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This invention relates to a novel articulating paper
apparatus for use in the practice of dentisiry.

Articulating paper is widely used by the dental profes-
sion to test occlusion of natural teeth and also to check
antificial teeth in the patient’s mouth or in the laboratory.
The paper has carbon on both sides and is placed be-
tween the teeth being tested. Due to the carbon, the
paper often leaves marks on the patient’s face and lips
and on the dentist’s hands. In order to prevent this un-
desirable trait and facilitate handling of the paper, the
present invention contemplates the addition of a handle to
the paper.

It is an object of this invention to provide an articulat-
ing paper apparatus which includes a longitudinal bend
in the paper to provide stiffness. This stiffness tends to
aid in the insertion of the paper.

It is another object to provide a handle on the paper
which will not interfere with efficient storage of the
paper and which will aid in the normal handling of the
paper.

These and further objects will be evident from the fol-
lowing description and the accompanying drawings which
illustrate a preferred form of the invention. This form
is merely illustrative and is not intended to limit or re-
sirict the invention.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of an articulating
paper and handle made according to this invention;

FIGURE 2 is a top view of the apparatus;

FIGURE 3 is a side view of the apparatus; and

FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4—4 of
FIGURE 3.

The invention shown relates to a new form of articulat-
ing paper. Articulating paper is a common disposable
dental supply consisting of a plain sheet of carbon paper
about three-fourths of an inch wide and two or three inches
long. Such paper has carbon on both sides thereof. The
paper 9 shown in the drawings is made of this same ma-
terial and has dimensions of three-fourths inch by two
and one-half inches. It is also bent longitudinally to lend
stiffness to the paper.

A wooden stick 10 is shown attached to paper 9. Stick
10 is about 2 inches long and one-sixteenth inch in di-
ameter and is slit at its end adjacent paper 9. The paper
9 is inserted in this slot and is firmly attached to the
stick 10 by means of dental wax or any convenient ad-
hesive. Stick 10 provides a handle for the apparatus.
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It is set at an angle to the paper 9 so as to be more con-
venient when the paper $ is being inserted into the mouth
of a patient.

The paper 9 is used to test the height of new and old
dental restorations when the teeth of the upper and lower
arches are in centric, lateral or protrusive occlusion. It
is also useful in checking occlusal problems during oc-
clusal equilibration of natural teeth. It can be used to
test occlusion of artificial teeth within the patient’s mouth.
It is extremely useful to dentists and technicians during
laboratory preparation of artificial teeth, crowns and
bridges. It can also be used for the testing of occlusion
on study models.

The apparatus of the present invention improves upon
plain articulating paper by providing a stiff article which
can easily be inserted where desired. It requires only
one hand to place the paper. There is no danger of stain-
ing the hands of the dentist or technician with carbon,
nor will the face and lips of the patient be touched by
the well-controlled paper. It is more sanitary than plain
paper and provides more accurate placement of the paper.
Furtherniore, it can easily be stored for use. The angu-
lar displacement of the handle 16 prevents it from inter-
ferring with the normal use of the paper 9.

The various sizes described are only average. They
may be varied in length and gauge depending upon the
intended use of the apparatus. The invention is not to
be limited by this disclosure, except as it is defined in
the annexed claims.

Having thus described our invention, we claim:

1. An articulating paper apparatus comprising a rec-
tangular piece of heavy gauge paper having a carbon sur-
face on both sides thereof, said paper being formed with
a longitudinal bend to provide stiffness, and a handle se-
cured to one end of said paper.

2. An articulating paper apparatus comprising a rec-
tangular piece of heavy gauge paper having a coating of
carbon on each of its surfaces, said paper being bent along
its length to provide stiffness, a handle secured to one
end of the paper comprising a cylindrical wooden stick
having a slot at one end adapted to receive said paper,
and adhesive means securing said paper within said slot.

3. The invention as described in claim 2 wherein the
axis of said handle is offset angularly from the longitudinal
center line of said paper.
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