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FIG.1
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(57) Abstract: The walking assistance device is provided with: a base; a driving unit for moving the base; a distance-detecting unit
for detecting the distance from the base to the user; a safe distance range-setting unit for setting the distance range from the base to
the user during safe walking of the user to be the safe distance range; a walking condition-assessing unit for assessing whether or not
the distance detected by the distance-detecting unit is outside the sate distance range; and a control unit for controlling the driving
unit when the walking condition-assessing unit determines that the distance detected by the distance-detecting unit is outside the safe
distance range. The walking assistance device is provided with a closeness-determining unit for detecting when the distance detected
by the distance-detecting unit is smaller than a specitied distance. When the closeness-determining unit detects that the distance de -
tected by the distance-detecting unit is smaller than the specified distance, the control unit controls the driving unit.
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