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(57) ABSTRACT 

A System is provided in which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented on user television equipment 
Such as a Set-top box. The program guide provides an 
operator Showcase in the form of one or more operator 
showcase television listings Screens, each of which contains 
a set of television listings information. The Sets of television 
listings information are generated by querying a database of 
television listings data in a database in the Set-top box. Each 
database query is based on content criteria previously 
Selected by the cable System operator or other Service 
provider. The service provider is also able to define the 
format with which the television listings information is 
displayed in the television listings Screens. A title and logos 
may also be Selected by the Service provider for each Screen. 
The operator Showcase television listings Screens may there 
fore by customized and branded by the service provider. The 
user may access multiple operator Showcase television list 
ings Screens using a centralized operator showcase menu. 
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INTERACTIVE TELEVISION PROGRAM GUIDE 
SYSTEM WITH OPERATOR SHOWCASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. This invention relates to interactive television pro 
gram guide Systems, and more particularly, to program guide 
Systems that allow television Service providerS Such as cable 
operators to provide showcases for various types of program 
offerings. 

0002 Cable, satellite, and broadcast television systems 
provide viewers with a large number of television channels. 
Viewers have traditionally consulted printed television pro 
gram Schedules to determine the programs being broadcast 
at a particular time. More recently, interactive electronic 
television program guides have been developed that allow 
television program information to be displayed on a view 
er's television. 

0.003 Interactive program guides are typically imple 
mented on Set-top boxes. Such program guides allow users 
to View television program listings in different display 
formats. For example, a user may instruct the program guide 
to display a grid of program listings organized in a channel 
ordered or a time-ordered list. Users may also Search and 
Sort program listing by theme (e.g., movies, sports, etc.) or 
by title (i.e., alphabetically). A user may view additional 
information on a program by placing a highlight region on 
a desired program listing and pressing an “info' button. The 
user may purchase a pay program from the program guide by 
placing the highlight region on a program listing and preSS 
ing an “OK” button. 
0004 Although a user is often able to find information on 
a program of interest by Searching for the program with the 
tools available in the program guide (e.g., by Searching for 
listings in a particular category), this process requires that 
the user take an active role in locating the information. If a 
user desires a more passive experience, the user may not 
Venture beyond the display Screens in the program guide that 
present Simple time-ordered lists of program information. AS 
a result, the user may not be made aware of many of the 
cable System operators offerings. 
0005. It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an interactive television program guide that 
enhances the ability of a Service provider to Supply users 
with information on the programming available from the 
Service provider. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0006. This and other objects of the invention are accom 
plished in accordance with the principles of the present 
invention by providing an interactive television program 
guide that allows a Service provider Such as a cable System 
operator, Satellite System operator, or broadcast System 
operator to customize the type of television listings that are 
made available to the user in the form of an operator 
showcase. The operator Showcase may be accessed by the 
user through a menu of television display Screen options 
each of which corresponds to a different operator showcase 
television listings Screen. For example, a television display 
Screen option might be "sports packages” and the corre 
sponding television listings Screen might therefore contain a 
Set of television listings on various available packages of 
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Sports programming that are available for purchase. Because 
the television listings Screens are easily accessible in a 
central location in the program guide menu Structure, the 
operator Showcase provides an attractive way for the Service 
provider to promote programming. 
0007. The service provider may brand the operator show 
case by Selecting a title and logos for each operator Show 
case television listings Screen. In addition, the Set of televi 
Sion listings information that is displayed in a given 
television listings Screen is determined based on content 
criteria that are preselected by the Service provider. The 
program guide uses the content criteria to query a database 
of television listings data periodically provided to the Set-top 
box from a program guide database in a main facility. The 
results of the database query (i.e., the set of television 
listings information that Satisfy the content criteria) are 
displayed in the operator Showcase television listings Screen. 
0008. The service provider may also select the format for 
each operator showcase television listings Screen. For 
example, the Service provider may select the format of a 
time-ordered list, a channel-ordered, list, an alphabetically 
ordered list, or a display format containing a promotional 
Video barker, etc. 
0009. A user may select a given item from the set of 
television listings information. For example, the user may 
position a highlight region on top of a program listing using 
cursor buttons on a remote control. Pressing an “info' button 
on the remote control directs the program guide to display 
additional information on the Selected item. Pressing an 
“order' button directs the program guide to provide the user 
with an opportunity to purchase the Selected item. 

