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This invention relates to means for support-
ing garment hangers in a clothes closet, or the
like, and is especially directed to such means de-
signed to conserve the limited space of a clothes
closet by providing supports for a plurality of
hangers whereby said hangers and their sup-
ported garments occupy less space in said closet
than they would normally occupy if placed ubon
a standard horizontal rod, as is customary.

Tt 35 an object of this invention to provide such
a device that will support a plurality of hangers
efficiently and in a fixed position without danger
of said hangers swinging freely about.

Tt is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide such a device that can be economically
manufactured from readily available materials
and at very low cost.

It is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide, in such a device, a garment hanger of the
wire type so designed as to support a coat, or the
like, without objectionable creasing of the shoul-
ders thereof.

murther objects and advantages will be ap-
parent gs the description proceeds in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device con-
strueted in accordance with the principles of the
present invention and showing said device in
place on a standard hanger rod.

Figurs 2 is a fragmentary detailed view of a
portion of the device of Figure 1 illustrating a
modified mode of construction, and

Figure 3 is a fragmentary detailed view of a
further modified manner of practicing the in-
vention. )

The device shown in Figure 1 consists of a
continuous length of wire which may be round
or any other desired shape in section and may be
of steel, aluminum, iron, or any other suitable
material. The length of wire is bent to the con-
figuration shown to provide, at its ends, a pair
of spaced, paraliel, oppositely facing hook ele-
ments | having their lower portions extending
inwardly and then downwardly in contact with
each other, as at 2 to form a narrow neck. The
narrow neck portion constituted by the portions
2 of the wire is embraced by 2 clip 3 which may
be folded from sheet metal, or the like, and re-
tains the parallel portions 2 in engagement with
sach other. The dewnward extending portions
2 terminate in horizontal strands 4 that extend
outwardly therefrom and are formed at fheir
lateral extremities with loop elements §. The
strands then continue downwardly and inwardly
to a second pair of loop elements 6 and then
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again downwardly and inwardly to a third pair
of loop elements 7. It will be noted that the pairs
of loop elements §, 6 and 7 are arranged in two
downwardly converging rows and that all of the
loop elements lie generally in a plane normal to
the plane occupied by each of the hook elements
{ whereby the supporting loops §, 6 and 7 will
hang generally in a plane including the support-
ing rod 8.

Below the loop elements 7 the strands are
brought together and extended downwardly in
parallel relation and in contact with each other
as at 9 to form a second narrow neck portion.
This narrow neck portion is likewise surrounded
by a clip {0 folded from sheet metal, or the like,
to be reenforced thereby and held in proper posi-
tion. From the narrow neck portion defined by
the portions 9 the strands extend downwardly
and outwardly at il and each strand is then
looped to form a helical strand portion (2 at the
lateral extremities of the strands (1 and extend
inwardly therefrom in a single strand 8. It is
to be noted that each of the helical portions {2
has its convolutions spaced apart along the axis
of the helix which axis extends generally in a
norizontal direction. The loops 12 may, if de-
sired, be employed to support additional hangers.
From this construction it will be seen that the
loop portions 12 constitute a generally bulbous
structure at the ends of the garment hanger and
that the lower strand {3 thereof is laferally
spaced from the plane defined by the strand por-
tions (1. This construction provides a garment
hanger having a neck portion at 9, collar sup-
porting portions at (f and shoulder supporting
portions at 12. The shoulder supporting por-
tions 12 being somewhat bulbous in shape pro-
vide a desirable type of support for the shoulders
of the garment whereby to prevent creases from
forming in the shoulders of the garment and
the lower strand 13, being laterally spaced irom
the plane of the strands {1, will cooperate to hold
the garment in a more nearly natural position
than it will assume when placed on a conven-
tional wire type hanger. The strand 13 also pro-
vides a support upon which additional garments
may be hung.

Tt is to be noted that the plane defined by the
strands 11, which may be referred to generally
as the plane of the hanger, extends normal to
the plane defined by the supporting loops b, 6
and 1.

The supporting loops 8, 6 and 7 are provided
as supports for a plurality of garment hangers,
one of which is shown in dotted outline at 4.
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The hangers {4 will be supported on the device
by having their hooked portions engaged in the
loop elements 5, 6 and T and it is to be noted that
the hangers i4 will hang parallel to each other
and parallel to the garment hanger consisting of
the portions {1, 12 and 12. By arranging the sup-
porting loops 5, 6 and T in the manner described,
it will be seen that adjacent hangers 18 will be
laterally spaced from each other and also ver-
tically spaced from each other. This manner of
spacing the hangers 14 enables a greater number

of garments to be hung in a given space since the.

bulky portion of each garment, that is the should-
ers, is vertically displaced from the correspond-
ing portion of the next adjacent garment and
thus the garments may be arranged closer to-
gether without mutual wrinkling than would be
bossible with a plurality of hangers arranged on
the conventional supporting rod 8.

