112 for roll back a particular software update . For example , upon 
execution instead . Notably , however , there is no need to 20 detection of certain anomalies ( details of which will be 
delete Version 3 of Symbol 1 and download an entire copy described later ) at time T4 , server 102 may determine that 
of Version 2 of Symbol 1. Instead , as discussed further the third software update should be rendered non - executable 
below , the ECU 112 may simply receive a delta file 206 and that the ECU software should be reverted back to a 
identifying the updates to the ECU 112's memory that need previous version ( e.g. , the second software update ) . Server 
to be updated ( based on the source , binary , and map file 25 102 may achieve this by prompting ECU 112 to remove the 
attributes ) to accomplish the reversion back to Version 2 of link between third delta file 226 and software 204 of ECU 
Symbol 1. Using this technique , bandwidth is reduced in the 112 ( e.g. , rendering the code changes contained in delta file 
transmission to ECU 112 and memory space in ECU 112 is 226 non - executable , as previously described with reference 
also saved . This technique is discussed further below . to FIG . 8 ) , and re - execute the startup code contained in 

Referring now back to FIG . 3. It is noted that in addition 30 second delta file 216 to re - establish the link between second 
to handling code changes , server 102 may also configure delta file 216 and software 204 of ECU 112 , as shown in 
startup code 208 to handle changes made to variables used 
by ECU 112 as well as changes made to memory addresses In some embod ECU 112 may be configured 
referenced by ECU 112. Specifically , in some embodiments , keep third delta file 226 in memory 120 after the rollback 
server 102 may configure startup code 208 to extract vari- 35 operation . Keeping third delta file 226 in memory 120 may 
able change data 212 from delta file 206 and place the allow ECU 112 to re - activate the third software update later 
extracted variable data ( if any ) into the memory ( e.g. , flash , if needed . 
RAM , etc. ) of ECU 112. As noted above , startup code 208 In some embodiments , server 102 may purposely push 
may be located in the delta file 206 itself , or in the current third delta file 226 into memory 120 as a way to prepare 
software 204. Server 102 may also configure startup code 40 ECU 112 for a future update . Server 102 may , for example , 
208 to include instructions to delete old ( outdated ) variable instruct ECU 112 to temporarily bypass the startup code 
data from the memory of ECU 112. Server 102 may further contained in third delta file 226 when third delta file 226 is 
configure startup code 208 to extract memory addresses pushed into memory 120. The link between second delta file 
change data 214 ( if any ) from delta file 206 and update the 216 and software 204 of ECU 112 may therefore remain in 
memory addresses in ECU 112 accordingly . In this manner , 45 place until such a time when server 102 instructs ECU 112 
server 102 may simply place delta file 206 into memory 120 to execute the startup code contained in third delta file 226 
without having to make any changes to current software 204 , ( or in current software 204 ) , which may then link third delta 
and let ECU 112 execute startup code 208 contained in delta file 226 to software 204 of ECU 112 and complete the 
file 206 or current software 204 to link current software 204 deployment of the third software update . It is contemplated 
and delta file 206 together to form a functional equivalent of 50 that such an operation may be referred to as a roll forward , 
software update 202 without the need to reboot ECU 112 . which may be utilized as a technique to coordinate the roll 

In some embodiments , delta file 206 may be implemented out of ECU software updates . 
as a standard hexadecimal or binary file ( or other types , such It is noted , however , that the number of delta files that can 
as S Record , MotorolaTM , and others ) , which can be readily be stored in memory 120 may be limited due to its storage 
processed by ECU 112. In some embodiments , ECU 112 55 capacity . Therefore , in some embodiments , ECU 112 may be 
may continue its operation ( e.g. , continue to execute code configured to identify specific contents stored in memory 
contained in current software 204 ) as delta file 206 is being 120 for deletion when ECU 112 determines that the utiliza 
placed into memory 120. In some embodiments . ECU 112 tion of memory 120 is above a threshold ( e.g. , 75 % or 90 % 
may defragment memory 120 after completing the update full ) . In some embodiments , ECU 112 may identify contents 
process described above . It is contemplated , however , that 60 for deletion based on their corresponding creation date , 
defragmenting memory 120 may only needed infrequently , version number , file size , or the like . For example , an old 
and not for every software update . delta file that has not been used for a long time may be a 
The update process may be repeated a number of times as good candidate for deletion . In some embodiments , ECU 

subsequent software updates become available . As illus 112 may also choose to replace its memory content entirely . 
trated in FIG . 9 , suppose that , at time T1 , a first software 65 For example , instead of keeping its original software plus 
update is made available and server 102 generated delta file multiple delta files received over the years , ECU 112 may 
206 and provided delta file 206 to ECU 112. Once delta file decide to erase the entire content of memory 120 and replace 



US 10,838,713 B2 
13 14 

it with a clean copy of the most recent ECU software . ECU anomalies may correspond to specific sequences of memory 
112 may continue to use the delta file - based update process locations used by ECU 112. If ECU 112 attempts to access 
described above for future updates . memory locations in an order that is incompatible with the 

Referring now generally to FIG . 1A . It is noted that while specific sequences , orchestrator 114 may identify such an 
the descriptions above provided various examples illustrat- 5 activity as an anomaly . In some embodiments , the detected 
ing efficient techniques for server 102 to provide software anomalies may correspond to at least one peak in data flow 
updates to vehicles 104 via communication channel 106 , in or out of ECU 112. If data flowing in or out of ECU 112 
vehicles 104 may also utilize communication channel 106 to is abnormally high , orchestrator 114 may report an anon nomaly . 
provide information to server 102 to further enhance the In some embodiments , the detected anomalies may corre 
software update process . 10 spond to at least one peak in data processing by one or more 

For example , in some embodiments , vehicle 104 - b may processors of ECU 112. If data processing by one or more 
include at least one processor 114 coupled with at least one processors of ECU 112 is abnormally high , orchestrator 114 
non - transitory processor - readable memory 116 configured may report an anomaly . In some embodiments , the detected 
for storing processor - executable code . When the processor anomalies may correspond to at least one anomaly in power 
executable code is executed by processor 114 , processor 114 15 consumption of ECU 112. If power consumption of ECU 
may carry out instructions to monitor real - time processing 112 is abnormally high , orchestrator 114 may report an 
activities of ECU 112 and identify ECU anomalies . In some anomaly 
embodiments , processor 114 may provide information In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be config 
regarding ECU anomalies to server 102 and ; or other ured to monitor other ECUs in addition to ECU 112. In some 
vehicles 104 . 20 embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be configured to moni 

For illustrative purposes , a processor 114 configured to tor real - time processing activities of multiple ECUs in 
monitor real - time processing activities of ECU 112 and vehicle 104 - b . For example , in some embodiments , orches 
provide information regarding ECU anomalies to server 102 trator 114 may be configured to receive comparable data 
and / or other vehicles 104 may be referred to as an orches relating to processing activities of at least one other ECU 
trator 114. In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be 25 118 deemed comparable to ECU 112 . 
implemented as a unit separated from ECU 112. However , R is contemplated that ECU 118 and ECU 112 may be 
it is contemplated that orchestrator 114 and ECU 112 may deemed comparable by their manufacturers or developers . 
share certain hardware component without departing from ECU 118 and ECU 112 may also be deemed comparable 
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure . In additional based on their control functions and / or rules associated with 
embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be configured to per- 30 ECU software running on ECU 118 and ECU 112. For 
form machine learning or artificial intelligence functions example , if ECU 118 and ECU 112 have established that 
( e.g. , based on data from ECUS , from ECUs in fleets of their corresponding sequences of execution are sufficiently 
vehicles , etc. ) , as discussed further below . ilar , ECU 118 and ECU 112 may be deemed comparable . 