0010 Further features of the invention, its nature and 
various advantages will be more apparent from the accom 
panying drawings and the following detailed description of 
the preferred embodiments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011 FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an interactive 
program guide System in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 

0012 FIG. 2 is a view of a display screen containing an 
illustrative menu for Selecting among various program guide 
options in accordance with the present invention. 
0013 FIG. 3 is a view of a display screen containing an 
illustrative operator Showcase menu in accordance with the 
present invention. 
0014 FIG. 4 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen for displaying pay programs in 
a time-ordered list in accordance with the present invention. 
0.015 FIG. 5 is a view of an illustrative display screen 
containing additional information on a Selected item from a 
Set of television listings information in an operator showcase 
television listings Screen in accordance with the present 
invention. 

0016 FIG. 6 is a view of an illustrative display screen 
used to confirm the purchase of a Selected item from a Set of 
television listings information in an operator Showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 
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0017 FIG. 7 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen for displaying pay programs in 
an alphabetically-ordered list in accordance with the present 
invention. 

0018 FIG. 8 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen for displaying Special events 
in accordance with the present invention. 
0019 FIG. 9 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen for displaying premium chan 
nels in accordance with the present invention. 
0020 FIG. 10 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen for displaying digital music 
channels in accordance with the present invention. 
0021 FIG. 11 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen for displaying packages of 
Sports programming in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 

0022 FIG. 12 is a view of an illustrative operator show 
case television listings Screen in which a promotional video 
barker and a Set of television listings information are Simul 
taneously displayed. 

0023 FIG. 13 is a view of a of an illustrative operator 
showcase television listings Screen showing how a full 
Screen promotional video barker may be provided upon 
Selecting a “view promos' option. 
0024 FIG. 14 is a flow chart of steps involved in defining 
an operator showcase television listings Screen by Selecting 
a title, logos, content criteria, and format. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

0.025. An illustrative program guide system 20 in accor 
dance with the present invention is shown in FIG. 1. Main 
facility 22 provides television program data from program 
guide database 24 to television distribution facility 26 via 
communications link 28. Link 28 may be a satellite link, a 
telephone network link, a cable or fiber optic link, a micro 
wave link, a combination Such links, or any other Suitable 
communications path. If it is desired to transmit video 
Signals (e.g., for promotional videos) over link 28 in addition 
to data Signals, a relatively high bandwidth link Such as a 
Satellite link may generally be preferred to a relatively low 
bandwidth link such as a telephone line. Information from 
television distribution facility 26 may be provided to main 
facility 22 via communications link 29. An illustrative 
communications link 29 is a modem link over a telephone 
network. Television distribution facility 26 may be a cable 
System headend, a broadcast distribution facility, or a Sat 
ellite television distribution facility. Television distribution 
facility 26 is operated by a service provider (e.g., a cable 
System operator, a Satellite television System operator, or a 
broadcast television System operator). 
0026. The program data transmitted by main facility 22 to 
television distribution facility 26 includes television pro 
gram listings data Such as program times, channels, titles, 
descriptions, etc. Transmitted program data also includes 
pay program data Such as pricing information for individual 
programs, Subscription channels, and packages, time win 
dows for ordering programs, channels and packages, tele 
phone numbers for placing orders that cannot be impulse 
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ordered, etc. If desired, Some of this data may be provided 
using data Sources at facilities other than main facility 22. 
For example, data related to pay program order processing 
(e.g., billing data and the like) may be generated by an order 
processing and billing System that is separate from television 
distribution facility 26. 

