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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Groree H. RogErTs,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Thomas, in the county of Custer and State
5 of Oklahoma, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in ‘Whiffletree-Hooks,
of which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to new and use-
ful improvements in whiffletree hooks, the
object of the invention being to provide a
hook of this character which is adapted to
securely hold the trace upon the end of the
5 swingletree and prevent the trace from be-

coming accidentally unhooked from the end

of the swingletree.
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character which will
20 possess advantages in points of efficiency
and durability, is inexpensive of manufac-
ture and at the same time is simple in con-
struction and operation. '

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel features
of construction and the combination and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter more fully
described, pointed out in the claims and
shown in the accompanying drawings in
30 which,

Figure 1 is an elevation of one end of a
swingletree showing my improved hook ap-
plied thereto. Fig. 2 is a sectional view on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is a de-
tailed perspective view of the retaining
member.

Referring more particularly to the drasw-
ings, 1 indicates a metallic ferrule adapted
to be applied to the end of the whiffletree ».
40 Centrally arranged in the closed end of the

ferrule is the screw 3 adapted to be screwed
into the end of the whifletree to hold the
ferrule securely in place, the outer end of
the screw being formed smooth and extends
45 out beyond the end of the ferrule and over

« which the end of the trace 4 is adapted to

be hooked. :

- Formed on the ferrule and arranged at

‘diametrically opposite points are the out-
50 wardly extending lugs 5 and 6. Pivotally

secured to the lug 5 by means of the rivet
7 is the angular bar § having the opening
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9 formed therein, which, when the bar is
swung to a closed position ig adapted to re-
ceive the outer end of the screw 3. Secured
to the free end of the bar 8 by means of the
rivet 10 1s the spring plate 11; said plate be-
mg provided adjacent its free end with the
spaced ribs 12 which are adapted to engage
upon each side of the lug 6 to hold the bar
8 securely upon the outer end of the serew
3 and prevent the trace 4 from becoming
accidentally unhooked from the end of the
swingletree.

In the operation of the device, the trace
4 is first hooked over the outer end of the
screw 3 and the bar 8 is swung across the
end of the swingletree, the outer end of the
screw engaging the opening 9, and the ribs
12 engaging with the lug 6 to hold the bar
securely in place. Tt will be seen that the
free end of the plate 11 is curved slightly
as shown at 13 so that the same can be
easily grasped to release the ribs 12 from
the lug 6 when the trace is to be unhooked
from the swingletree. ‘

While T have shown and described the
preferred form of my invention it will ba
obvious that various changes in the details
of construction and in the proportions may
be resorted to for successfully carrying my
invention into practice without sacrificing
any of the novel features or departing from
the scope thereof.

What I claim is:—

1. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a swingletree, of a fer-
rule rigidly secured to the end thereof, lugs
formed on the ferrule at diametrically op-
posite points, an angular bar pivotally se-
cured to one of said lugs and having one of
its ends disposed across the end of the
swingletree, a spring plate rigidly secured to
the free end of said bar, spaced ribs formed
on the outer end of the plate and adapted to
engage with one of said lugs to hold the bar
In an operative position, and means pro-
jecting from the end of the swingletree to
retain the trace in position between said bar
and the swingletree. ‘ '

2. In a device of the character desecribed,
the combination with a swingletree, of a fer-
rule, a serew centrally arranged therein,
having its threaded end screwed into the end
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of the swingletree and the other end extend-
ing beyond the closed end of the- ferrule,
lugs formed on the ferrule at diametrically
opposite points, an angular bar pivotally se-
cured to one of said lugs, said bar having
an opening formed therein to receive the
outer end of the screw and means carried
by the free end of the said bar and adapted
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to engage the other lug to hold the bar in

an operative position.
Tn testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE H. ROBERTS.
‘Witnesses:

E. D. Fosrer,

Erymer WILLERT.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five

cents each, by addressing the Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”
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