In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be config In another example , if ECU 118 and ECU 112 both suffer 
ured to access historical data relating to processing activity 35 from similar malicious sequences of executions . ECU 118 
of ECU 112. In some embodiments , the historical data may and ECU 112 may be deemed comparable . In yet another 
be logged in memory 116 previously by ECU 112 or by example , if the map files of ECU 118 and ECU 112 are 
orchestrator 114. The historical data may represent expected sufficiently similar , ECU 118 and ECU 112 may be deemed 
processing activity of ECU 112. Orchestrator 114 may comparable . In still another example , orchestrator 114 may 
compare the real - time processing activity data with the 40 communicate with processors located on other vehicles 104 
historical data to identify one or more anomalies in the ( e.g. , via communication channel 106 ) to observe which 
real - time processing activity of ECU 112. In some embodi ECUs the other vehicles 104 may consider to be comparable . 
ments , orchestrator 114 may implement various types of Orchestrator 114 may then determine which ECUs located in 
statistical models to carry out the comparison . In some vehicle 104 - b may be considered comparable based on its 
embodiments , orchestrator 114 may implement various 45 observation of other vehicles 104 . 
types of data processing techniques , including machine In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be config 
learning techniques to identify the anomalies . ured to compare real - time processing activity data received 

In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be config from ECU 112 with the comparable data received from ECU 
ured to report its findings to server 102 ( e.g. , via commu 118 to identify one or more anomalies in the real - time 
nication channel 106 ) . Alternatively or additionally , in some 50 processing activity of ECU 112. In some embodiments , the 
embodiments , orchestrator 114 may implement one or more comparable data received from ECU 118 may represent 
control actions for ECU 112 when it identifies one or more real - time processing activity data received from ECU 118 . 
anomalies . The control action may include , for example , Alternatively or additionally , in some embodiments , the 
issuing an alert associated with ECU 112 , blocking an comparable data received from ECU 118 may include pre 
instruction sent from ECU 112 , or issuing a prompt to ECU 55 viously recorded activity data obtained from ECU 118 . 
112 and requesting ECU 112 to adjust from executing one In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may implement 
version of ECU software to another ( e.g. , roll back a version various types of statistical models to carry out the compari 
of ECU software running on the ECU to a prior version of son between the real - time processing activity data received 
ECU software ) from ECU 112 and the comparable data received from ECU 

It is contemplated that orchestrator 114 configured in 60 118. In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may implement 
accordance with disclosed embodiments may be able to various types of data processing techniques , including 
detect various types of anomalies . For example , in some machine learning techniques , to identify anomalies . In some 
embodiments , the detected anomalies may correspond to embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be configured to report 
specific memory locations used by ECU 112. If ECU 112 its findings to server 102. Alternatively or additionally , in 
attempts to access a memory location outside of the specific 65 some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may implement one or 
memory locations , orchestrator 114 may identify such an more control actions for ECU 112 when it identifies one or 
activity as an anomaly . In some embodiments , the detected more anomalies . 
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In some embodiments , orchestrator 114 may be config tional data to it are child or edge nodes . A first tier ( e.g. , Tier 
ured to electronically poll ECUs in vehicle 104 - b to deter 1 ) may perform low - profile monitoring of ECU behavior . 
mine if the ECUs are properly responding to the poll . For example , this may involve applying machine learning 
Orchestrator 114 may then identify one or more ECU errors models or artificial intelligence algorithms to analyze the 
or faults associated with one or more ECUs in vehicle 104 - b . 5 activity of individual ECUs or groups of ECUs . This may 
An example of a fault may be an ECU performing an account for ECU memory footprints , CPU processing activ operation a different number of times per time interval than ity , functions called , sequences of functions called , etc. ) . A expected or allowed . If an ECU error or fault is identified , second tier ( e.g. , Tier 2 ) may operate on an on - demand basis . orchestrator 114 may also collect data related to the opera 
tion of the ECU and the identified ECU error . Orchestrator 10 tier detects a potential anomaly in the operational behavior 

For example , if the machine learning or artificial intelligence 
114 may send a report from vehicle 104 - b to server 102 
identifying the ECU and the identified ECU error . Server of an ECU , Tier 2 may be reached , which may involve 

further analysis of the ECU in question ( e.g. , a memory 102 may utilize the report for various purposes , including 
identification of errors and development of bug fixes . stack analysis , reporting information regarding the ECU 

It is to be understood that while the term “ orchestrator ” is 15 anomaly to the orchestrator 114 or server 102 , etc. ) . Simi 
used in the example above , the term is not meant to be larly , in a third tier of operations ( e.g. , Tier 3 ) , samples of the 
limiting . It is contemplated that an orchestrator may be ECU operations ( e.g. , the memory locations being called , 
configured to electronically poll ECUs in vehicles to deter software version , delta file version , copy of the software , 
mine if the ECUs are properly responding to a poll . In etc. ) may be transmitted back to orchestrator 114 or server 
addition , the orchestrator 114 may utilize machine learning 20 102 for further analysis . In a fourth tier of operations ( e.g. , 
or artificial intelligence techniques to determine if ECUs are Tier 4 ) , a determination may be made to perform a control 
properly operating ( e.g. , are operating within acceptable or action for the ECU or group of ECUs at issue . This may 
expected behavioral envelopes ) . For example , the orches include , for example , rolling the software back to a prior 
trator 114 may be configured to monitor the top function version ( e.g. , based on a delta file for the prior version ) , 
alities ( e.g. , top 10 or 100 functionalities ) in an ECU ( or 25 activating a safe mode for the ECU ( e.g. , blocking network 
multiple ECUs ) , and develop a model or map of observed communications , regulating functionality , etc. ) , or other 
functioning . When a deviation from this model or map is forms of control for the ECUs . 
detected , an anomaly may be declared . In some embodi It is to be understood that the orchestrator 114 may be 
ments , orchestrator 114 may be implemented as a particular implemented utilizing one or more processors 114 located in 
ECU ( e.g. , ECU 112 in FIG . 1 ) , while other ECUs are 30 vehicle 104 - b . In some embodiments , the orchestrator may 
configured to report ( e.g. , via push or pull ) data to the be implemented on processor 114 or a separate processor in 
orchestrator 114 ECU . In this way , the orchestrator 114 ECU the vehicle . In some embodiments , the orchestrator may be 
may gather data to be used in machine learning or artificial implemented remotely ( e.g. , via server 102 ) . For illustrative 
intelligence regarding the observed and expected function simplicity , the description below will reference a processor 
ality of other ECUs . 35 configured to electronically poll ECUs in vehicles to deter 