0027 Television distribution facility 26 distributes the 
program data to multiple users via communications paths 
30. Each user has user television equipment 32. Program 
data may be distributed to user television equipment 32 
periodically (e.g., once each week). Television distribution 
facility 26 may also poll user equipment 32 periodically for 
certain information (e.g., pay program account information 
or information regarding programs that have been purchased 
and viewed using locally-generated authorization tech 
niques). 
0028. User television equipment 32 typically contains 
equipment Such as Set-top box 34, an optional Videocassette 
recorder 36, and television 38. Set-top box 24 may be 
controlled by remote control 40 or other user input interface 
Such as a wireleSS keyboard, mouse, trackball, etc. 
0029 Set-top box 34 contains a microprocessor and other 
circuitry for executing instructions to Support an interactive 
television program guide with pay-per-view Services. The 
program guide may be implemented on Set-top box 34 or 
may be implemented on user television equipment other 
than a Set-top box if desired. For clarity, the present inven 
tion will be illustrated in connection with a set-top box 
implementation. 

0030 Communications paths 30 preferably have suffi 
cient bandwidth to allow television distribution facility 26 to 
distribute Scheduled television programming, pay program 
ming, promotional Videos, and other Video information to 
user equipment 32 in addition to program data. If desired, 
program data may be distributed by one or more distribution 
facilities that are similar to but Separate from television 
distribution facility 26 using communications paths that are 
Separate from communications paths 30. 
0031 Certain functions Such as pay program purchasing 
may require user equipment 32 to transmit data to distribu 
tion facility 26 over communications paths 30. If desired, 
Such data may be transmitted over telephone lines or other 
Separate communications paths (not shown). If functions 
Such as these are provided using facilities Separate from 
television distribution facility 26, some of the communica 
tions with user equipment 32 may be made directly to the 
Separate facilities. 

0032 Multiple television and audio channels (analog, 
digital, or both analog and digital) may be provided to 
set-top box 34 via communications path 30. The television 
channels may include normal television channels, pay pro 
gramming channels, and channels used to transmit promo 
tional Videos. During normal television viewing, the user 
tunes set-top box 34 to a desired one of these channels. The 
Signal for that television channel may be provided at Video 
output 42 as a radio-frequency (RF) Signal on a predefined 
channel (e.g., channel 3 or 4) or as a demodulated video 
Signal. The Video signal at output 42 is received by optional 
Videocassette recorder 36, So that the user may record 
programs. Program recording and other features may be 
controlled by set-top box 34 using control path 44. Audio 
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Signals (e.g., for digital music channels) may be provided to 
audio system 45 via output 47. 

0033 Television 38 may receive RF or demodulated 
video signals from videocassette recorder 36 via path 46. 
The Video Signals on path 46 may either be generated by 
Videocassette recorder 36 when playing back a prerecorded 
Videocassette or may by passed through from Set-top box 34. 
The video signals provided to television 38 may contain 
real-time Video Signals for broadcast television programs, 
pay programs, or promotional VideoS. For example, if Set 
top box 34 is tuned to a particular channel, the Video signals 
for that channel may be provided to television 38. Set-top 
box 34 also displayS Various program guide Screens on 
television 38, which may contain television listings infor 
mation and full-screen or partial-Screen promotional Videos. 

