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To all, whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, FRANZ XAVER SEIL 

NACHT, of Ebersteinburg, near Baden-Baden, 
in the Grand Duchy of Baden and German 
Empire, have invented a new and useful Im 
proved Fastening Device for Sky or Fan Light 
Windows or the Like, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had therein 
to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to a fastening device 

for sky or fan light windows or the like which 
can be opened and closed by means of a sin 
gle crank-lever. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate the 

invention, Figure 1 showing the fastening de 
vice in its closed position, while Fig.2 shows 
the fastening device in section, the window 
being in the position when just about to fully 
close within its frame as it is raised and just 
before it is latched in position. 
From the platea, which is fixed to the win 

dow-sash, a projection b extends in a slanting 
upward direction, furnished with a protuber 
ance c. A crank-lever is arranged to pivot 
freely in Suitable bearings a? of the plate a. 
Its short arm d bears by means of the pro 
tuberance d' against the platea, owing to an 
overweight, which the other arme of the crank 
lever possesses, being weighted at its end. 
Pivoted to the arm e is a double lever fg, the 
end f of which terminates in a pawl or finger. 
The other end g is weighted, which tends to 
keep the lever in a vertical position. 
The mechanism fixed to the window-frame 

consists of the plate g', to which a frame his 
firmly connected. The sides of the latter 
frame are furnished with notches, in which a 
small axis or pivot i is fixed and forms a full 

The upward os 
cillations of this lever or cam-are limited by 
the part l of the frame hand its downward os 
cillations by the projection k', which comes to 
bear on the part l of the frameh. The cord 
actuating the window-sash is fixed to the arm 
of the crank-lever and passes over the rollers 
in n. The cord may be kept under slight 
pressure from the hand while the sash is be 
ing lowered, and in this case the crank-lever 
will be kept in its upward position, with the 
end of the pawl-lever fabove the end or bear 
ing upon the catch. Then when the sash is 

fully open and the pressure on the cord is re 
lieved the crank-arm simply turns down 
wardly on its pivot and then the pawl-lever 
swings in by its own weight and under the 
hooked end C of the catch to engage there 
with when the crank-lever is raised. 
The fastening device operates as follows: In 

its closed position the elongated cam or lever 
k of the window-frame is placed over the pro 
jection b of the window-sash and the crank 
lever assumes, in consequence of its weight, 
the position shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
in which the arm d bears against the plate C. 
and the double lever f g is suspended verti 
cally upon the arm e of the crank-lever de. 
When the cord is pulled, it causes the crank 
levered to oscillate in the direction of the ar 
row, Fig. 1, and the appendage e' strikes 
against the cam k and pushes it away from 
the projection b of the plate a, so that the fan 
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or skylight can now turn outwardon its pivot, 
as shown by the arrow, Fig. 1, by its own 
weight or by a slight pull of the hand. When 
the sash is thus lowered, it is in an inclined 
position and the projection b comes directly 

... over the pivot of the lever fg, and as this le 
ver remains in a vertical position by reason 
of its weighted lower end the pawl if lodges 
behind the lug c. When the sash is pulled up 
by the cord, the arm e of the crank-lever is 
first raised and the armf of the double lever 
connected thereto bears against the protuber 
ance c of the projection b, whereby the crank 
lever is firmly fixed and the armf drops out 
of the protuberance c only when the sash 
comes into contact with the window-frame, 
and the crank-lever is allowed to drop down 
by releasing the cord. The purpose of the 
pawlf is to limit the upward movement of the 
crank-lever when the window is being closed, 
as in Fig. 2, so that the said lever cannot strike 
the cam k, but will be held back and away 
therefrom, so as to allow the cam to drop freely 
by its own weight over the hook b, and thus 
fasten the window. When the Window is thus 
fastened, the pull on the cord is relieved and 
the crank-lever falls to the position of Fig. 1 
and draws the pawl f from the catch c, and 
the pawl then assumes a vertical position, Fig. 
1, and when the cord is again drawn upon to 
unlock the window the end e' of the crank 
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arm will be free to raise and lift the cam k, 
the pawl f not being in position now to pre 
Vent. Such action. The frame his formed with 
the slots, as described, so that the cam k may 
be adjusted closer to or farther from the frame 
at will, and thus a more or less perfect closing 
can be obtained. 
Instead of using a double lever riding on 

the crank-lever for the purpose of locking the 
latter, a suitable device may be used consist 
ing of a pin jointed to the projection ty. This 
pin bears, when the window is opened, against 
the arm e of the crank-lever and locks the lat 
ter until as the sash approaches the window 
frame the cam k falls over the catch band the 
closing is effected. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is 
1. In combination with the window sash and 

frame, the holding-cam k on the frame, the 
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catch b on the sash, the lever pivoted to the 
Sash and connected to a cord for raising it to 
release the cam k from the catch, and the au 
tomatic means for limiting the upward move 
ment of the lever in closing the window to 
prevent it from engaging and raising the cam, 
Substantially as described. 

2. In combination, the movable sash and the 
frame, the catch b on the sash, and the cam le 
on the frame, and the operating means, the 
Said cam being adjustable toward and from 
the frame, Substantially as described. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand in presence of two witnesses. 

FRANZ XAVER SEILNACHT. 
Witnesses: 

AUGS. ERLE, 
GEORG SCHMIDT, 

Both of Mannheim, Germany. 

25 


