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The present invention relates to a latching 
mechanism. 

It is among the objects of the present invention 
to provide an improved latching arrangement 
and particularly an improved latching arrange 
ment designed to be utilized in connection with 
Various devices, as ior example, for banks, for 
stands to receive and lock liquor or perfume bot 
tles and SO forth, which will be durable and reli 
able and of inexpensive construction and yet will 
not be Subject to ready derangement or tamper 
ing by the persons to whom Such bank may be 
given. 
Other objects will be obvious or will appear 

during the course of the following specification. 
In accomplishing the above objects, it has been 

found most Suitable to provide a stand with a 
double or removable botton, said botton having 
a double Wall Construction between which is con 
tained two reciprocal locking elements. These 
locking elements are desirably Spring biased so 
aS normally to project outwardly from the en 
closure of the double bottom and engage openings 
in the lower edges of the side Walls of the bank. 
An opening is provided in the double Wall con 

Struction permitting insertion of a relatively sim 
ple key construction by which the reciprocal mem 
berS may be Withdrawn from the openings in the 
side Walls of the banking casing permitting the 
botton to be Withdrawn. 
The key is preferably of a construction having 

rounded sides which will operate the reciprocal 
elementS and yet is not similar to readily avail 
able instruments by which the device could be un 
latched by the possessor thereof. 
Although the reciprocal latch element may take 

Various forms, it has been found most satisfactory 
in one form of the invention to provide closely 
fitting offset bars having extensions or lugs adja 
cent the key Opening which are designed to engage 
the key When the bai's are to be withdrawn. 
These bars may be formed of a relatively thin 

resilient sheet metal. 
The above and other objects will appear more 

clearly from the following detailed description 
When taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, will illustrate a preferred embodiment 
of the inventive idea. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the bank 

Construction. 
Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view upon the 

line 2-2 of Figure 1 upon enlarged scale as com 
pared to Figure , 
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bottom and lower portion of the casing upon the 
line 3-3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a detailed fragmentary Sectional 
view showing ther cooperation of the key and 
latch construction. m 

Figure 5 is a detailed side sectional view upon 
the lines 5-5 of Figtre 4. 

Figures 6 and 7 are detailed side sectional views 
upon the lines 6-6 and 7-7 of Figure 2 upon 
enlarged scale as compared to Figure 2 showing 
the manner of mounting and guiding the bottom 
plate elements. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the key shown 
in location in the dot and dash lines in Figures 
2 to 5. 

Referring to the construction of Figures 1 to 7, 
the bank consists of a casing having a removable 
double bottom or base B, a reciprocating-locking 
arrangement including the two bars C and a key 
element ID: 
The casing A is provided with the coinslot to 

and the side walls , the lower ends of the slotted 
walls are provided With slots 2 (see Figures 2 
and 3). 
The base B is provided with an upper bottom 

3 and a lower botton 4 between Which are po 
Sitioned the reciprocating Strips or bars C. 
The upper and lower bottoms 3 and 4 are 

held together, as best shown in Figure 7, by the 
upturned flange 5 extending through the opening 
7 in the upper bottom 3, which flange 5 has a 
down turned portion 6 engaging the edges of said 
opening as indicated at 8. 
The edges of the upper botton element 3 are 

turned down as indicated at 9 and they are 
slotted, as indicated at 20, to coincide with the 
openings 2. 
The base or lower bottom plate fill has the 

down turned portions 2 which fit inside of the 
lower edges 22 of the side walls f. 
The outturned flange 23 is designed to contact 

With the table or other Support upon which the 
bank is placed and the upturned portions 24 are 
designed to contact at their upper ends 24d with 
the side Walls . 
The locking bars C are made of thin sheet metal 

and are preferably resilient and they each have 
an inside end 26d, which is substantially offset 
from the outside ends 25. The Offset ends 25 are 
provided With inturned end portions 25 which 
project through the openings 2-20. 
The portions 26a of the bars C are provided 

with the lugs 27 which are positioned at each side 
of the Openings 28 in the upper botton plate 3 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view of the 5 and 29 in the lower bottom plate 4. 
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The opening 28 in the upper plate 3 receives 

the rounded end portion 30 of the key D of Fig 
lure 8 while the lower opening receives the en 
larged portion 3 having the rounded edges 32. 
The upper portion 33 of the enlarged portion 

3 is designed to contact the lower faces of the 
edges 34 of the opening 28, as best shown in 
Figure 5. 
The offset portions 25 of the bars are provided 

with notches 35 to receive the ends 36 of the 
Spring 37, said spring having turned portion 38, 
which is riveted at 39 to the bottom plate 4. 
The bent ends 36 of the Spring as shown in 

Figure 2, tend to press the ends 26 of the bars C 
outwardly into the recesses 2-20. - - 
As shown in Figure 6, the upper plate 3 also 

has stamped out and down turned portions 40, 
the lower ends 4 of which touch the bottom 
plate 4 and guide the side edges of the bars 25. 
The offset ends of the bars are guided by the 

openings 2-20. So that the bars C will be held in 
predetermined position. - - 

In Operation the key D will be inserted in the 
opening 29, as shown in Figures 3 and 5, with its 
tip portion 3) projecting into the Smaller open 
ing 28 in the upper plate 3. 
When the key is inserted into the position 

shown in Figure 3, with the shoulders 33 abutting 
the edges 34 of the upper plate 3 adjacent the 
key hole, and turned to the position indicated in 
Figures 4 and 5 it will press the projecting por 
tions 27 apart and withdraw the end portions 26 
from the openings 2 and 20. This motion will 
be stopped by the contact, as indicated at 45 in 
Figure 4. 

It is apparent that the construction shown is 
quite simple, rugged and not readily susceptible 
to being tampered with or broken. It also is quite 
durable and will stand up for long periods of time 
Without derangement and at the same time, can 
be operated by the bank with the maximum of 
COnVenience. 
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It will be noted that a particularly valuable 

feature of the present invention is that as SOOn 
as the key is removed, the bars C will Snap back 
into projected position where they will either 
lock the bank in position on the base or project 
beyond the walls if the base is not in position. 

It would also be possible to place the inturned 
portions 26 in the side walls . 
Although a bank is shown as the preferred uti 

lization of the bottom latch construction, it is 
obvious that the construction, as shown in Fig 
lures 2 to 5, might be applied to perfume bottle 
or liquor bottle stands and to various other de 
Vices Which are to be locked to prevent unau 
thorized usage of the contents thereof or intru 
Sion into the interior thereof. 

Furthermore, the double plate locking device, 
as shown, may also be utilized at the top or sides 
of an enclosure or stand as well as the bottom, 
as shown. 

It is apparent that the specific illustrations 
shown above have been given by way of illustra 
tion and not by Way of limitation and that the 
Structures above described are subject to Wide 
Variation and modification without departing 
from the scope or intent of the invention, all of 
which variations and modifications are to be in 
cluded Within the scope of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
A lock comprising a double plate flat carrier, 

two flat bars in Said carrier having aligned lock 
ing portions and offset parallel overlapping un 
locking portions, said last mentioned portions 
having transversely projecting legs extending to 
Ward each other from the sides adjacent the 
aligned portions to engage a key on opposite sides 
of the key, the ends of the carrier having recesses 
for Said aligned portions, said aligned portions 
being notched and a flat U-shaped spring en 
gaging Said notches to press said aligned portions 
apart. 

EDWIN. KLAHN. 