In some embodiments , the orchestrator 114 may partici mine if the ECUs are properly responding to the poll , or 
pate in a predictive maintenance or self - healing process for perform machine learning or artificial intelligence functions , 
ECUs in a vehicle . Such approaches may be based on a as an orchestrator . 
distributed , artificial immune system ( AIS ) framework . In In some embodiments , the orchestrator may poll an ECU 
particular , ECUs throughout a vehicle may be configured to 40 in vehicle 104 - b by sending a request message to the ECU 
report ( e.g. , via push or pull ) data regarding their operations and wait for the ECU to provide one or more response 
and functionality to orchestrator 114 ( or another AIS - con messages . The orchestrator may refer to , for example , the 
figured ECU ) for machine learning and artificial intelli integrated hardware counter or monitor in a processor ( e.g. , 
gence . The orchestrator 114 ( or another AIS - configured ECU processor ) that detects whether a program is continu 
ECU ) may perform algorithms on the received data to detect 45 ing to run . The orchestrator may determine that an ECU has 
software anomalies , errors ( e.g. , runtime errors ) , and faults performed or caused an error or fault when a failure to 
( e.g. , drifting ) . Such an architecture may be efficient and low respond to a poll is detected . As discussed above , errors and 
impact , since it distributes ECU reporting broadly among faults may include runtime errors , stack overflow errors , 
many ECUs , and is still capable of tracking many different “ drifting " of an application execution profile ( e.g. , becoming 
parameters of ECU performance . Further , the orchestrator 50 slower , faster , or occurring over a longer or shorter period ) , 
114 ( or another AIS - configured ECU ) may perform the etc. 
analysis autonomously and adaptively , reflecting the con In some embodiments , the orchestrator may poll multiple 
tinuously changing nature of ECU operations within the ECUs in vehicle 104 - b to determine whether the ECUs are 
vehicle . Based on the machine learning or artificial intelli executing ECU software that has a potential impact on one 
gent functions of orchestrator 114 ( or another AIS - config- 55 or more hardware components of vehicle 104 - b . For 
ured ECU ) , recommended changes may be suggested or example , if after updating ECU 112 , multiple ECUs that 
automatically implemented to maintain the health of the interact with the transmission start to exhibit erroneous 
vehicle's ECUs ( e.g. , performing a software roll - back , per behaviors , the orchestrator may determine that the software 
forming a software update , etc. ) . In some embodiments , the update for ECU 112 has a potential impact on the transmis 
machine learning or artificial intelligence functions are 60 sion of vehicle 104-6 . The orchestrator may also collect 
performed at a server ( e.g. , server 102 ) , and may provide report data from the various ECUs ( e.g. , including ECU 
recommended changes for entire fleets of vehicles ( e.g. , identifiers and / or data indicating a last - known poll of the 
those sharing similar ECUS , similar software versions , etc. ) . ECUs ) as well as report data from the various hardware 

The system architecture for orchestrator 114 ( or another components of vehicle 104 - b ( e.g. , including the transmis 
AIS - configured ECU ) may be multi - tiered . In some embodi- 65 sion ) . The orchestrator may also perform statistical analysis , 
ments , the orchestrator 114 or server 102 serves as a central machine learning , or artificial intelligence functions based 
node , and individual ECUs that report operational or func on the reported data , as discussed further below . 
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In some embodiments , the orchestrator may determine the software vulnerabilities identified above . The second set 
whether the potential impact or anomaly in an ECU is of vehicles may include vehicles 104 - d and 104 - e that are 
detrimental . For example , if the orchestrator determines , not a part of the group of vehicles that initially reported the 
based on the reported data , that the average temperature of ECU activity data to server 102 ( e.g. , vehicles 104 - d and 
the transmission during normal operations has increased by 5 104 - e may be unable to connect to server 102 at an earlier 
a few degrees , the orchestrator may determine that the time ) , but may nevertheless contain ECUs that should be 
potential impact to the transmission is detrimental . Alterna updated . Server 102 may identify such vehicles based on 
tively or additionally , in some embodiments , the orchestrator records of deployed ECU version numbers or based on 
may be configured to provide the reported data to server 102 inquiries made to these vehicles ( e.g. , server 102 may ask all 
and let server 102 ( or its user ) to determine whether the 10 vehicles 104 to report their ECU software version numbers , 
potential impact is detrimental . 3Diff versions , or other identifiers ) . In some embodiments , 

In some embodiments , the orchestrator may determine a server 102 may be configured to send delta files to all 
probability of downtime for the ECUs based on the reported vehicles that are using ECUs that should be updated . In 
data . The orchestrator may make this determination based on some embodiments , server 102 may be configured to push 
a statistical model or past behaviors , including the machine 15 delta files to all vehicles 104 as a way to recalibrate ECUS 
learning and artificial intelligence techniques discussed installed in vehicles 104 . 
below . In some embodiments , the orchestrator may be It is contemplated that one or more processors 114 located 
configured to report its determination to server 102. In on vehicles 104 , upon receiving delta files from server 102 , 
further embodiments , as discussed below , the orchestrator may place the delta files into the memory devices of the 
may implement one or more control actions for ECU 112 20 corresponding ECUs and perform the update without inter 
when it is determined that the potential impact is detrimen rupting the operations of the ECUs . It is also contemplated , 
tal , or when the probability of downtime exceed a certain however , that in certain situations , one or more processors 
threshold . 114 located on a vehicle 104 may decide to perform the 

Referring now generally to the vehicle network 100 update opportunistically . 
shown in FIG . 1A . It is contemplated that some of the 25 For example , in some embodiments , processor 114 
functionalities provided by the orchestrator described above located on vehicle 104 - b may receive a wireless transmis 
may be carried out over network 106 in addition to ( or sion indicating a need to update software running on ECU 
instead of ) being carried out by processors 114 located on 112 in vehicle 104 - b . Processor 114 may monitor an opera 
vehicles 104. For example , in some embodiments , server tional status of vehicle 104 - b to determine whether vehicle 
102 may be configured to receive ECU activity data from 30 104 - b is in a first mode of operation in which an ECU 
one or more reporting vehicles 104 via communication software update is prohibited . Vehicle 104 - b may be in the 
channel 106. In some embodiments , reporting vehicles 104 first mode of operation when vehicle 104 - b cannot establish 
may include vehicles that are being monitored as a group . In a stable connection with server 102. Vehicle 104 - b may also 
some embodiments , the reporting vehicles may include a set be in the first mode of operation when the wireless com 
of vehicles having a common type of ECU ( e.g. , if vehicles 35 munications strength is below a threshold level . Further 
104 - a , 104 - b , and 104 - c all have the same type of ECU , more , vehicle 104 - b may be in the first mode of operation 
vehicles 104 - a , 104 - b , and 104 - c may be monitored as a when vehicle is in a restricted area , or is performing certain 
group ) or common software version . operations ( e.g. , traveling at a speed above a threshold ) . It is 

In some embodiments , the ECU activity data may corre to be understood that the examples presented above are for 
spond to actual operations of one or more ECUs operating 40 illustrative purposes and are not meant to limiting . It is 
in the group of vehicles ( e.g. , vehicles 104 - a , 104 - b , and contemplated that vehicle 104 - b may be in the first mode of 
104 - c in the example above ) . In some embodiments , server operation due to various other reasons without departing 
102 may be configured to determine , based on the ECU from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure . 
activity data , software vulnerabilities affecting vehicles 104 In some embodiments , if processor 114 determines that 
a , 104 - b , and 104 - c . In some embodiments , server 102 may 45 vehicle 104 - b is in the first mode of operation , processor 114 
implement various types of statistical models to determine may choose to delay the ECU software update process . In 
software vulnerabilities based on ECU activity data . For some embodiments , processor 114 may store the received 
example , in some embodiments , server 102 may determine delta file in memory 116. In some embodiments , processor 
software vulnerabilities based on a deviation between the 114 may discard the delta file ( which can be requested later 
received ECU activity data and expected ( or historical ) ECU 50 when processor 114 is ready to install the ECU software 
activity data . In some embodiments , server 102 may imple update ) . 
ment various other types of data processing techniques , Processor 114 may continue to monitor the operational 
including machine learning techniques , to determine the status of vehicle 104 - b to determine whether vehicle 104-1 
software vulnerabilities . transitions into a second mode of operation in which the 

In some embodiments , server 102 may be configured to 55 ECU software update is permitted . In some embodiments , 
identify an ECU software update if it is determined that there processor 114 may continue to monitor the operational status 
are software vulnerabilities affecting vehicles 104 - a , 104 - b , of vehicle 104 - b repeatedly according to a preestablished 
and 104 - c . Server 102 may also generate and send a delta file interval ( e.g. , every 10 minutes ) . Processor 114 may deter 
configured to update software on the ECUs of the affected mine that vehicle 104 - b is in the second mode of operation 
vehicles 104 - a , 104 - b , and 104 - c . It is contemplated that 60 when , for example , vehicle 104 - b enters one of the prede 
server 102 may generate the delta file in accordance the termined safe operating conditions , such as traveling at a 
processes described above . It is also contemplated that speed below a threshold level , operating a low - power or a 
vehicles 104 - a , 104 - b , and 104 - c may process the delta file power - down status , operating in a preselected environmen 
and perform the ECU software update process as described tal condition , idling , or the like . Processor 114 may also 
above . 65 determine that vehicle 104 - b is in the second mode of 

