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To all thom it may concern 
Be it linown that I, ALLISON H. FLEMING, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Fairmont, in the county of Mar 
ion, State of West Virginia, have invented 
certain Improvements in Belts, of which the 
following is a description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part hereof. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

trousers supporting belt, having means sur 
mounting and bearing upon the hips of the 
Weal'er in such a mannel and under such 
conditions as to maintain the belt in a plane 
above the hips, so that the lateral or colm 
pressive bearing of the belt shall impose 
upon the relatively soft fleshy portions of 
the waist of the wearer, said means being 
of such a construction as to conform suffi 
ciently to the curvature of the body to in 
sure ease and permanence of location, and 
being provided with devices for engaging 
the trousers waist band to hold the latter 
securely in a plane with the upper edge 
above the belt, to thereby conceal the same. 

Further objects and advantages of the 
invention will appear in the following de 
scription of a preferred embodiment thereof, 
it being understood that changes in the form, 
proportion and minor details may be re 
sorted to within the scope of the appended 
claims without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

In the drawings, 
Figure 1 is a view showing a belt illus 

trating one embodiment of the invention ap 
plied in the operative position. 

Fig. 2 is a detail view of one of the hip 
surmounting elements and the adjacent 
portion of the belt. 

Fig. 3 is a detail vertical section of the 
Sale. 

Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the 
plate and trousers engaging members of the 
hip-surmounting element with the parts de 
tached. 
The invention embodies essentially a belt 

10, provided at intervals with hip-Surmount 
ing elements 11, designed to rest upon the 
hips of the Wearer in such a way as to sup 
port the device with the belt surrounding 
the relatively softer portions of the waist 
of the Wearer, whereby the parts may be 
held in the proper position without tight 
ening the belt to such an extent as to cause 
inconvenience, and preferably the hip-sur 

mounting elements are slidably mounted 
upon the belt so as to provide for adjust 
ment to suit different girths of wearers. 
These hip-surmounting elements are stiff 
ened and extend upwardly from the plane 
of the belt, and are provided with trousers 
engaging devices which in the construction 
illustrated consists of clamps 12, of a con 
ventional or preferred type at the upper 
extremities of arm 13. Preferably the hip 
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strmounting element has a body portion 
consisting of a plate 14, shown in detail in 
Fig. 4, which is doubled upon itself and is 
provided with an inclosing sheath 15, held 
in place by marginal stitching. The plate 
with its sheath should also be provided with 
openings registering with corresponding 
openings in the arms of the trousers engag 
ing members and eyelets 17 engaging the 
openings to secure the parts in their several 
relative positions as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 
the lowermost eyelet serving to define the 
guide-way through the hill)-surmounting ele 
ment for the reception of the belt. 
The hip-surmounting elements are prefer 

ably made of such a width as to insure a 
firm, substantial and easy bearing upon the 
hips of the wearer, but in order to prevent 
intermediate portions of the trousers band 
from sagging supplemental supporting ele 
ments 18, having a construction similar to 
that just described with reference to the hip 
surmounting element, may be slidably 
mounted upon the belt to provide for adjust 
ment for the same reason as described with 
reference to the hip-surmounting elements. 
Also said supplemental elements are pro 
vided as shown with trousers engaging de 
vices. 

After adjusting the belt around the waist, 
at the proper comfortable tensions, and ar 
ranging the hip-surmounting elements di 
rectly over the bearing at their lower edges 
on the hip. the supplemental supports 
should be placed as desired relatively to the 
hip-surmounting elements, after which the 
clamps may be engaged with the upper edge 
of the trousers band. the belt and supports 
being concealed thereby and the upper edge 
of the band being held in the desired plane. 
After this adjustment and engagement. 

with the trousers, the belt may remain in 
place on the clothing. it being necessary only 
to loosen the belt, by detaching its extremi 
ties to permit the removal of the clothing. 
and when the latter is replaced the parts 
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accurately asslime their proper positions. 
In other words, the beit may be permitted to 
remain attached to the trousers, as the latter 
are successively removed and replaced, and 
is always in position for use-becoming ef 
fective simply by tightening the belt at the 
buckle 19. 

It will be observed that the rounded lower 
bearing edge formed by the doubting of the 
stiffening plate of the hip-surmounting ele 
ments avoids any cutting or chafing action, 
especially as said plate is covered by the 
sheath of canvas or other suitable fabric, and 
the only exposed metal parts are the claim ps 
and their fiat supporting arms, which pal'ts 
are preferably highly polished to avoid 
abrasion of the garments. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A trousers-supporting belt having flat 

stiffened hip-surmounting elements slidably 
mourited upon and adapted to maintain the 
beit in a plane above the hips of the wearer, 
each of said eiennents consisting of a folded 
member forming a belt-receiving guide, and 
an upwardly extending trouse's-engaging 
device carried by said member and secured 
between the folds thereof to define the width 
of the belt-receiving guide. 

2. A trousers-supporting belt having flat 
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stiffened hip-surmounting elements slidably 
mounted upon and adapted to maintain the 
belt in a plane above the hips of the wearer, 
each of said elements consisting of a plate 
provided with an inclosing fabric sheath, 
doubled upon itself to form a lower rounded 
bearing edge, and an upwardly extending 
trousers-engaging device carried by said 
member and secured at its lower end between 
and spacing the folds of said member, and 
terminating short of the bottom of the same 
to define a belt-receiving guide. 

3. A trousers-supporting belt having flat 
stiffened hip-surmounting elements adapted 
to maintain the belt in a plane above the hips 
of the wearer, each of said elements consist 
ing of a folded and stiffened member, a trou 
sers engaging device having its arm located 
between the parts of said folded member, 
and fastening means extending through the 
parts of the folded member and the arm, the 
end of the latter defining a belt receiving 
guide between parts of the folded member. 
This specification signed and witnessed 

this 24 day of October A. D. 1916. 
ASON FOWARD ELEMING. 

Witnesses: 
W. P. NUZUM, 
WALTER JoNES, Jr. 
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