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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 419,528, dated January 14, 1890,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, FERGUS KELLY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Birming-
ham, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Cast-Offs for Suspender-
Buckles, of which the following is a specifi-
cation,

My invention relates to that class of de-
vices by which the ends of suspenders are de-
tachably connected to the buckles; and the
purpose thereof is to provide a light, strong,
durable, and convenient cast-off attachment
having an eye orloop to whieh the suspender-
ends are connected and a housing entirely

. inclosing an actuating-spring, by which the

2C

28

30

35

40

45

50

said housing is thrown outward against the
point of the hook to close the same.

It is my purpose, also, to so construet and
combine the parts that the buckle may be
attached to and detached from the cast-off by
the movement of the buckle itself without
fingering the device by which the hook is
closed. .

The invention consists in the several novel
features of construction and new combina-
tions of parts hereinafter set forth and
claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a side elevation showing my in-
vention. Fig. 21is a front elevation of the
same. Fig. 3 is a sectional view. TFig. 4 isa
perspective view of the parts separated.

In the said drawing, thereference-numeral
1 designates a metallic plate of suitable
length and width, having at one end an eye
or loop 2, which receives the suspender-ends,
and at the other end eurved or bent to form
a hook 3.

Upon the sides of the plate 1, near-the eye
or loop 2, are formed lateral extensions or
Ings 4, which are bent at right angles with
the plate and info substantial parallelism
with each other. These lugs form a support
for a pivol-pin 5, upon which is mounted a

housing 6, composed of a metal plate having

twosides 7, bent longitudinally atright angles
with the body of the plate and lying outside
the lugs 4, the pivot-pin passing through
these sides. At its upper end, which lies just
beneath the point of the hook 3, the body of

the plate is slightly prolonged beyond the !

ends of the side pieces 7, and is bent inward
and inclined to lie at an angle with the point
of the hook and form an opening through
which the ring or bar of the buckle may be
forced. At its lower end, also, the body por-
tion of the plate 6 is prolonged and bent in-
ward at an angle to the plate where it lies
between or upon the ends of the side pieces
7, so as to glide or slip over any roughness
which it would be likely to encounter.

Upon the pivot-pin is coiled a spring 9, one
end of which presses against the body of the
plate 1, while the other bears upon the metal
of the hook, thereby throwing the housing
outward to close the latter.

This cast-off is light and strong and éan be
produced at small expense, since the parts
are struck from sheet metal by dies. The
spring is wholly inclosed and concealed and
there are no points or edges to cateh, tear,or
cut theclothing., The suspender-buckle may
be attached and detached by simply press-
ing it between the housing and the point of
the hook, thus avoiding the necessity of a
finger-piece to finger and move the housing
for disengaging the buckle from the cast-off.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— '
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A cast-off for suspender-buckles,  consist-

ing of a platehaving a buckle-retaining hook
at one end and an eye or loop at the oppo-
site end ‘and provided at its edges with side
lugs, a housing comprising side flanges piv-
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oted to the lugs between the hook and eyeor -

loop, and having its upper end bent laterally
inward in a direction away from the in-
side of the free extremity of the buckle-re-
taining hook and adapted to be pressed in-
ward by the downward sliding movement of
the buckle on the outer surface of said in-
wardly-bent end of the housing, and a spring
covered by the housing between the latter
and the plate and actingto pressthe housing
outward against the hook, substantially as
shown and deseribed.
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Intestimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

nature in presence of two witnesses.

FERGUS KELLY.

‘Witnesses:
E.C. DREW,
A. T. TERRELL.