0034) Remote control 40 may have cursor keys, an “enter, 
“select,” or “OK” button, a “guide” button, a “record” 
button, an “info' button, and various other control buttons. 
When the user presses the “guide” button, set-top box 34 
invokes the interactive program guide and displays an 
appropriate Screen of programming listings on television 38. 
0.035 A typical program guide display is a grid or other 
Suitable table or list of television program listings. Rows of 
listings may be associated with different television channels 
and columns may be associated with different Scheduled 
broadcast times for the programs (e.g., 9:00 PM, 9:30 PM, 
and 10:00 PM). 
0036 Grids or tables of program listings and other pro 
gram guide Services may be accessed using any Suitable 
technique. For example, Set-top box 34 may provide a menu 
on television 38 Such as menu 48 shown in FIG. 2. In menus 
such as menu 48 of FIG. 2 and other program guide display 
Screens, a highlight region Such as highlight region 50 may 
be used to define the current position of the user. The user 
may position highlight region 50 using the cursors on remote 
control 40 (FIG. 1) and may make menu selections by 
pressing the “OK” button or a similar button. With menu 48, 
a user can Select from the menu options “program listings' 
to view television program listings information, “messages' 
to View messages from the cable System operator, “favor 
ites' to enter a Set-up routine related to user preferences, and 
“operator showcase” (this label is configurable by the opera 
tor) to view customized display Screens containing televi 
Sion program listings and promotional Videos. 

0037) If desired, the functions of the dedicated “OK, 
"guide,”“record,” and “info' buttons and various other 
control buttons on remote control 40 may be provided in the 
form of Suitable menu options that the user may Select using 
the cursor keys and a button Such as the “OK” button. In 
addition, other dedicated buttons may be provided on remote 
control 40 if desired. 

0.038. When a user selects the option “operator show 
case” from menu 48 of FIG. 2, a menu such as operator 
showcase menu 52 of FIG. 3 may be displayed. If desired, 
operator showcase menu 52 may be integrated into menu 48 
so that no user selection from menu 48 is required to view 
menu 52. Operator showcase menu 52 provides the user with 
an opportunity to Select one of a number of television 
display Screen options 54 using highlight 56. Each television 
display Screen option 54 is associated with a customized 
operator Showcase television listings Screen. The display 
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screen options 54 shown in FIG. 3 are illustrative only. Any 
Suitable type of television display Screen options may be 
provided. Display Screen options 54 may be configured by 
the operator as desired. 
0039 Because the operator showcase television listings 
Screens may all be accessed through the “operator Show 
case' option in menu 48, the operator Showcase television 
listings Screens provide a centralized location in the program 
guide menu structure in which the user may obtain a large 
amount of information about the Service provider's pro 
gramming (particularly pay programming). 

0040. If the user selects the display screen option 54 
entitled “PPV listings (by time),” the program guide displays 
a time-ordered list of pay-per-view television programs, as 
shown in operator Showcase television listings Screen 58 of 
FIG. 4. Television listings screen 58 and the other television 
listings Screens associated with the operator Showcase tele 
vision display screen options 54 may each be provided with 
logos 60 and a title 62 selected by the service provider. 
Logos allow the Service provider to brand the television 
listings screens. Titles allow the service provider to label the 
television listings Screens. 
0041. The user may select a pay program from the 
displayed list of pay programs in television listings Screen 
58 using highlight region 64. Once highlight region 64 has 
been placed on a given program listing (e.g., using cursor 
keys), pressing the “info' button directs the program guide 
to display additional information on the Selected program. 
The additional information may be displayed using infor 
mation display screen 66 of FIG. 5. Information display 
Screen may contain any Suitable information on the Selected 
listing, Such as a program title, program description, ratings 
information, reviews, etc. Pressing the “info' button when 
the highlighted item is a Subscription channel or a package 
of pay programs or channels directs the program guide to 
display an information Screen that contains additional infor 
mation on that channel or package. 
0042. If the user presses the “OK” button after highlight 
ing a program on television listings screen 58 of FIG. 4, the 
program guide may display one or more menus that provide 
the user with an opportunity to confirm the purchase of the 
Selected program. Typically, Such menus contain the chan 
nel, Scheduled broadcast date and time, and price for the 
Selected program. These menus provide the user with an 
opportunity to enter a personal identification number (PIN) 
or other account information and typically provide the user 
with another opportunity to press “OK” to confirm purchase 
of the program. One Such illustrative order confirmation 
menu is shown in FIG. 6, but any other suitable menu or 
menus may be used to confirm the user's purchases if 
desired. 