In some embodiments , server 102 may also be configured operation when vehicle 104 - b can establish a stable connec 
to determine a second set of vehicles potentially affected by tion with server 102. For example , processor 114 may 
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determine that vehicle 104 - b is in the second mode of Furthermore , it is noted that utilizing delta files managed 
operation when the wireless communications strength by the VFS configured in accordance with disclosed 
reaches above a threshold of strength or the network con embodiments may eliminate the need to restart the ECUS 
nection with server 102 has an error rate below a threshold . after the update . Specifically , delta files configured in accor 

Once processor 114 determines that vehicle 104 - b is in the 5 dance with disclosed embodiments may implement code 
second mode of operation , processor 114 may enable the changes , variable changes , and memory address changes all 
ECU software update process , which may proceed as at once , effectively linking the original ECU software and 
described above . If processor 114 stored a copy of the the delta files together to form a functional equivalent of the 
received delta file in memory 116 when it decided to delay updated ECU software without the need for a reboot . 
the ECU software update process , processor 114 may 10 It is contemplated the ECU software update process 
retrieve the copy of the received delta file from memory 116 configured in accordance with disclosed embodiments may 
and write the delta file into memory 120 of ECU 112. If also be utilized to update virtual ECUs . A virtual ECU may 
processor 114 discarded the delta file when it decided to refer to an ECU that is implemented on a virtual machine or 
delay the ECU software update process , processor 114 may a hypervisor residing on a shared hardware resource . It is 
send a message to server 102 to request another copy of the 15 contemplated that substantially the same ECU software 
delta file . Processor 114 may receive the delta file in a reply update process may be utilized to update a virtual ECU 
message from server 102 and write the delta file into software without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
memory 120 of ECU 112 and perform the update process as present disclosure . 
described above . Referring now to FIG . 10 , an exemplary flowchart show 

It is to be understood that while processor 114 may have 20 ing a process 1000 for generating an update package for 
some discretion regarding delay of the ECU software update updating software on an ECU in a vehicle is shown . In 
process , such a discretion may not be absolute in some accordance with above embodiments , process 1000 may be 
embodiments . For example , in some embodiments , proces implemented in system 100 depicted in FIG . 1A . For 
sor 114 may receive a wireless transmission from server 102 example , process 1000 may be performed by server 102. As 
that indicates the ECU software update is to be performed 25 discussed above , the update package ( e.g. , based on software 
with an override status . If the ECU software update is attributes such as source , map , binaries ) may be obtained 
received with an override states , processor 114 may not be from the production toolchain 122. Further , in connection 
able to exercise its discretion and may have to update the with generating the update package , reference may be made 
ECU software regardless of whether vehicle 104 - b is in the to dependency management system 126. In particular , 
first mode of operation . It is contemplated that such an 30 dependency management system 126 may be checked to 
update with override status may be utilized to deploy critical determine if the new update package is associated with an 
ECU updates immediately without delay . ECU that is interdependent with other ECUs in a vehicle , 

Similarly , as previously ed , an ECU software and if so , whether software updates should also be per 
update process utilizing delta files configured in accordance formed for the interdependent ECUs . As discussed above , 
with disclosed embodiments may allow the ECUs to be 35 dependency management system 126 may maintain lists or 
updated without having to reboot . In some embodiments , mappings of ECUs , so that interdependencies between 
however , server 102 may indicate that a given ECU software ECUs can be confirmed before software updates are per 
update is to be performed with a mandatory reboot . If the formed . In some embodiments , the lists or mappings are also 
ECU software update is received with a request to reboot , based on production toolchain 122 . 
processor 114 may instruct the ECU to perform the update 40 At step 1002 , process 1000 may access multiple attributes 
as describe above followed by a mandatory reboot . of a software update ( e.g. , software update 202 shown in 

It will be appreciated from the descriptions above that FIG . 2 ) to be stored on an ECU in a vehicle ( e.g. , ECU 112 
utilizing delta files configured in accordance with disclosed in vehicle 104-6 ) . At step 1004 , process 1000 may access 
embodiments may improve the efficiencies of ECU update multiple corresponding of attributes of the current software 
processes . These delta files are smaller size because them 45 stored on the ECU in the vehicle ( e.g. , current software 204 
don't need to include the entire ECU software . These delta stored on ECU 112 in vehicle 104 - b ) . At step 1006 , process 
files can also be written directly to ECU memory spaces , 1000 may compare the attributes of the software update with 
which may reduce both memory space and power consump the corresponding attributes of the current software . At step 
tions . These delta files may also be implemented as self 1008 , process 1000 may generate a delta file representing 
contained packages that include code changes , variable 50 differences between the attributes of the software update and 
changes , and memory address changes . These delta files the corresponding attributes of the current software . At step 
may further contain startup code that can be executed by the 1010 , process 1000 may integrate startup code into the delta 
ECUs , allowing the delta files to be position - independent file . In some embodiments , the startup code may enable the 
and allowing the ECUs to carry out the update without delta file to self - execute in the ECU in the vehicle . 
having to change their original software or interrupting their 55 In some embodiments , at step 1006 , process 1000 may 
current operations . compare attributes including the source , the binary code , and 

The virtual file system ( VFS ) configured in accordance the map file of the software update with their corresponding 
with disclosed embodiments may also improve the efficien attributes of current software . As discussed above , repre 
cies of ECU update processes . The VFS may be utilized to senting the software update and the current software in terms 
manage and track different versions of the ECU software , 60 of their source , binary code , and map file attributes may be 
and may support update as well as roll back operations referred to as a " grid ” representation , and a comparison 
described above . Moreover , it is noted that using the VFS between a grid representing the software update and a grid 
configured in accordance with disclosed embodiments to representing the current software may be referred to as a 
manage and track different versions of the ECU software three - dimensional differential ( or 3Diff ) comparison . In 
may require very little space overhead because only the 65 some embodiments , the attributes being compared may be 
differences ( deltas ) between the versions need to be tracked identified at least partially based on the programming lan 
and no duplicated code need to be recorded . guage used to develop the software update , at least partially 
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based on a binary file resolution of the software update , or depicted in FIG . 5-8 ) to manage and track one or more 
at least partially based on a map file associated with the versions these functional units , as depicted in FIG . 5-8 . The 
software update . startup code may be configured to link the delta file to a 

In some embodiments , at step 1008 , process 1000 may specific function in the VFS associated with the delta file , as 
utilize such a 3Diff comparison to produce a delta file that 5 depicted in FIG . 5-8 . 
may include data representing changes made to the binary Referring now to FIG . 12 , an exemplary flowchart show 
and / or the source code of the ECU , changes made to one or ing a process 1200 for performing updates to ECU software 
more variables used by the ECU , and changes made to while an ECU of a vehicle is operating is shown . In memory addresses referenced by the ECU . For example , in accordance with above embodiments , process 1200 may be some embodiments , at step 1008-1 , process 1000 may apply 10 
a first grid to the software update , and , at step 1008-2 , implemented in system 100 depicted in FIG . 1A . For 

example , process 1200 may be performed by ECU 112 in process 1000 may apply a second grid to the current soft vehicle 104 - b . ware stored on the ECU . The first grid may represent the 
software update in one or more dimensions , including binary At step 1202 , process 1200 may receive a software update 
data associated with the software update , a source attribute 15 file for the ECU software ( e.g. , delta file 206 ) while the ECU 
associated with the software update , and / or a map file of the vehicle ( e.g. , ECU 112 of vehicle 104 - b ) is operating . 
associated with the software update . At step 1008-3 , process At step 1204 , while the ECU is still operating , process 1200 
1000 may identify the attributes of the software update and may write the software update file into a first memory 
the corresponding attributes of the current software based on location ( e.g. , the memory location where delta file 206 is 
a comparison of the first and second grids . 20 stored in FIG . 4 ) in a memory ( e.g. , memory 120 ) of the 

