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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RicEARD C. DERBY, of
Newport, in the county of Newport and State
of Rhode Island, have invented a new and
Improved Document-File, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to files for holding
documents—such, for instance, as letters,
bills, general office-documents, books, &e.;
and the object is to provide a device of this
character in which the documents may be
closely packed together and held, thus pre-
venting an accumulation of dust on the same
and in which the documents are readily ac-
cessible; and a further object is to provide a
file which will be comparatively inexpensive

to manufacture.
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I will describe a document-file embodying
my invention, and then point out the novel
features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1is a perspective view of a docu-
ment-file embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is
a section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1 and drawn
on an enlarged scale. Fig. 3 is a section at

- right angles to Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a perspec-

30

tive view showing a portion of a modified form

. of the file.
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. ends of the uprights,
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Referring first to the example of my im-
provement shown in Tigs. 1,2, and 3, 1 des-
ignates a base consisting of any suitable ma-
terial and having uprights 2 at its ends. Sup-
ported on the upper ends of the uprights is
a rod 3, which is here shown as round in cross-
section. The rod 3 is removable from the
uprights, and to prevent its rotation the ends
of the rod are made angular to engage in cor-
respondingly - shaped notches in the upper
‘When in position, the
rod 3 may be secured in place by means of
hooks 4, attached to staples on the uprights
and engaging with pins on the ends of the
rod. :
Suspended from and movable longitudi-
nally of the rod 3 are a number of partitions
5. These partitions will have their lower
ends somewhat above the base 1, 80 as to fa-
cilitate the cleaning of said base by means of
a brush or cloth, which may be moved under

the ends of the partition, and also to avoid
undue friction of the partitions. The upper
end of each partition is provided with a semi-
circular notch to engage around the lower
side of the rod 8,and a clamp-plate 6, pivot-
ally connected to the partition, has a semi-
cireular portion designed to engage with the
upper portion of the rod. One end of this
clamp - plate is provided with an opening
through which a lug 7 extends, and a pin 8
ig passed transversely through an opening in
the lug above the plate. The lug 7 is ex:
tended from a plate 9, secured to the par-
tition. The opposite end of the plate 6 is
provided with. an opening through which a
thumb-serew 10 passes.
engages in a tapped hole in a plate 11, secured
to the partition. Obviously upon loosening
the thumb-nut 10 the plate 6 may be loosened
sufficiently to allow the partition to be moved
along the rod 3, and when in the proper posi-
tion by tightening the thumb-nut the parti-
tion will be held rigid. -

In the operation of this device the docu-
ments will be placed between the partitions or
between one of the end partitions and an up-
right, and then the partition must be moved
to force the documents closely together.

In the modification of my invention shown
in Fig. 4, 12 designates a base for the docu-
ments torest upon. This base maybe a fixed
shelf, or it may be portable and have end up-
rights, as shown in the first example of my
improvement. Above the base 12 isa rod 13,
which isrectangularin cross-section and is de-
signed to support the partition or partitions
14." The partition 14 has an angular notch at
its upper endinto whichthe rod 13 passes. The
partition isremovable and movably supported
on the rod.13 by means of a bar 15, movable
across the top end of the partition and en-
gaging upon the upper side of the rod 13.
This bar 15 slides through keepers 16 and 17,
attached to the partition, one forward and
the other rearward of the rod 13. - Whenthe
partition is placed on the rod 13, the bar 15
will be forced into place and a pin 18 will be
passed through a hole in said bar and into a
socket or hole formed on the top of the par-
tition. This bar 15 will preferably be rectan-
gular in cross-section, so that there will be no
difficulty in registering the opening through

This thumb-screw.
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it with the socket in the partition. The front
end of the bar 15 is provided with a suitable
finger-piece 19.

As a means for fastening the partition in
its adjusted position on the rod 13 I employ
a screw-threaded rod 20, having its screw-
threaded portion engaging in a screw-thread-
ed opening through a lug.- 21, secured to the
side of the parfition, and the shank portion
of this serew-threaded rod ismovable through
a lug 22, placed near the front edge of the
partition. By turning this screw-threaded
rod its end may be made to impinge tightly
against the rod 13 and hold the partition as
adjusted. As here shown, the front edge of
the partition at the upper endiscut away, as
at 23, so that the outer ends of the rods 15
and 20 will be at all times within the vertical
plane of the straight front edge of the parti-
tion and therefore will form no obstruction.
The rear edge of the partition at its upper
portion is cut away, as shown at 24, the ob-
jeet being to equialize the weight of the par-
tition as it hangs from the rod 13. It willbe
seen that the rod 13 is located nearer the rear
edge of the partition than the front edge.
On the front edge of the partition at its lower
end a boxing 25 is secured, and pivoted to
swing into and out of this boxing is an arm
26. The arm 26 will be held in its closed po-
sition by means of a spring 27, secured in the
boxing and engaging with its free end against
the pivoted end of thearm. Thearm 26 will
be of sufficient length to reach across the
front edge of the base 12, there being a space
between the lower edge of the partition and
said base. When the partition. is in its ad-
justed position, the arm 26 may be swung
downward and a pin 28 inserted through an
opening in said arm into a socket near the
edge of the base. This arm, however, may be

omitted unless there are heavy doécuments in

the file which would cause considerable pres-
sure against the partition. The arm 26, it is
obvious, may be employed in connection with
the partitions 5.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A document-file, comprising abase, a rod
extended above said base and longitudinally
thereof, a partition supported by the rod and
movable longitudinally thereof, there being
a space between the lower end of said parti-
tion and the base, and means for clamping
and rigidly holding the partition in its ad-
justed position on the rod, substantially as
specified. »

2. A document-file, comprising a base, up-
rights on the ends thereof, a rod removably
connected to said uprights, partitions sup-
ported by and movable longitudinally of said
rods, clamping-plates having swinging con-
nection with the partitions and engaged over
the rod, and thumb-serews passing through
holes in the plates and into screw-threaded
sockets carried by the partitions, substan-
tially as specified.

3. A document-file, comprising a base, a rod
extended above the base and longitudinally
thereof, a partition supported by and movable

-along the rod, means for clamping the parti-

tion in its adjusted position, a boxing on the
front edge of said partition at its lower end,
an arm pivoted in said boxing so as to swing
in and out thereof, and means for fastening
said arm to the base,substantially asspecified.

RICHARD C. DERBY.

Witnesses:
RicHARD DE LOGEROT,
BLANCHE N. DE LOGEROT.
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