0043 Another type of operator showcase television list 
ings screen that may be provided is shown in FIG. 7. 
Television listings screen 68 of FIG. 7 contains an alpha 
betically-ordered list of pay programs. Television listings 
Screen 68 may be accessed by the user by Selecting the 
television display screen option 54 entitled “PPV listings (by 
title)” of FIG. 3. 
0044) If the user selects the television display screen 
option 54 entitled “special events, the program guide may 
display Special events operator Showcase television listings 
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screen 70 of FIG.8. The title “special events” is displayed 
in title block 72 and logos are displayed in logo regions 74. 
The listed Special events typically include pay events Such as 
Special Sporting events, important boxing matches, wrestling 
matches, playoffs, championship games, concerts, awards 
programs, Special interest programs, etc. Information on the 
time, date, and channel of the listed events may also be 
provided. The user may view additional information on the 
items listed in a television listings Screen using cursors or 
other Suitable arrangement to Scroll to an item that is lower 
in the list. 

0.045 An operator showcase television listings screen 76 
that is Suitable for promoting Subscription television chan 
nels is shown in FIG. 9. The program guide displays 
television listings screen 76 when the user selects the 
television display screen option 54 in FIG. 3 entitled “pre 
mium channels.” Television listings screen 76 includes a list 
78 of various television channels to which the user may 
Subscribe (e.g., on a monthly basis). The user can Select a 
given channel using highlight region 80. Pressing the “info” 
button directs the program guide to display additional infor 
mation on the selected channel. Pressing the “OK” button 
causes the program guide to display various order menus So 
that the user may confirm the purchase of a Subscription to 
the Selected channel. 

0046) Another television display screen option 54 in 
FIG. 3 that may be selected is the option entitled “digital 
music.” If the user Selects the digital music option, a display 
Screen Such as operator Showcase television listings Screen 
82 of FIG. 10 may be displayed on television 38. The user 
may Select a given music channel using highlight region 84. 
The user may view additional information on the selected 
channel by pressing the “info' key. A Subscription to the 
selected channel may be purchased by pressing the “OK” 
button and confirming purchase of the channel. After the 
user has purchased the desired music channel, Set-top box 34 
provides music that is played on audio System 45. 

0047. Sometimes programs or channels are made avail 
able to the user as part of a package. Various package types 
may be Supported by the program guide. For example, pay 
programming may be provided in a "time block package 
that allows a user to purchase a block of time on a particular 
channel, a "pay-per-day package that includes multiple 
consecutive airings of a Single program, a “special events' 
package that includes multiple components of Special pro 
gramming events, a "Season ticket' package that includes all 
Sports programs of a specific league or team for the duration 
of the Sports Season, a “premium multiplex’ package that 
includes authorization for more than one premium Subscrip 
tion channel, an “a la carte' package that may includes 
authorization for a selectable Subset of a number of Sub 
Scription channels, etc. 

0.048 When the user selects the television display screen 
option 54 of FIG.3 entitled “sports packages,” the user may 
be presented with operator showcase television listings 
screen 84 of FIG. 11. Television listings screen 84 may 
contain a list of dates and package titles for various Sports 
packages that are available from the Service provider. A user 
may select a desired package using highlight region 86. 
Pressing the “info' button directs the program guide to 
provide additional information on the Selected package. 
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Pressing the “OK” button directs the program guide to 
display ordering menus So that the user may purchase the 
package. 
0049. The television listings screens of FIGS. 4-11 are 
illustrative only. The actual Screens used will depend upon 
the configuration options Selected by the operator. 
0050. If desired, video may be displayed in an operator 
showcase television listings Screen. For example, a promo 
tional video barker 88 may be provided in an operator 
showcase television listings screen 90, as shown in FIG. 12. 
Television listings information 92 may be simultaneously 
displayed. Television listings information 92 may be pro 
gram listings, Subscription channel listings or listings for 
packages of programs or channels. The content of promo 
tional video barker 88 is typically related in some way to the 
content of television listings information 92. For example, if 
television listings information contains a list of Subscription 
channels that are available, promotional video barker 88 
may contain promotional Video clips of movies that are 
Scheduled to be broadcast on those channels in the next 
month. 

