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This invention relates to fastening or hold-
ing devices designed primarily for use in se-
curing garment straps to a garment, the in-
vention being particularly designed for use
in connection with ladies’ garments.

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a fastening device so formed
that an end of a strap may be threaded there-
through and adjustably held thereby in such
a manner that the terminal of the strap will
be hidden behind the main hody portion
thereof.

Still another object of the invention is to
provide a fastening device which will firmly
hold a strap in adjusted position but may be
readily loosened to disengage the strap to
permit taking up of the same.

The invention consists in the details of con-
struction and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the several parts of my im-
proved shoulder strap for ladies’ garments
whereby certain important advantages are at-
tained and the device rendered simpler, less
expensive and otherwise more convenient and
advantageous for use, as will be hereinafter
more fully set forth.

The novel features of my invention will
hereinafter be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention may be the
better understood, I will now proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the accom-
panying drawing, wherein :—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective illus-
trating a shoulder strap and fastening means
therefor constructed in accordance with an
embodiment of my invention;

Figure 2 is an elevational view of one of
the plates comprised in the rear fastener;

Figure 3 is a view in elevation of the second
plate comprised in the rear fastener and car-
ried by the shoulder strap;

Figure 4 is an elevational view of the plate
comprised in the front fastener.

As disclosed in the accompanying drawing,
1 denotes the top band -or hem of an under-
garment of any desired style with which are
adapted to be operatively engaged the shoul-
der straps 2.

Each of the shoulder straps 2 has one end
portion provided with a loop 3 which sur-

rounds the central bar 4 of an elongated flat
member 5, said member 5 above and below
the bar 4 being provided with slots 6 parallel
to each other and to the bar 4 to permit the
requisite connection of the strap 2. The strap
2 is also threaded through the spaces 7 of a
flat plate 8 adapted to be stitched at its oppo-
site end portions closely against the inner
surface of the band or hem 1. These spaces 7
are provided by forming parallel slots
through and longitudinally of the central
portion of the plate 8, as at 9, thus forming
the parallel bars 10. The plate 8 is adapted
to be arranged in proper position at the rear
of the garment while to the forward portion
of the garment is stitched at its opposite end
portions the plate 11 provided at the top and
bottom with the spaced members 12 connected
at their opposite end portions by the inter-
mediate connecting strips 14.

- Each of the members 12 is formed to pro-.
vide a pair of longitudinally extending slote
17 adjacent each side edge thereof and a cen-
tral longitudinally extending slot 17”7 of
greater width than and between the side slots,
as shown. The side slots 17 ave thus divided

by alongitudinally extending bar 16.

Extending longitudinally of the central
portion of the member 12 and of the central
slot 17/ thereof is a bar 18 which is slidably
engaged at each end over an intermediate
connecting strip 14 to permit it to be shifted
transversely of the member. One side edge
of the bar 18 is toothed as indicated at 19,
this toothed edge coacting with an adjacent
portion of the member dividing one of the
slots 17 from the central portion 17° to en-
gage the strap 2 when the same has been
passed therebetween as hereinafter described.

When the plate member 12 has been ap-
plied to a garment and the strap 2 is to be at-
tached thereto, the free end of the strap is
threaded down through the uppermost pair
of slots 17 to the lower side of the bar 18
where it is passed through the slot 17 under
the bar 18 and brought back up over the bar
18 where it is again passed through the slot
17’ and up through the upper slots 17 over
the center bar 16 thereof coming out against
the forward faces of the member 12 between
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the same and the adjacent body portion of
the strap. From this it will be readily un-
derstood that the terminal portion of the
strap will be covered by the strap proper and
s that portion of the strap passing between the
toothed edge of the bar 18 and the toothed
portion of the plate will be securely gripped
so that slipping of the strap will be pre-
vented. o
10 From the foregoing description it is
thought to be obvious that a shoulder strap
for ladies’ garments constructed in accord-
ance with my invention is particularly well
adapted for use by reason of the convenience
15 and facility with which it may be assembled
and operated, and it will also e obvious thaf
my invention is susceptible of some change
and modification without departing from the
principles and spirit thereof and for this rea-
20 son I do not wish to be understood as limit-
ing myself to the precise arrangement and
formation of the several parts herein shown
In carrying out my invention in practice ex-
cept as hereinafter claimed. :
25 T claim:—
A fastening device adjustable for securing
a garment supporting strap to a garment,
comprising a flat body formed to provide two
groups of bar members, the members of each
30 group being separated to form slots for the
reception of a strap, said groups of bars be- -
ing separated to, form a relatively wide cen-
tral slot therebetween and substantially.
parallel therewith, strap engaging teeth
35 formed along a bar of one of said groups
bordering said central slot, a strap engaging
bar extending longitudinally of the central
slot and shiftable transversely thereof, said
bar having teeth along .one side for coaction
40 with the first mentioned teeth, and means
- whereby said body may be secured to a gar-

ment. ) 4
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my -
signature, S
45 ' . LILLUS A. KELLEY.
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