In some embodiments , at step 1010 , process 1000 may ECU while simultaneously executing a code segment of 
integrate the startup code configured to initialize a runtime existing code in a second memory location ( e.g. , the memory 
library of delta file . In some embodiments , process 1000 location where the current software 204 is stored in FIG . 4 ) 
may configure the startup code to update a program counter in the memory of the ECU . At step 1206 , process 1200 may 
of the ECU to skip certain code contained in the current 25 update a plurality of memory addresses associated with the 
software and execute certain code contained in the delta file memory of the ECU based on the software update file and 
instead . The startup code may determine if old contents of without interrupting the execution of the code segment 
the memory in the ECU need to be erased . Further , the currently being executed in the second memory location in 
startup code may extract the variable data from the delta file the memory of the ECU . 
and place the variable data into a random - access memory 30 In some embodiments , the software update file for the 
accessible to the ECU . In some embodiments , the startup ECU software may include a delta file with integrated 
code may extract the code for updating memory addresses startup code as described above . Process 1200 may , for 
and update the memory addresses in the ECU . example , initialize the runtime library before writing the 

Referring now to FIG . 11 , an exemplary flowchart show software update file into the first memory location of the 
ing a process 1100 for receiving and integrating a delta file 35 ECU . In some embodiments , process 1200 may be config 
in a vehicle shown . In accordance with above embodiments , ured to delete , at step 1208 , data representing outdated 
process 1100 may be implemented in system 100 depicted in values of variables referenced by the ECU upon completion 
FIG . 1A . For example , process 1100 may be performed by the software update . Further , process 1200 may be further 
ECU 112 in vehicle 104 - b . configured to defragment , at step 1210 , the memory ( e.g. , 
At step 1102 , process 1100 may receive a delta file ( e.g. , 40 memory 120 ) of the ECU after completing the software 

delta file 206 ) comprising a plurality of deltas ( or changes ) update or independent of the software update ( e.g. , periodi 
corresponding to a software update for software on the ECU cally or as needed ) . 
( e.g. , ECU 112 ) and startup code ( e.g. , startup code 208 ) for Referring now to FIG . 13 , an exemplary flowchart show 
executing the delta file in the ECU . At step 1104 , process ing a process 1300 for adjusting vehicle ECU software 
1100 may execute the delta file , based on the startup code , 45 versions is shown . In accordance with above embodiments , 
in the ECU . In some embodiments , the startup code may be process 1300 may be implemented in system 100 depicted in 
configured in accordance with above embodiments , and at FIG . 1A . For example , process 1300 may be performed by 
step 1106 , process 1100 may update memory addresses in ECU 112 in vehicle 104 - b . 
the ECU to correspond to the plurality of deltas from the At step 1302 , process 1300 may receive a prompt to adjust 
delta file . 50 the ECU of the vehicle ( e.g. , ECU 112 of vehicle 104-6 ) 

In some embodiments , the delta file may be written to a from executing a first version of ECU software ( e.g. , Version 
memory device ( e.g. , memory device 120 as depicted in O depicted in FIG . 5 ) to a second version of ECU software 
FIG . 1A ) associated with the ECU . In some embodiments , ( e.g. , Version 1 depicted in FIG . 5 ) . At step 1304 , process 
the delta file may be bootstrapped from the memory device 1300 may configure , in response to the prompt and based on 
to a random access memory associated with the ECU . 55 a delta file ( e.g. , delta file 206 depicted in FIG . 5 ) corre 
Further , the delta file may be executable by the ECU without sponding to the second version of ECU software , the second 
affecting continued operations of the ECU , or without version of ECU software on the ECU in the vehicle for 
rebooting the ECU . execution . At step 1306 , process 1300 may further config 

In some embodiments , the delta file may include position ure , in response to the prompt , the first version of ECU 
independent executable code segments ( e.g. , code changes 60 software on the ECU in the vehicle to become non - execut 
210 as depicted in FIG . 4 ) to be executed by the ECU . The able . 
startup code may be configured to update a program counter In some embodiments , the second version of ECU soft 
of the ECU to execute instructions contained in the delta file , ware may be deployed subsequent to the first version of 
as depicted in FIG . 4 . ECU software ( e.g. , as depicted in FIGS . 5-7 , and FIG . 9 , 

In some embodiments , the software on the ECU may be 65 T1 - T3 ) . Alternatively , the second version of ECU software 
mapped to multiple functional units and the ECU may be may be deployed prior to the first version of ECU software 
configured to utilize a virtual file system ( e.g. , VFS 230 , as ( e.g. , as depicted in FIG . 8 and FIG . 9 , T4 ) . 
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In some embodiments , the ECU software on the ECU is may be a separate processing unit from the ECU . The 
mapped to multiple functional units and the ECU is config orchestrator may be configured to perform the monitoring , 
ured to utilize a virtual file system ( e.g. , VFS 230 ) to manage accessing , comparing , and implementing for multiple ECUs 
and track one or more versions of these functional units . At ( e.g. , both ECU 112 and ECU 118 ) in the vehicle . 
step 1306 , process 1300 may update memory addresses in 5 Referring now to FIG . 15 , an exemplary flowchart show 
the ECU corresponding to one or more functional units ing a process 1500 for identifying ECU anomalies in a 
managed by the VFS to make the first version of ECU vehicle is shown . In accordance with above embodiments , 
software non - executable . Further , the second version of process 1500 may be implemented in system 100 depicted in 
ECU software may be the first version of ECU software FIG . 1A . For example , process 1500 may be performed by 
having one or more functional units disabled by the VFS . 10 a controller in the vehicle ( e.g. , a processor 114 in vehicle 

In some embodiments , process 1300 may determine , at 104-6 ) . 
step 1308 , that utilization of the memory ( e.g. , memory 120 ) At step 1502 , process 1500 may monitor data representing 
of the ECU is above a threshold ( e.g. , 75 % or 90 % full ) . real - time processing activity of an ECU ( e.g. , ECU 112 ) . At 
Process 1300 may also identify , at step 1310 , specific step 1504 , process 1500 may receive comparable data relat 
contents of the memory of the ECU for deletion . In addition , 15 ing to processing activity of at least one other ECU deemed 
process 1300 may identify contents for deletion based on comparable in functionality to the ECU . As previously 
their corresponding creation date , version number , file size , described , in some embodiments , comparable data may 
or the like . For example , an old delta file that has not been include data obtained in real - time relating to processing 
used for a long time threshold amount of time ) may be a activity of other ECUs ( e.g. , ECU 118 ) deemed comparable 
good candidate for deletion . In some embodiments , process 20 to the ECU ( e.g. , ECU 112 ) . Comparable data may include 
1300 may also choose to replace the entire content of the data previously gathered relating to processing activity of 
memory of the ECU . For example , instead of keeping the other ECUs deemed comparable to the ECU . In some 
original software plus multiple delta files received over the embodiments , comparable data may be obtained based on 
years , process 1300 may decide , at step 1312 , to erase the rules associated with ECU software running on the ECU . 
entire content of the memory and replace it with a clean copy 25 Further , comparable data may be obtained based on known 
of the most recent ECU software . Process 1300 may con valid sequences of execution of ECU software running on 
tinue to use the delta file - based update process described the ECU . In some embodiments , comparable data may be 
above for future updates . obtained based on known potentially malicious sequences of 

