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The present invention relates to improvements 
in containers for bottles and like vessels, and is 
particularly intended for protecting the same 
against unauthorized opening while permitting 

5 inspection of the mouth and adjacent portions 
of the vessel with the container in position there 
around. 
One of the features of the present invention 

is the provision of a container for such a vessel, 
10 which may be simply constructed and assembled 

about the vessel and has an inspection aperture 
extending over the mouth and closure of the 
vessel. 
Another feature of the invention is the provi 

5 Sion of a simply and easily constructed container 
which includes ineans by which parts thereof may 
be disengaged easily and simply for releasing the 
enclosed vessel. 
A further feature of the present invention is 

20 the provision of a container with a maximum 
Surface for the reception of advertising and like 
matter, and in Which the vertical edges are stiff 
ened and Supported and a large Surface area, is 

. protected by the seams employed for joining the 
25 parts of the container. 

With these and other features of the inven 
tion in view, an illustrative form of practicing 
the invention is shown on the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 

30 Fig. 1 is a front or face elevation of the con 
tainer, a Sealed and stamped bottle being indi 
cated in position therein. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan of the same. 
FigS. 3 and 4 are respective side elevations. 

35 Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view corresponding to 
a part of Fig. 4, after an opening operation has 
been performed on the container. 
In this drawing, the container is comprised of 

two symmetrical (here identical) face walls 
40 and which illustratively are constructed as 

sheet metal blanks having normal seaming 
flanges at their peripheries. The shape and size 
Of the blank is constructed and arranged in 
correspondence With the shape and size of the 

45 Wessel to be enclosed thereby, this vessel in the 
illustrated form being a Sealed and stamped 
whiskey bottle of elongated horizontal cross-sec 
tional shape and having flat faces and bottom, 

I and inclined shoulders leading to the neck and 
30 mouth portion thereof. 

The side, top, and bottom walls of the con 
tainer are comprised of a single piece of sheet 
metal 2 conformed to the shape of the face 
walls and having the usual flanges for seaming 
With the flanges of the face walls. This piece 5 5 

of materiai i2 is illustrated as being a narrow 
strip of sheet metal with the ends overlapped, 
Said overlapped ends are joined by a side Seam 
of the usual construction which is indicated at 
2d. in Figure 4 of the drawing. The outer end 5 
at the overlap has a central tongue portion f3 
which lies flat upon the underlying strip and at the 
CVerlap. The piece of material 2 is Scored dur 
ing manufacture at the inclined lines 4 (Fig. 4) 
leading from the edges of the tongue 3, which 10 
join the linearly extending scoring lines 5 lo 
cated near the Seams Which join the body Walls 
and the piece 2. These lines 5 are illustrated 
as extending from near the junction of an in 
clined shoulder with a side Wall, and continue 15 
along the inclined shoulder portion of the con 
tainer, across the top, and down upon the op 
posite side (Fig. 3) Where they may be joined 
by the scoring line 6 adjacent the junction of . 
the other shoulder with its corresponding side 20 
Wali. 
The piece of material f2 has an elongated 

apeiture for led therein and extending across 
the top of the bottle and down along the in 
clined shoulders of the container. The width of 25 
this slot is less than the width of the bottle clo 
Sure, so that the closure cannot be withdrawn 
while the container is in position. It will be 
noted from the drawing that the container pref 
erably fits the bottle closely so that there is no 30 
endwise play between the two. 
The container is particularly adapted for bot 

tles of whiskey and like substances where revenue 
stamps or like matter carrying indicia must be 
placed directly upon the bottle and extend across 35 
the mouth and closure thereof. The slot 7 per 
nits close inspection of the stamp, etc., at any 
time, for verifying the validity of this stamp and 
the integrity of the package. 
The container may be provided in semi-as- 40 

Sembled form, by joining one of the face walls 0 
with the piece 2. The bottle is filled and closed, 
and the revenue Stamp applied, and it is then in 
Serted in the Semi-assembled container structure 
which is then completed by placing and seaming 45 
the other face wall in position. The assembled . 
container now protects the bottle so that the lat 
ter cannot be opened without so distorting the 
container as to reveal the fact of tampering. 
When it is desired to open the bottle, a normal 50 

ripping key is applied to the tongue f3 in the 
usual manner, and the rip strip formed by the 
lines 4, 5, and 6 is torn out in the usual way, 
for exposing the end of the bottle. Since the 
Scoring lines 5 are close to the seams, the bottle 55 
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may be grasped and Withdrawn by a slight dis 
tortion of the upper portions of the Walls 0 and 

and their seams. The lines 5 preferably ex 
tend as illustrated for the entire inclined shoul 
der and top portions of the piece 2, so that the 
walls 0 and bend easily. 
The structure permits the employment of litho 

graphed or other advertising and label-matter for 
Substantially the entire area of the face walls 0 
and within the seams thereof, and likewise the 
major portion of the piece 2 is adapted to re 
ceive advertising matter if so desired. 

It is obvious that the invention is not limited 
to the form of construction shown, but that it may 
be employed in many ways within the scope of 
the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A container for enclosing a flat bottle or like 

vessel having a neckportion and a closure cap to 

Y 
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which is attached a revenue Stamp, Comprising 
parallel side walls spaced to receive the bottle 
flatwise therebetween, a metal strip extending 
around the bottle and joined to the peripheral 
edge portions of said parallel side Walls by double 
Seaming, said strip having the ends thereof 
joined by a side seam so as to provide a project 
ing tearing strip disposed adjacent one shoulder 
of the bottle, Said strip being scored along lines 
parallel and adjacent the double Seam and ex 
tending from said seam joining the ends of the 
strip Substantially to the other shoulder of the 
bottle, so that said strip may be torn away in a 
region extending from one shoulder to the other 
to permit the removal of the bottle, said strip in 
the region of the closure for the bottle having an 
opening therethrough so that the revenue stamp 
may be viewed Without rupturing the container. 

JACK M. CROSS. 
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