The hooked elements f, described above, being
laterally spaced in a direction parallel to the
plane defined by the loop elements 5, 6 and 1
afford a stable support for the entire device and
are so spaced apart that if a group of hangers
14 and garments carried thereby are placed all
on one side of the hanger { {—12—1{3, the device
will still not be out of static balance but the load
will be carried by both hook elements § to pro-
vide a statically stable arrangement. The hook
elements {, the loop elements 5, 6 and 7, and the
garment hanger {1l are all symmetrically ar-
ranged about a vertical center line whereby
when the device is symmetrically loaded each of
the hock elements { will bear an equal portion
of the load. By providing the spaced hook ele-
ments i, applicant has provided not only a stable
form of supporting means but one in which there
will be no tendency of the device to oscillate or
swing about a vertical axis, as will be readily
apparent.

As shown, the hook elements | face in oppo-
site directions. This is the preferred construction
since it enables the entire assembly to swing about
the axis of the rod 8 without danger of both

hooks slipping therefrom and it further provides

for easy placement of the device on the rod 8.
The latter is accomplished by merely placing the
device with the rod 8 extending anywhere be-
tween the two hook elements and moving the
device upwardly and rotating it until each hook
element is in position over the rod 8 and then
lowering the device vertically downwardly until
it is supported upon the rod. Tt is to be under-
stood, however, that the invention contemplates
such a space saver wherein each of the hook ele-
ments faces the same direction as the other,

Figure 2 illustrates a modified form of con-
struction of the narrow neck portion joining the
supporting lcops T and the hanger {i. In this
form of construction the clip element 12 is elim-
inated and the portions 9’ instead of being ar-
ranged parallel to each other, as shown in Pigure
1, are twisted about each other as clearly shown
in Figure 2. It is to be understood that this
type of construction may be emplayed at the nar-
row neck portion immediately below the hook ele-
ments |, if desired, in addition to the portion
shown by Figure 2.

As shown in Figure 3, the narrow neck por-
tion immediately below the hooked portions §’
may be held in fixed relation by spot welding the

[

10

S0

60

4

vertical portions 2 to each other, as at 15, rather
than in the manner described in connection with
Figures 1 and 2. In like manner, the narrow
neck portion at 9 may be spot welded instead of
employing the clip 18 or the twisting technique
described in connection with Fig. 2.

There has been described a specific embodi-
ment of the invention but it is to be understood
that the invention itself is not to be limited there-
by but is contemplated to include all modifica-
tions that may fall fairly within the scope of the
appended claims.

Tclaim:

i. An article of manufacture comprising, a
continuous length of wire formed to provide a
garment hanger having a narrow neck portion
at the upper end thereof and closed loops at its
lateral extremities, a hanger supporting portion
extending upwardly from said narrow neck por-
tion and providing two upwardly diverging rows
of spaced hanger-supporting elements, said ele-
ments lying in a plane substantially normal to
the plane of said hanger, the said length of wire
extending inwardly from the upper ends of said
diverging rows and forming a central upstand-
ing neck portion terminating im a pair of up-
standing, spaced, parallel hooks, said hooks be-
ing spaced apart in a direction substantially
parallel to the plane of the hanger-supporting
elements.

2. A device of the class described comprising,
support engaging means and spaced means car-
ried thereby to support a plurality of garment
hangers in spaced parallel relationship, said
spaced means being arranged in two downwardly
converging rows symmetrically arranged below
said support engaging means, said support engag-
ing means comprising & pair of spaced parallel
hook elements to engage a horizontal supporting

j rod or the like and be supported thereby and held

against horizontal rotation.

3. A device as set forth in claim 2 wherein said
hook elements face in oppeosite directions.

4. A device of the class described comprising,
support engaging means, means carried thereby
and providing a plurality of elements for sup-
vorting garment hangers, said elenients being ar-
rahged in substantially a single plane and being
laterally spaced from each other whereby to sup-
port a plurality of garment hangers in spaced
parallel relationship, and a garment hanger at-
tached to said second means at the lower end
thereof and lying in & plane substantially normal
to the plane defined by said elements, said support
engaging means comprising a pair of spaced,
parallel and oppositely facing hook elements, said
hook elements being spaced apart in a direction
substantially parallel to the plane of said spaced
elements.
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