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ELHFHE (B2 L4 0 Portable Electronic Equipment Key )

A portable electronic equipment key is disclosed in which a reader is disposed
within a piece of electronic equipment and a transponder, manifested as either a k¢y fo/l; '255
or a credit card, for example, is brought within the read range of the reader. Atthe @
manufacturing level, the same digital signature is programmed into the memory of both 2

the piece of electronic equipment and the transponder. The reader transmits a challenge

to the transponder, and knowing the challenge sent and having the same digital
signature as the transponder, anticipates the response from the transponder. The
transponder receives the challenge, runs the challenge through the digital signature
stored within, and transmits a response back to the reader. The reader upon receiving

the expected response, sends an enable to turn on the piece of electronic equipment.
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