0051. The service provider may configure the size of 
promotional video barker 88. For example, a quarter-Screen 
promotional video barker 94 may be used in place of 
half-screen promotional video barker 88 if desired. A full 
Screen promotional Video barker may be provided using the 
arrangement shown in FIG. 13. Initially, television listings 
screen 96 of FIG. 13 contains television listings information 
98 and “view promos' option 100. Television listings infor 
mation 98 may contain program listings, listings of Sub 
Scription channels, or listings of packages of programs or 
channels. When the viewer selects “view promos' option 
100 (or presses “OK” in response to a suitable prompt), the 
program guide displays full-screen promotional Video 
barker 102 in place of television listings information 98 and 
“view promos' option 100. 
0052 The title, logos, content, and format of the operator 
showcase television listings Screens may be customized by 
each Service provider to accommodate the promotional 
needs of that Service providers. The content of the listings in 
a given operator showcase television listings Screen may be 
determined based on content criteria that have been Selected 
by the Service provider. The program guide maintains a 
database of current television listings data in memory in 
set-top box 34. When the user selects a television display 
Screen option, the program guide uses the content criteria in 
a database query to generate a set of television listings 
information for the corresponding television listings Screen. 
0053 For example, when the user selects a television 
display Screen option entitled “Sports packages, the pro 
gram guide queries the database for all listings meeting the 
content criteria "Sports' and “packages.” Illustrative content 
criteria include children's programming, Sporting events, 
instructional programming, pay-per-View programming, 
packages, channels, programs, premium programming, pro 
gramming on a la carte channels, movies, documentaries, 
Special events, or programming airing on a specified list of 
channels, etc. On a Screen that lists channels, the operator 
may choose to show premium channels, a la carte channels, 
basic channels, Video channels, audio channels, a Specified 
list of channels, etc. These content criteria are illustrative 
only. Any other Suitable content criteria may be used if 
desired. 
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0.054 The listings satisfying the content criteria selected 
by the Service provider may be displayed in an operator 
showcase television listings Screen according to a prese 
lected format. For example, the television listings Screens 
for Sports packages may contain listings for Sports packages 
in a time-ordered list without an accompanying promotional 
video barker. Illustrative listings formats include by-time 
ordering, by-channel ordering, alphabetical ordering, list 
ings with and without accompanying promotional video 
barkers, listings with different sizes of promotional Video 
barkers, listings Screens with and without logos, titles, etc. 
Any other Suitable listings formats may be used if desired. 
0.055 Steps involved in customizing the operator show 
case television listings Screens are shown in FIG. 14. At Step 
106, the service provider selects various titles and logos to 
be used to brand the television listings Screens. The Service 
provider also Selects the content criteria that are to be used 
to query the Set-top box database when generating the Sets 
of television listings information that will appear in the 
television listings Screens. In addition, the Service provider 
Selects the formats to be used to display the various listings. 
0056. At step 106, the title, logos, content criteria, and 
display formats that were Selected by the Service provider 
for the operator Showcase television listings Screens are 
provided to set-top box 34 in user television equipment 32. 
The selections of the service provider may be provided to 
Set-top box 34 using any Suitable technique. For example, 
the selections of the service provider may be provided to 
main facility 22 on a diskette and incorporated into program 
guide database 24. Main facility 22 may then transmit the 
Selections from program guide database 24 to television 
distribution facility 26, which may distribute the selections 
to various set-top boxes 34. Alternatively, the selections of 
the service provider may be provided directly to television 
distribution facility 26, from which they may be distributed 
to Set-top boxes 34. These approaches are illustrative only 
and any other Suitable technique for providing the Selections 
of the Service provider to the user television equipment may 
be used if desired. 

