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This invention relates to containers, and more 

particularly to bottles and the like adapted to 
hold cosmetics having stoppers a portion of 
which will indicate a characteristic of the sub 
stance: Within the bottle. For illustration, the 
invention will be hereafter described With rela 
tion to containers for nail polish, but is not to 
be limited thereto. 

Heretofore containers of the type for holding 
nail polish, have had many faults. For example, 
it has been exceedingly difficult for anyone to 
see just how the polish will look on finger nails 
before applying. Secondly, much of the polish 
evaporates because of careleSSness in replacing 
the stopper and the resulting liquid becomes SO 
thick and heavy as to be useless. And, thirdly, 
containers of this type are not only top-heaWy 
and easily tip over, but offer no suitable support 
for the fingers. While applying the polish. 

Accordingly, One of the main objects of the 
- present invention is to provide a device of the 
above general character which Will indicate to 
potential purchaser or user the shade of the Sub 
stance within the container when applied. 
Another object is to provide a container of the 

above general character having a stopper that 
will naturally tend to make the user replace it 
tightly after using. 
Another object is to provide a container of the 

above general character having a form adapted 
to give good support when applying the Substance 
to a fingernail. 
A further object is to provide a container and 

stopper of the above general character, simple in 
operation and reliable in use, having relatively 
few parts, which may be inexpensively manufac 
tured and assembled. 
Another object is to provide a container and 

stopper of the above general character. Which 
Will have great sales Value, not only because of 
its usefulness but because of its pleasing appear 
aCe 
Other objects will be in part obvious from the 

annexed drawing and in part hereinafter indi 
cated in connection thereWith, by the following 
analysis of the invention. 
This invention accordingly consistS in the fea 

tures of construction, conbination of parts and 
in the unique relation of the members and in the 
relative proportioning and disposition thereof, 
all as more completely outlined herein. 
To enable others skilled in the art to fully Com 

prehend the underlying features of this inven 
tion, that they may embody the same by the nu 
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Contemplated by the invention, a diaWiig delict 
ing several forms of the invention has been an 
nexed as part of this disclosure, and in Such 
drawing like characters of reference denote cor 
responding parts throughout all of the VieWS, in 
Which 

Fig. 1 is a plan, View of one container and its 
stopper; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional side view of the same 
container and stopper; 

Fig. 3 is a side view of a modification of the 
container and stopper; and 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the modification shown 
in Fig. 3. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail, Fig. 1 
shows a plan view of the container to and the 
stopper f. The container or body is hollow, 
preferably elongated in shape, and has a rela 
tively broad flat surface on its top and bottom 
Sides. The body may be made either of glass, any 
Suitable plastic, or even of pottery or porcelain. 

Positioned approximately in the center of the 
tOp Of the container 0 is a neck 3 with which 
the stopper fits. The stopper it is preferably 
elongated in shape as is indicated in Fig. 1 and 
has a hole or recess 4 running into or through 
itS. longitudinal axis slightly larger in diameter 
than that of a normal finger. On either side of 
the stopper on the top surface of the body 
of the container are indentations or finger 
grooves 5, slightly rounded and having a greater 
length than breadth. The purpose of the finger 
grooves 5 is not only to provide support for the 
fingers. While applying the polish but to better 
hold the bottle or container against tipping when 

Se: 
The stopper'?, as is shown in cross-section in . 

Fig. 2, is preferably made of transparent nate 
rial. Such as glass or any plastic having the gen 
eral characteristics of Lucite. It may be tinted 
any color desired, but it should be transparent or 
Very translucent. 

Directly Over the longitudinal hole on the 
top of the stopper is an indicating means 16, 
here shown in the shape of a fingernail. This in 
dicating means is the same color as the Substance 
or nail polish after being applied. Often the liq 
uid nail polish in the container is a different color 
or shade than. that when finally dried after being 
applied, making it almost impossible for the pros 
pective user to tell just how it will appear. There 
fore, to avoid any Such guesswork, the color of 
the indicating Spot 6 on top of the transparent 
stopper is the exact shade of the substance after 

merous modifications in structure and relation 55 it has been applied to the fingernail. The indi 



2 
cating spot may be painted on the stopper or 
may be a separate insert inlayed in the top sur 
face of the Stopper. 
When applying nail polish it is preferable to 

have a reasonably long Shank to the applicator 
or brush. In the present invention, Suitably fas 
tened to the bottom of the stopper f at 7 is a 
flexible coiled Spring 8, to the operative end of 
which is attached a brush 20. The shank there 
fore is flexible in character tending to a SSume a 
straight position when removed from the bottle 
or container. Also, by means of its flexible char 
acter, it is possible to have the desired flat and 
until table shape which has been found to be 
most Suitable for the container. This slight re 
siliency to the Shank is also desirable when apply 
ing nail polish as it tends for greater accuracy 
in application. Obviously the shank need not be 
a coiled spring Wire but could be any flexible Sub 
stance or form such as a single strand of flexible 
or resilient wire attached at one end to the stop 
per and carrying an applicating means On the 
other end for the purpose of being placed in a 
container of shallower depth than its length. 
The joint where the stopper ScreWS or Snaps 

