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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS A. SINDELAR, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE HYDRAULIC PRESSED
STEEL COMPANY, OF CLEVELAND, 0HIO, A CORPORATION OF OHIO.

PLATFORM.

1,334,409,

Application filed June 11, 1919,

o all whom it muy concern:

Be it known that I, Tromas A. Sixprrar,
a citizen of the United States, residing ak
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Platforms, of
which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings.

This invention is a novel construction of
platform adapted to rvest upon a floor or
other flat surface, for the purpose of re-
celving articles to be moved from one part
of a plant or factory to another part there-
of; and the object of the invention is to pro-
vide a sheet metal platform beneath which
a low moving truck can be inserted, and
then elevated to clear the platform from the
ground so that said platform and the articles
thereon can be quickly and easily moved.
Another object is to provide a platform of
this kind which will be simple, composed
ot few parts, all very strong in themselves,
and rigidly assembled, and a still further
object is to provide a truck having feet at

each end so that the tiruck will have a four-

point support.

With these and certain other objects in
view, the invention consists in the novel
features of construction and’ arrangement,
all of which will be fully described herein-
atter and then pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view
of a platform constructed in accordance
with my invention; Fig. 2 is a top plan view
of the same; Fig. 3 is an end view; Fig, 4
is a detail side elevation; Fig. 5 is a section
on line 5—5—Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is a section on
line 6—6—I'ig. 2; Fig. 7 is an inverted
perspective view of one of the supports and
Fig. 8 is a view of the blank from which the
support is made.

In the practical embodiment of my in-
vention there is employed a bed plate or
platform proper A which is preferably
made from a single piece of sheet metal of
suitable thickness and of any desired dimen-
sions according to the purposes for which
the platform is to be used.  The bed plate or
platform proper is supported at each side
upon trough shaped membhers B3, the sides B’
thereot converging downwardly as shown.

The depth or height of the trough shaped
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wember as a whole will be determined by
the character of the truck to be used in con-
nection therewith, and as a vule will be from
eight to twelve inches in height. At their
upper ends the sides of the trough shaped
members are formed with oppositely dis-
posed flanges B? and the platform or bed
plate A is vigidly connected to the support-
ing members by means of rivets C passing
through the bed plate and through the
flanges B* of the supporting member. The
bed plate or platform is transversely cor-
rugated at intervals as shown at D, said cor-
rugations terminating short of the edges of
the bed plate or platform thereby leaving a
flat marginal portion surrounding the trans-
versely corrugated central portion and the
extreme edges of the bed are rolled over or
flanged as shown at E thereby imparting
strength to the bed plate or platform as a

whole. The outer flange B? of the support-

ing member is made flat inasmuch as it en-
gages the flat marginal portion of the plat-
form but the inner flange is corrugated as
shown at B* in Fig. 5 in order to accom-
modate the corrugation D in the bed plate
or. platform. The sides of the trough
shaped supporting members are corrugated
transversely as shown at T in order to im-
part rigidity to said side members,

It 1s preferred to provide feet beneath the
corners of the bed plate or platform so that
there may be a four point support in order
to provide against uneveness of the floor or
ground upon which the device rests and in
order to make these feet integral with the
trough shaped supporting members I cut
an- opening (+ adjacent each end of each
trough shaped member, the general contour
of this opening being T-shaped and the bot-
tom of the trough shaped member between
these two openings can be pressed upwardly
as shown at T thereby elevating the inter-
mediate portion of the bottom and leav-
ing the end portion the full depth and there-
by providing a foot at each corner of the
platform.  This is accomplished by press-
g operation and avoids the necessity of
attaching separate feet to the supporting
members. Tt will thus be seen that I pro-
vide an exceedingly cheap, simple and du-
rable platform and that owing to the fact
that the three parts of which it is composed
are each extremely rigid, the composite
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structure composed of these rigid members
will possess great rigidity and strength as a
whole. . This truck as before stated is par-
ticularly adapted for use in factories and
plants and preferably usable in connection
with an elevating and transporting truck
which is inserted between the trough shaped
supporting members and then elevated so
as to lift the supporting members clear of
the ground. The platform as a whole with
the articles thereon can then be readily
transported to the desired point and the
truck is then manipulated to lower the plat-
form until it rests upon the supporting feet
when the truck can then be withdrawn from
beneath the platform.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is: '

1. A device of the kind described com-
prising a sheet-metal plate a platform and
trough shaped supporting members, at-
tached to the plate or platform and spaced

apart sufficiently to permit the introduction .

of a truck, the intermediate bottom portion
of each side member being pressed upwardly
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whereby a foot is provided at each end of
each supporting member.

2. A «device of the kind described com-
prising a plate transversely corrugated, the
marginal edges of said plate being flat,
trough shaped supporting members having
oppositely disposed flanges one of which is
corrugated and the other flat, the bottom
of each trough shaped member having open-
ings produced adjacent the ends, the portion
of the bottom between the said openings be-
ing pressed upwardly as set forth.

3. A device of the kind described compris-
ing a sheet metal plate having a marginal
flange, a pair of trough shaped supporting
nembers having oppositely disposed flanges
sald flanges being united to the sheet metal
plate, the intermediate bottom portion of
eachi trough shaped member being pressed

upwardly thereby providing an integral

supporting foot at each end of each trough
shaped member, '
In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix
my signature. _
THOMAS A. SINDELAR.
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