0057 When a user selects a given television display 
Screen option, a corresponding operator Showcase television 
listings Screen is generated at Step 108 based on the title, 
logos, content criteria, and listings format provided to Set 
top box 34 in step 106. The set of television listings 
information in the television listings Screen is generated at 
step 108 using the content criteria selected by the service 
provider to perform a database query on the database of 
television listings data Stored in Set-top box 34. 
0.058. The foregoing is merely illustrative of the prin 
ciples of this invention and various modifications can be 
made by those skilled in the art without departing from the 
Scope and Spirit of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A System for providing an interactive television pro 
gram guide on user television equipment that contains a 
database of television listings data, the program guide dis 
playing at least one operator showcase television listings 
Screen on the user television equipment based on content 
criteria Selected by a Service provider, comprising: 
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means for providing the content criteria Selected by the 
Service provider to the user equipment without inter 
vention by the user; 

means for generating a set of television listings informa 
tion for the operator Showcase television listings Screen 
from the television listings data in the database based 
on the content criteria provided to the user equipment; 
and 

means for displaying the Set of television listings infor 
mation in the operator Showcase television listings 
Screen on the user equipment. 

2. The system defined in claim 1 wherein the service 
provider Selects the format for the operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen, the System further comprising: 

means for providing the format Selected by the Service 
provider to the user equipment without intervention by 
the user; and 

means for displaying the Set of television listings infor 
mation in the operator Showcase television listings 
Screen according to the format provided to the user 
equipment. 

3. The system defined in claim 1 wherein the service 
provider Selects the title for the operator Showcase television 
listings Screen, the System further comprising: 

means for providing the title Selected by the Service 
provider to the user equipment without intervention by 
the user; and 

means for displaying the Set of television listings infor 
mation in the operator Showcase television listings 
Screen with the title provided to the user equipment. 

4. The system defined in claim 1 wherein the service 
provider Selects a logo for the operator Showcase television 
listings Screen, the System further comprising: 

means for providing the logo Selected by the Service 
provider to the user equipment without intervention by 
the user; and 

means for displaying the Set of television listings infor 
mation in the operator Showcase television listings 
Screen with the logo provided to the user equipment. 

5. The system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for generating and displaying multiple operator 
showcase television listings Screens. 

6. The System defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for displaying an operator showcase menu containing 
a plurality of television display Screen options each associ 
ated with a respective operator Showcase television listings 
SCCC. 

7. The system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for displaying a promotional Video barker in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen. 

8. The system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for Simultaneously displaying the Set of television 
listings information and a promotional Video barker in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen. 

9. The system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for displaying a plurality of operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screens, each of which contains television 
listings information, a title, a logo, and a promotional video 
barker. 
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10. The system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for providing the user with an opportunity to Select an 
item in the displayed Set of television listings information. 

11. The system defined in claim 1 further comprising: 
means for providing the user with an opportunity to Select 

an item in the displayed Set of television listings 
information; and 

means for providing the user with an opportunity to 
display additional information on the Selected item. 

12. The System defined in claim 1 further comprising: 
means for providing the user with an opportunity to Select 

an item in the displayed Set of television listings 
information; and 

means for providing the user with an opportunity to 
purchases the Selected item. 

13. The system defined in claim 1 wherein one of the 
content criteria is pay programing. 

14. The system defined in claim 1 wherein one of the 
content criteria is packages. 

15. The system defined in claim 1 wherein one of the 
content criteria is channels. 

16. The system defined in claim 1 wherein one of the 
content criteria is programs. 

17. The system defined in claim 1 wherein one of the 
content criteria is Sports programming. 

18. The system defined in claim 1 wherein the service 
provider Selects the format for the operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen, the System further comprising: 

means for providing the format Selected by the Service 
provider to the user equipment without intervention by 
the user; and 

means for displaying the Set of television listings infor 
mation in the operator Showcase television listings 
Screen according to the format provided to the user 
equipment, wherein the format includes a time-ordered 
program list. 