Referring now to FIG . 14 , an exemplary flowchart show execution of ECU software running on the ECU . In some 
ing a process 1400 for identifying ECU anomalies in a 30 embodiments , comparable data may be obtained based on a 
vehicle is shown . In accordance with above embodiments , map file associated with ECU software on the ECU . Com 
process 1400 may be implemented in system 100 depicted in parable data may also be obtained based on observational 
FIG . 1A . For example , process 1400 may be performed by data received from other vehicles . 
a controller in the vehicle ( e.g. , a processor 114 in vehicle At step 1504 , process 1500 may compare the real - time 
104-6 ) . 35 processing activity data with the comparable data to identify 

At step 1402 , process 1400 may monitor data representing one or more anomalies in the real - time processing activity of 
real - time processing activity of an ECU ( e.g. , ECU 112 ) . At the ECU . In some embodiments , the anomalies may corre 
step 1404 , process 1400 may access historical data relating spond to specific memory locations used by the ECU . In 
to processing activity of the ECU . In some embodiments , the some embodiments , the anomalies may correspond to spe 
historical data may represent expected processing activity of 40 cific sequences of memory locations used by the ECU . In 
the ECU . Further , process 1400 may monitor operations of some embodiments , the anomalies may correspond to at 
the ECU to generate the historical data . least one peak in data flow in or out of the ECU . The 

At step 1406 , process 1400 may compare the real - time anomalies may correspond to at least one peak in data 
processing activity data with the historical data to identify processing by a processor of the ECU . The anomalies may 
one or more anomalies in the real - time processing activity of 45 also correspond to at least one anomaly in power consump 
the ECU . In some embodiments , the anomalies may corre tion of the ECU . 
spond to specific memory locations used by the ECU . At step 1506 , process 1500 may implement a control 
Further , the anomalies may correspond to specific sequences action for the ECU when the at least one anomaly is 
of memory locations used by the ECU . The anomalies may identified . In some embodiments , the control action may 
correspond to at least one peak in data flow in or out of the 50 include issuing a prompt to adjust the ECU from executing 
ECU . Further , the anomalies may correspond to at least one a first version of ECU software to a second version of ECU 
peak in data processing by a processor of the ECU . In software ( e.g. , rolling back a version of ECU software 
addition , the anomalies may correspond to at least one running on the ECU to a prior version of ECU software ) . 
anomaly in power consumption of the ECU . The control action may also include sending an alert asso 
At step 1408 , process 1400 may implement a control 55 ciated with the ECU . Further , the control action may include 

action for the ECU when the at least one anomaly is blocking an instruction sent from the ECU . 
identified . In some embodiments , the control action may Referring now to FIG . 16 , an exemplary flowchart show 
include issuing a prompt to adjust the ECU from executing ing a process 1600 for opportunistically updating ECU 
a first version of ECU software to a second version of ECU software in a vehicle is shown . In accordance with above 
software ( e.g. , rolling back a version of ECU software 60 embodiments , process 1600 may be implemented in system 
running on the ECU to a prior version of ECU software ) . 100 depicted in FIG . 1A . For example , process 1600 may be 
The control action also may include sending an alert asso performed by a controller in the vehicle ( e.g. , a processor 
ciated with the ECU . Further , the control action may include 114 in vehicle 104 - b ) . 
blocking an instruction sent from the ECU . At step 1602 , process 1600 may include receiving a 

In some embodiments , process 1400 may be carried out 65 wireless transmission indicating a need to update software 
by an orchestrator in the vehicle ( e.g. , orchestrator 114 , as running on an ECU ( e.g. , ECU 112 ) . At step 1604 , process 
described above ) . In some embodiments , the orchestrator 1600 may monitor an operational status of the vehicle to 



US 10,838,713 B2 
25 26 

determine whether the vehicle is in a first mode of operation At step 1706 , process 1700 may identify an ECU software 
in which an ECU software update is prohibited . update based on the determined software vulnerability . At 
At step 1606 , process 1600 may delay the ECU software step 1708 , process 1700 may sending a delta file configured 

update when the operational status is prohibited . Process to update software on the ECU with a software update 
1600 may store the ECU software update in a memory 5 corresponding to the identified ECU software update . 
located on the vehicle for delayed update when the vehicle In some embodiments , process 1700 may be performed is in the first mode of operation . Alternatively , in some on a group of vehicles . In some embodiments , the group of embodiments , process 1600 may discard the ECU software vehicles may include a first set of vehicles ( e.g. , vehicles update when the vehicle is in the first mode of operation 104 - a , 104 - b , and 104 - c ) having a common ECU type . In ( process 1600 may request the ECU software update at a 10 
later time ) . some embodiments , process 1700 may determine the soft 

ware vulnerability by determining a software vulnerability At step 1608 , process 1600 may continue to monitor the that affects the first set of vehicles . operational status of the vehicle to determine whether the 
vehicle is in a second mode of operation in which the ECU In some embodiments , process 1700 may determine , at 
software update is permitted . Process 1600 may repeatedly 15 step 1710 , a second set of vehicles potentially affected by the 
monitor the operational status of the vehicle according to a software vulnerability . In some embodiments , process 1700 
preestablished interval . In some embodiments , the vehicle may send delta files to both the first set and the second set 
may be determined to be in the second mode of operation of vehicles at step 1712. Further , the delta files may include 
when the vehicle is operating in a predetermined safe an installation agent ( e.g. , startup code as previously 
operating condition . In some embodiments , the vehicle may 20 described ) for installing the ECU software update on the 
be determined to be in the second mode of operation when ECU . In addition , the delta files may be configured to 
the vehicle is in a power - down or an idling status . The recalibrate ECUs in multiple vehicles . Process 1700 may 
vehicle may be determined to be in the second mode of also include instructing the ECUs of the vehicles to reboot 
operation when the vehicle has had a period of wireless in response to the ECU software update . 
communications strength above a threshold of strength . In 25 Referring now to FIG . 18 , an exemplary flowchart show 
some embodiments , the vehicle may be determined to be in ing a process 1800 for reporting ECU errors to a remote 
the second mode of operation when the vehicle is operating monitoring server is shown . In accordance with above 
in a preselected environmental condition . In some embodi embodiments , process 1800 may be implemented in system 
ments , the vehicle may be determined to be in the second 100 depicted in FIG . 1A . For example , process 1800 may be 
mode of operation when the vehicle has a network connec- 30 performed by a processor in a communications network of 
tion with an error rate below a threshold . a vehicle ( e.g. , a processor 114 in vehicle 104 - b ) or by server 

At step 1610 , process 1600 may enable updating of the 102 . 
ECU with the delayed ECU software update when it is At step 1802 , process 1800 may receive data from an 
determined that the vehicle is in the second mode of opera orchestrator within the vehicle . The orchestrator may be 
tion . If process 1600 stored a copy of the ECU software 35 configured to electronically poll a plurality of ECUs in the 
update in a memory located on the vehicle , process 1600 vehicle ( e.g. , ECUs 112 and 118 in vehicle 104 - b ) and 
may retrieve the copy of the ECU software update from the determine if they are properly responding to the poll . In 
memory and proceed with the update process . If process some embodiments , the data may be received directly from 
1600 discarded the ECU software update when the vehicle the ECUs ( i.e. , without a separate orchestrator ) . Further , as 
is in the first mode of operation , process 116 may send a 40 discussed above , the orchestrator may be configured to 
message to a remote server that can provide a copy of the perform one or more machine learning or artificial intelli 
ECU software update , receive the ECU software update in gence functions to the reported data from the ECUs , to 
reply , and install the ECU software update on the ECU when determine whether the ECUs are operating within an 
the vehicle is in the second mode of operation . allowed or expected envelope of operational attributes ( e.g. , 