onto the body of the container at 3 is SO Con 
structed that the stopper is Only on tightly when 
the longitudinal axes of the stopper and the body 
are parallel as is ShoWn more clearly in Fig. 1. It 
has been found that a great deal of nail polish 
is wasted or dries up because the user fails to 
replace the stopper tightly after using. This is 
due mainly to the highly volatile ingredients in 
the nail polish. The present invention capitalizes 
on the innate tidiness of women in that they 
would be far more likely to put a stopper on a 
bottle or container straight than tightly. To ac 
complish this end the joint between the stopper 
and the bottle or container is so constructed that 
it will only be tight when the longitudinal axis 
of the elongated stopper is parallel to the elon 
gated axis of the container. Therefore the joint 
at 3 is preferably bayonette in type which has 
been found most suitable as it requires leSS than a 
quarter turn to properly position and can be 
much more easily made than a screw top. How 
ever, it is obvious that an ordinary threaded type 
may be used if care is taken to so construct the 
stopper that it will only be tight on the bottle 
or container when the stopper is straight. 
In operation, the bottle or container 0, filled 

with liquid 2, for example nail polish, rests on 
a fiat Surface. The potential purchaser or user 
Wishing to know just what the nail polish Will 
look like when applied, inserts a finger 22 in the 
recess or hole 4 in the stopper. The real finger 
nail 23 is positioned directly beneath the indicat 
ing nail 6 on the top of the stopper. As the stop 
per is transparent, the user can look directly 
through the top of the stopper and easily See 
exactly how the polish will look when applied 
and determine the matter of purchase at once, 
thereby saving time and guesSWOrk. 
After selecting the color desired and when 

used, the stopper is removed from the bottle Or 
container and the shank 8 assumes a straight 
position. The user then places the finger on 
which it is desired to coat a nail in one of the 
recesses 5. This not only holds the bottle down 
but gives excellent support for applying the 
polish. 

Figs. 3 and 4 show a side and plan view, re 
spectively, of a modification of the container 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. This modification pro 
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poses a container or bottle in the form of a peli- 75 
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can, although it is conceivable any animal or 
bird having a relatively large head might be 
acceptable. It comprises a hollow body 24, made 
of any Suitable Substance, such as glass, porcelain 
or plastic, and a head 25, preferably made, in part 
at least, of a transparent plastic of the general 
character of Lucite. The body portion 24 is hol 
low and Serves as a bottle or container Whereas 
the head 25 acts as a stopper for the container 
and an indicating means. Longitudinally 
through the head 25 is a hole or recess 26 slightly 
greater in diameter than a normal finger, while 
the top of the beak 27 of the pelican as shown is 
colored, by paint or by an insert, of the same color 
as the polish within the container will appear 
after being applied to a finger nail. When viewed 
from the top, the head with the beak or bill 27 
appears to be in the shape of a finger nail. 
The head 25, carrying a flexible shaft and 

applicating means not shown but similar to the 
one in Fig. 2, snaps or screws on to the body 24 
at 28 as With a bayonette joint. This joint is 
So constructed that the stopper, Will only be on 
tightly when the head and body are in perfect 
alignment. Again counting on a woman's in 
nate tidiness, the Stopper is much more apt to 
be replaced tightly if it must be Straight in Order 
to be tight. 

Directly in the center of the top Surface of 
the body 25 there may be positioned crossed 
grooves 30 and 3 if desired, which act as finger 
rests in the same manner as grooves 5 shown in 
Fig. 2. It is desirable when applying nail polish 
to have means to Support the finger, which 
grooves 30 and 3 not only support the finger 
When applying but, by using the Support, the bot 
tle is less likely to be tipped over or spilled. 

Referring further to the head or stopper 25, 
it is obvious that it is not necessary to run the 
hole 26 entirely through as the same purpose 
may be accomplished if the hole is only a receSS 
deep enough to insert a finger to see how the 
polish will appear on the nail. 

Conceivably, the grooves 5 shown in Fig. 1 
could extend entirely across the top surface of 
the container 0 and the stopper i? could run 
parallel to these grooves. The stopper would 
still be oval shape but the hole Would run at 
right angles to the longitudinal axis of the bottle 
or container. 
The use of the term "animal' herein is to be 

understood to mean either a bird or animal Suit 
able for the purpose intended and "recess' may 
be either a through hole or recess as desired. 

It is thus seen that the present invention pro 
vides a simple and practical container adapted 
to accomplish among others, all of the objects 
and advantages herein Set forth. 

I claim: 
1. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 

comprising a hollow body part, a closure for the 
container of greater length than width having 
a recess extending Within and in the direction 
of the length of the closure adapted to receive 
a finger, the top of the closure having a portion 
of the size and shape of a finger nail and the 
color of the liquid contents when applied. 

2. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
Comprising a hollow body part in the form and 
coloring of an animal, a recessed closure for the 
container in the shape of the head correspond 
ing to the body adapted to receive a finger, the 
top of the closure having a portion with an in 
dicator of the size and shape of a finger nail 
and colored to a shade corresponding to the 



2,296,189 
color of the contents of the container when ap 
plied, whereby on inserting the finger in the 
recess the appearance of the manicured finger 
nail may be ascertained. 

3. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part, a 
recessed transparent closure for the container, 
the top of the closure having a portion of the 
size and shape of a finger nail and adapted to 
overlie the finger nail when a finger is inserted 
in the recess, said portion being colored to a 
shade corresponding to the color of the contents 
when applied, said body part and closure having 
coacting fastening means adapted to insure tight 
closure of the container When their longitudinal 
axes are in Substantially the same vertical plane. 

4. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising a hollow body part having a relative 
broad flat top surface with a part adapted to 
support a finger, a Substantially transparent and . 
hollow closure for the container, the top of the 
closure having a portion of the size and shape 
of a finger nail and colored to a shade corre 
sponding to the color of the contents. When ap 
plied, and an applicator Secured to the closure 
at one end adapted to extend into the body 
whereby on inserting a finger in the receSS With 
the finger nail beneath Said portion the appear 
ance of a manicured finger nail Will be ascer 
tained. 

5. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a closure for 
the container in the Shape of the head corre 
sponding to the body, the top of the closure 
having a portion of the size and shape of a finger 
nail and colored to a shade corresponding to 
the color of the contents when applied, Said body 
part and head part having coacting fastening 
means adapted to insure tight closure of the 
container when their longitudinal axes are in 
substantially the same plane. 

6. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a closure for : 
the container in the shape of the head corre 
sponding to the body part, said body part and 
head part having coacting fastening means 
adapted to insure tight closure of the container 
only When their longitudinal axes are in Sub 
stantially the same plane. 

7. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a closure for 
the container in the shape of the head COrre 
sponding to the body part and of greater length 
than width having a recess extending within 
and in the direction of the length of the closure, 
the top of the closure having a portion of the 
size and shape of a finger nail and colored to 
a shade corresponding to the color of the con 
tents when applied, whereby on inserting the 
finger in the recess the appearance of the mani 
cured finger nail may be ascertained. 

8. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part hav 
ing a relatively broad flat top Surface With a 
portion adapted to support a finger, a Substan 
tially hollow translucent closure for the con 
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tainer, the top of the closure having a portion 
of the Size and shape of a finger nail and colored 
to a shade corresponding to the color of the con 
tents. When applied, Whereby on inserting the 
finger in the recess the appearance of the mani 
cured finger nail may be ascertained, said body 
part and closure having a bayonette connection 
adapted to insure tight closure of the container 
When their longitudinal axes are in Substantially 
the same plane. 

9. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a recessed trans 
lucent closure for the container in the shape of . 
the head corresponding to the body, the top of 
the closure having a transparent portion of the 
Size and shape of a finger nail and colored on its 
under side to a shade corresponding to the color 
of the contents. When applied, whereby on in 
Serting the finger, in the receSS the indicating 
portion Overlies the nail and the appearance of 
the manicured finger nail may be ascertained. 

10. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a recessed trans 
lucent closure for the container in the shape of 
the head corresponding to the body, the top of 
the closure having an indicating portion of the 
Size and shape of a finger nail and colored on its 
underside to a shade corresponding to the color 
of the contents when applied, whereby on insert 
ing the finger in the recess the indicating portion 
Overlies the nail and the appearance of the mani 
cured finger nail may be ascertained, and an ap 
plicator Secured to the closure at one end. 

11. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a recessed trans 
lucent closure for the container in the shape of 
the head corresponding to the body, the top of 
the closure having an indicating portion of the 
size and shape of a finger nail and colored to a 
shade corresponding to the color of the contents 
When applied, whereby on inserting the finger in 
the receSS the indicating portion overlies the 
nail and the appearance of the manicured finger 
nail may be ascertained, and an applicator se 
cured to the closure at one end, the intermediate 
part of Which is of flexible coiled spring Wire 
thereby to permit the applicator to bend and 
reach the remote parts of the interior of the 
container. 

12. A container for a colored liquid cosmetic 
comprising an elongated hollow body part in the 
form and coloring of an animal, a recessed trans 
lucent closure for the container in the shape of 
the head corresponding to the body, the top of 
the closure having an indicating portion of the 
size and shape of a finger nail and colored on 
its under side to a shade corresponding to the 
color of the contents when applied, whereby on 
inserting the finger in the recess the appearance 
of the manicured finger may be ascertained, said 
body part and head part having coacting fasten 
ing means adapted to insure tight closure of the 
container when their longitudinal axes are in 
substantially the same plane. 

FARNEAMBLAIR, 