19. The system defined in claim 1 wherein the service 
provider Selects the format for the operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen, the System further comprising: 

means for providing the format Selected by the Service 
provider to the user equipment without intervention by 
the user; and 

means for displaying the Set of television listings infor 
mation in the operator Showcase television listings 
Screen according to the format provided to the user 
equipment, wherein the format includes an alphabeti 
cally-ordered program list. 

20. A method for providing an interactive television 
program guide on user television equipment that contains a 
database of television listings data, the program guide dis 
playing at least one operator showcase television listings 
Screen on the user television equipment based on content 
criteria Selected by a Service provider, comprising the Steps 
of: 

providing the content criteria Selected by the Service 
provider to the user equipment without intervention by 
the user; 

generating a Set of television listings information for the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen from the 
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television listings data in the database based on the 
content criteria provided to the user equipment; and 

displaying the Set of television listings information in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen on the user 
equipment. 

21. The method defined in claim 20 wherein the service 
provider Selects the format for the operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen, the method further comprising the 
Steps of 

providing the format Selected by the Service provider to 
the user equipment without intervention by the user; 
and 

displaying the Set of television listings information in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen according 
to the format provided to the user equipment. 

22. The method defined in claim 20 wherein the service 
provider Selects the title for the operator Showcase television 
listings Screen, the method further comprising the Steps of: 

providing the title selected by the service provider to the 
user equipment without intervention by the user; and 

displaying the Set of television listings information in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen with the 
title provided to the user equipment. 

23. The method defined in claim 20 wherein the service 
provider Selects a logo for the operator Showcase television 
listings Screen, the method further comprising the Steps of: 

providing the logo Selected by the Service provider to the 
user equipment without intervention by the user; and 

displaying the Set of television listings information in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen with the 
logo provided to the user equipment. 

24. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Step of generating and displaying multiple operator Show 
case television listings Screens. 

25. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Step of displaying an operator Showcase menu containing a 
plurality of television display Screen options each asSociated 
with a respective operator Showcase television listings 
SCCC. 

26. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Step of displaying a promotional Video barker in the operator 
showcase television listings Screen. 

27. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Step of Simultaneously displaying the Set of television list 
ings information and a promotional video barker in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen. 

28. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Step of displaying a plurality of operator Showcase television 
listings Screens, each of which contains television listings 
information, a title, a logo, and a promotional Video barker. 

29. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Step of providing the user with an opportunity to Select an 
item in the displayed Set of television listings information. 

30. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Steps of 

providing the user with an opportunity to highlight a 
Selected item in the displayed set of television listings 
information; and 

providing the user with an opportunity to display addi 
tional information on the Selected item. 
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31. The method defined in claim 20 further comprising the 
Steps of: 

providing the user with an opportunity to highlight a 
Selected item in the displayed Set of television listings 
information; and 

providing the user with an opportunity to purchases the 
Selected item. 

32. The method defined in claim 20 wherein one of the 
content criteria is pay programing. 

33. The method defined in claim 20 wherein one of the 
content criteria is packages. 

34. The method defined in claim 20 wherein one of the 
content criteria is channels. 

35. The method defined in claim 20 wherein one of the 
content criteria is programs. 

36. The method defined in claim 20 wherein one of the 
content criteria is Sports programming. 

37. The method defined in claim 20 wherein the service 
provider Selects the format for the operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen, the method further comprising the 
Steps of: 
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providing the format Selected by the Service provider to 
the user equipment without intervention by the user; 
and 

displaying the Set of television listings information in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen according 
to the format provided to the user equipment, wherein 
the format includes a time-ordered program list. 

38. The method defined in claim 20 wherein the service 
provider Selects the format for the operator showcase tele 
Vision listings Screen, the method further comprising the 
Steps of 

providing the format Selected by the Service provider to 
the user equipment without intervention by the user; 
and 

displaying the Set of television listings information in the 
operator Showcase television listings Screen according 
to the format provided to the user equipment, wherein 
the format includes an alphabetically-ordered program 
list. 