In some embodiments , process 1600 may determine , at 45 CPU processing , memory contents , memory accessing pat 
step 1612 , whether the wireless transmission indicating the terns , driver behavior attributes , etc. ) . 
need to update the software includes an indication of that the At step 1804 , process 1800 involve generating a statistical 
update is with an override status . If the wireless transmission model of the operational data based on one or more runtime 
includes an indication that update is with an override status , attributes . As discussed above , this may be part of a first tier 
process 1600 may update the ECU software immediately , at 50 of a multi - tier model for the ECUs . The statistical model 
step 1614 , regardless of whether the vehicle is in the first may be based on multivariate or univariate time series 
mode of operation . analysis , and may factor in attributes such as CPU or 

Referring now to FIG . 17 , an exemplary flowchart show memory usage , memory sequences being accessed , cache 
ing a process 1700 for automatically providing updates to contents or accessing history , page faults , etc. The statistical 
one or more vehicles is shown . In accordance with above 55 model may further be based on a correlation of running 
embodiments , process 1700 may be implemented in system processes at a footprint of memory at a discrete time slice . 
100 depicted in FIG . 1A . For example , process 1700 may be In addition , the statistical model may be based on a fre 
performed by server 102 . quency or execution path of software running on the ECU 

At step 1702 , process 1700 may receive ECU activity data ( e.g. , based on the VFS ) . Further , the statistical model may 
from a vehicle ( e.g. , activity date of ECU 112 in vehicle 60 be based on driver behavioral attributes ( e.g. , sharp or soft 
104 - b ) . In some embodiments , the ECU activity data may breaking , acceleration , or turning , or frequency of breaking , 
correspond to actual operation of the ECU in the vehicle . acceleration , or turning , etc. ) . In addition , the statistical 
At step 1704 , process 1700 may determine , based on the model may account for OBD messages , such as OBD error 

ECU activity data , a software vulnerability affecting the messages . 
vehicle . In some embodiments , the software vulnerability 65 At step 1806 , process 1800 involve receiving live , run 
may be determined based on a deviation between the time updates from the one or more ECUs being monitored . 
received ECU activity data and expected ECU activity data . As discussed above , this may be based on a push or pull 
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function . The data from the ECUs may be obtained by an The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible 
orchestrator in the vehicle or a remote server ( e.g. , server device that can retain and store instructions for use by an 
102 ) . instruction execution device . The computer readable storage 
At step 1808 , process 1800 may involve identifying an medium may be , for example , but is not limited to , an 

ECU error associated with an ECU based on the received 5 electronic storage device , a magnetic storage device , an 
data . In some embodiments , the ECU error is determined by optical storage device , an electromagnetic storage device , a 
comparing the statistical model ( as described above ) to the semiconductor storage device , or any suitable combination 
live , runtime updates from the ECUs . In some embodiments , of the foregoing . A non - exhaustive list of more specific 
the collected data may include identifiers of the ECUs . The examples of the computer readable storage medium includes 
collected data may include data indicating a last - known poll 10 the following : a portable computer diskette , a hard disk , a 
of the ECUs . In some embodiments , process 1800 may random access memory ( RAM ) , a read - only memory 
determine a probability of downtime for the ECUs based on ( ROM ) , an erasable programmable read - only memory 
the collected data . At step 1808 , process 1800 may wire ( EPROM or Flash memory ) , a static random access memory 
lessly send a report ( identifying the ECU and the identified ( SRAM ) , a portable compact disc read - only memory ( CD 
ECU error ) from the vehicle to the remote monitoring server 15 ROM ) , a digital versatile disk ( DVD ) , a memory stick , a 
( e.g. , server 102 ) based on the collected data . floppy disk , a mechanically encoded device such as punch 

In some embodiments , process 1800 may poll the ECUs cards or raised structures in a groove having instructions 
by sending a request message to the ECUs and determine if recorded thereon , and any suitable combination of the fore 
the ECUs are properly responding to the poll . In some going . A computer readable storage medium , as used herein , 
embodiments , process 1800 may identify ECU errors based 20 is not to be construed as being transitory signals per se , such 
on an ECU failing to respond to the poll . Process 1800 may as radio waves or other freely propagating electromagnetic 
also identify ECU errors based on an ECU incorrectly waves , electromagnetic waves propagating through a wave 
responding to the poll . In some embodiments , process 1800 guide or other transmission media ( e.g. , light pulses passing 
may identify ECU errors based on a detected stack overflow through a fiber - optic cable ) , or electrical signals transmitted 
in an ECU . 25 through a wire . 

In some embodiments , process 1800 may poll the ECUS Computer readable program instructions described herein 
to determine whether the ECUs are executing ECU software can be downloaded to respective computing / processing 
that has a potential impact on one or more hardware com devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an 
ponents of the vehicle . Process 1800 may determine whether external computer or external storage device via a network , 
the ECUs are executing ECU software that has a potential 30 for example , the Internet , a local area network , a wide area 
impact based on one or more statistical analysis performed network and / or a wireless network . The network may com 
on data reported by the one or more hardware components prise copper transmission cables , optical transmission fibers , 
of the vehicle . wireless transmission , routers , firewalls , switches , gateway 

In step 1810 , process 1800 may further involve wirelessly computers and / or edge servers . A network adapter card or 
sending a report from the vehicle to a server ( e.g. , server 35 network interface in each computing / processing device 
102 ) identifying the ECU and the ECU error that has been receives computer readable program instructions from the 
detected . Subsequently , server 102 may perform further network and forwards the computer readable program 
analysis on the ECU and error that was identified . In some instructions for storage in a computer readable storage 
embodiments , server 102 may further receive samples of the medium within the respective computing / processing device . 
runtime data collected from the ECU , an identification of a 40 Computer readable program instructions for carrying out 
delta file running at the ECU , a software version of the ECU , operations of the present disclosure may be assembler 
or actual contents of the ECU memory , etc. instructions , instruction - set - architecture ( ISA ) instructions , 

Process 1800 may also , at step 1812 , determine whether machine instructions , machine dependent instructions , 
the potential impact is detrimental . In such a situation , at microcode , firmware instructions , state - setting data , or 
step 18134 , a control action may be implemented for the 45 either source code or object code written in any combination 
ECU . For example , the ECU may be adjusted using the of one or more programming languages , including an object 
delta - file - based software update process described above . oriented programming language such as Smalltalk , C ++ or 
Further , the ECU may be instructed to perform a roll - back the like , and conventional procedural programming lan 
to a prior version of ECU software or perform an update to guages , such as the “ C ” programming language or similar 
a new version of ECU software . In addition , in some 50 programming languages . The computer readable program 
embodiments the control action may include placing the instructions may execute entirely on the user's computer , 
ECU in a safe mode of operation with certain functions ( e.g. , partly on the user's computer , as a stand - alone software 
network communications , memory modification , etc. ) are package , partly on the user's computer and partly on a 
limited . remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or 

It is to be understood that the disclosed embodiments are 55 server . In the latter scenario , the remote computer may be 
not necessarily limited in their application to the details of connected to the user's computer through any type of 
construction and the arrangement of the components and / or network , including a local area network ( LAN ) or a wide 
methods set forth in the following description and / or illus area network ( WAN ) , or the connection may be made to an 
trated in the drawings and / or the examples . The disclosed external computer ( for example , through the Internet using 
embodiments are capable of variations , or of being practiced 60 an Internet Service Provider ) . In some embodiments , elec 
or carried out in various ways . tronic circuitry including , for example , programmable logic 

