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(54)  Method  and  apparatus  for  partially  recompressing  digital  signals 

(57)  A  method  and  apparatus  are  provided  for 
changing  the  compression  level  of  digital  information, 
such  as  digital  video  information.  After  having  been 
compressed  by  a  first  compression  scheme  that  pro- 
vides  quantized  transform  coefficients,  the  digital  infor- 
mation  is  partially  decompressed  to  recover  the 

transform  coefficients  as  they  were  prior  to  quantizing. 
The  transform  coefficients  are  then  requantized  at  a  dif- 
ferent  compression  level.  The  previously  compressed 
information  is  only  partially  decompressed  and  requan- 
tized  to  modify  its  compression  level. 
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