The disclosed embodiments may be implemented in a circuitry , field - programmable gate arrays ( FPGA ) , or pro 
system , a method , and / or a computer program product . The grammable logic arrays ( PLA ) may execute the computer 
computer program product may include a computer readable readable program instructions by utilizing state information 
storage medium ( or media ) having computer readable pro- 65 of the computer readable program instructions to personalize 
gram instructions thereon for causing a processor to carry the electronic circuitry , in order to perform aspects of the 
out aspects of the present disclosure . present disclosure . 
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Aspects of the present disclosure are described herein nologies found in the marketplace , or to enable others of 
with reference to flowchart illustrations and / or block dia ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments 
grams of methods , apparatus ( systems ) , and computer pro disclosed herein . 
gram products according to embodiments of the disclosure . It is expected that during the life of a patent maturing from 
It will be understood that each block of the flowchart 5 this application many relevant virtualization platforms , vir 
illustrations and / or block diagrams , and combinations of tualization platform environments , trusted cloud platform 
blocks in the flowchart illustrations and / or block diagrams , resources , cloud - based assets , protocols , communication 
can be implemented by computer readable program instruc networks , security tokens and authentication credentials will 
tions . be developed and the scope of the these terms is intended to 

These computer readable program instructions may be include all such new technologies a priori . 
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer , It is appreciated that certain features of the disclosure , 
special purpose computer , or other programmable data pro which are , for clarity , described in the context of separate 
cessing apparatus to produce a machine , such that the embodiments , may also be provided in combination in a 
instructions , which execute via the processor of the com single embodiment . Conversely , various features of the 
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus , disclosure , which are , for brevity , described in the context of 
create means for implementing the functions / acts specified a single embodiment , may also be provided separately or in 
in the flowchart and / or block diagram block or blocks . These any suitable subcombination or as suitable in any other 
computer readable program instructions may also be stored described embodiment of the disclosure . Certain features 
in a computer readable storage medium that can direct a 20 described in the context of various embodiments are not to 
computer , a programmable data processing apparatus , and / be considered essential features of those embodiments , 
or other devices to function in a particular manner , such that unless the embodiment is inoperative without those ele 
the computer readable storage medium having instructions ments . 

stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including Although the disclosure has been described in conjunction 
instructions which implement aspects of the function / act 25 with specific embodiments thereof , it is evident that many 
specified in the flowchart and / or block diagram block or alternatives , modifications and variations will be apparent to 
blocks . those skilled in the art . Accordingly , it is intended to 

embrace all such alternatives , modifications and variations The computer readable program instructions may also be 
loaded onto a computer , other programmable data process that fall within the spirit and broad scope of the appended 

claims . ing apparatus , or other device to cause a series of operational 
steps to be performed on the computer , other programmable What is claimed is : apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple 
mented process , such that the instructions which execute on 1. A non - transitory computer readable medium including 

instructions that , when executed by at least one processor , the computer , other programmable apparatus , or other 35 cause the at least one processor to perform operations for device implement the functions / acts specified in the flow generating an update package for updating software on a 
chart and / or block diagram block or blocks . controller , the operations comprising : 

The flowcharts and block diagrams in the Figures illus in response to a detected deviation of controller behavior trate the architecture , functionality , and operation of possible from an acceptable operational envelope : 
implementations of systems , methods and computer pro- 40 accessing a plurality of attributes of a software update 
gram products according to various embodiments of the to be executed on the controller ; 
present disclosure . In this regard , each block in the flow accessing a corresponding plurality of attributes of 
charts or block diagrams may represent a software program , current software stored on the controller ; 
segment , or portion of code , which comprises one or more comparing the plurality of attributes with the corre 
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi- 45 sponding plurality of attributes : 
cal function ( s ) . It should also be noted that , in some alter generating a delta file comprising position - independent 
native implementations , the functions noted in the block code , wherein the delta file represents differences 
may occur out of the order noted in the figures . For example , between the plurality of attributes and the corre 
two blocks shown in succession may , in fact , be executed sponding plurality of attributes determined in the 
substantially concurrently , or the blocks may sometimes be 50 comparison ; 
executed in the reverse order , depending upon the function configuring the position - independent code to execute 
ality involved . It will also be noted that each block of the on the controller ; and 
block diagrams and / or flowchart illustration , and combina providing the delta file to the controller , wherein startup 
tions of blocks in the block diagrams and / or flowchart code is configured to update a program counter of the 
illustration , can be implemented by special purpose hard- 55 controller to execute an instruction contained in the 
ware - based systems that perform the specified functions or delta file . 
acts , or combinations of special purpose hardware and 2. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim 
computer instructions . 1 , wherein the startup code is integrated into the delta file . 

The descriptions of the various embodiments of the 3. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim 
present disclosure have been presented for purposes of 60 1 , wherein the startup code is installed on the controller 
illustration , but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited before the delta file is received by the controller . 
to the embodiments disclosed . Many modifications and 4. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim 
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 1 , wherein the startup code is configured to link the execu 
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the tion of the instruction contained in the delta file to code 
described embodiments . The terminology used herein was 65 contained in the current software stored on the controller 
chosen to best explain the principles of the embodiments , the after execution of a segment of code contained in the delta 
practical application or technical improvement over tech file . 
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5. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim 12. The method of claim 11 , further comprising : 
1 , wherein the acceptable operational envelope is repre applying a first grid to the software update ; 
sented by a model or map of observed controller function applying a second grid to the current software stored on ing . the controller ; and 6. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim 
1 , wherein the plurality of attributes of the software update identifying the plurality of attributes and the correspond 
includes a version of the software update . ing plurality of attributes based on a comparison of the 

7. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim first and second grids . 
6 , wherein the corresponding plurality of attributes of the 13. The method of claim 12 , wherein the delta file is 
current software includes a version of the current software . multidimensional . 

8. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim 14. The method of claim 13 , wherein the multidimen 
6 , wherein the version of the current software is determined sional delta file has multiple dimensions based on the 
by requesting direct access to a memory component of the comparison of the first and second grids . 
controller . 15. The method of claim 11 , wherein the startup code is 9. The non - transitory computer readable medium of claim configured to extract code for updating memory addresses in 6 , wherein the version of the current software is determined 15 
by examining a record of a software version previously the controller and update the memory addresses in the 

controller . deployed to the controller . 
10. The non - transitory computer readable medium of 16. The method of claim 11 , wherein the startup code is 

claim 1 , wherein the controller is configured to utilize a configured to update the program counter of the controller to 
virtual file system ( VFS ) to manage and track a plurality of 20 execute the instruction contained in the delta file without 
functional units associated with the delta file . erasing existing content of a memory component of the 

controller . 11. A computer - implemented method for generating an 
update package for updating software on a controller , the 17. The method of claim 11 , wherein the startup code is 
method comprising : configured to link the execution of the instruction contained 

in response to a detected deviation of controller behavior 25 in the delta file to code contained in the current software 
from an acceptable operational envelope : stored on the controller after execution of a segment of code 

contained in the delta file . accessing a plurality of attributes of a software update 
to be executed on the controller ; 18. The method of claim 17 , wherein the linked execution 

accessing a corresponding plurality of attributes of of code contained in the current software and of a segment 
current software stored on the controller ; of code contained in the delta file form a functional equiva 

comparing the plurality of attributes with the corre lent of a software update that is functioning prior to reboot 
sponding plurality of attributes ; ing the controller . 

generating a delta file comprising position - independent 19. The method of claim 11 , further comprising : 
code , wherein the delta file represents differences before providing the delta file to the controller , checking 
between the plurality of attributes and the corre a dependency system to determine whether inter any 

sponding plurality of attributes determined in the dependent controllers should be updated based on the 
comparison ; delta file being provided to the controller ; and 

configuring the position - independent code to execute automatically providing additional delta files to the inter 
on the controller ; and dependent controllers to change software on the inter 

providing the delta file to the controller , wherein startup 40 dependent controllers . 
code is configured to update a program counter of the 20. The method of claim 11 further comprising storing the 
controller to execute an instruction contained in the delta file on the controller . 
delta file . 
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