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ABSTRACT: A store counter partition for dividing a counter-
top into a plurality of bins having a pair of tabs extending in-
wardly in the longitudinal direction on each end of the parti-
tion. The tabs are offset from each other vertically and are
spaced to preclude lateral movement of the tines of a resilient,
removable clip which grips the end of the partition and is pro-
vided with a recess at its lower extremity to engage the coun-

tertop.




PATENTEDfEB 28n 3.559.815
B  SHEET 1 0F 2

8% $
¥
N
\
XS & N
N
N
N
N
N
N
§
N
§
N
\
N
L \
N
= N
- R
N
oLR
\
1R
- N
\
N
N
N
N
§
N
N
§
N
N
\
N
N
N
N
§
N
N
N
~ N
&33\,”
©!
7 L VAR
1 737‘;!
3 o
g I
N &

INVENTOR
CHHELES P Huoou-:s*rot\:

ATTOENﬂl/ds



 PATENTED 68 211

SHEET 2 OF 2

32

35598

3

%6
96

=== ——————

’
ht

T -

15

3:1.'7-

Lo i |
9% § 8 F J
M .11"\_: it ,I'J\g
S l
‘g 8o
8% 13 |
S i
E B i l:"l,lll'llgj o
3 INVENTOR

CharLes P HubbLesTton

a2y

s fest-



3,559,815

1
STORE COUNTER PARTITION AND CLIP THEREFOR

The invention is directed toward providing a removable par-
tition and clip therefor. In particular, the invention is directed
toward a novel clip construction wherein the clips may be
readily affixed to and removed from the partition and wherein
slotted elements may be attached to the clips to support a rim
or divider. The slotted elements may be shaped for runthrough
or tight or left terminations.

In most prior art partitions, it is not readily possible to at-
tach the clips to and remove them from the longitudinal parti-
tion element. The clips are gencrally permanently affixed to
the base or to the longitudinal element so that in one case, the
bin sizes are fixed by the location of the clips and, in the other
case, it is necessary to keep extra longitudinal elements on
hand if one wishes to change the bin sizes and/or configura-
tions.

It is an important object of the invention to provide a lon-
gitudinal partition element for a countertop which is easy to
install and remove. :

It is a further object of the invention to provide a clip for the
longitudinal element which is formed of resilient material and
which may be easily attached to and removed from the lon-
gitudinal partition element.

It is a still further object of the invention to provide such a
clip with various slotted elements so that the clip may also be
used to support walls or rims. These slotted elements may be
of the runthrough type or end terminations.

These and other objects, features, advantages and uses will
be apparent during the course of the following description
when considered in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

Broadly, the invention is directed toward a partition which
is held in place on a flat base by a pair of clips, one at each end
of the partition. The clips are formed of a resilient material
and are of a generally inverted U shape. The clips may be
readily removed from the partition so that clips having special-
ized slotted elements may be substituted for each other and
for clips without slotted elements. All of the clips of the inven-
tion are provided with a recess to engage the edge of the flat
base (countertop). The clips have a pair of tines forming one
leg of the U. The tines cooperate to engage the partition and
hold the clip in place on the partition. Since the recess engages
the edge of the flat base, the partitions may be placed
anywhere on the base without using any screws or other ele-
ments which may mar the surface or edge of the base.
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In the accompanying drawings, forming a part of this appli- v

cation, and in which like numerals designate like parts
throughout the same:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a countertop showing the
partitions ard clips of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view showing a partition of the
invention being installed on the flat base;

FIG. 3 is an end elevational view, viewed in the direction of
arrow 3 of FIG. 4;

FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 are views showing stages in the installation
of a clip of the invention on the end of a partition; and

FIG. 7 is a bottom plan view, viewed in the direction of
arrow 7 of FIG. 6.

In the drawings, wherein, for the purpose of illustration, are
shown preferred embodiments of the invention, the numeral
10 designates a counter which utilizes partitions and clips of
the invention. Counter 10 comprises flat upper base 12, the
countertop, and longitudinal partitions 14 which are affixed to
flat base 12 by means of clips 16, 18, 20 or 22 and wall or rim
15.

Clip 16 is formed of resitient material such as thin steel and
is generally shaped like an inverted U. One leg of the U is
made up of a pair of tines 24 and the other leg of the U is a
substantially flat surface 25. A recess 26 is provided at the end
of leg 25 to engage the edge of flat base 12. Clips 18, 20 and
22 are similar to clip 16 except that each of them is provided
with a slotted element to hold wall 15 in position. As seen in
FIG. 1, slotted element 19 of clip 18 is a left end termination,
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2

slotted element 21 of clip 20 is a runthrough guide and slotted
element 23 of clip 22 is a right end termination.

FIG. 2 is an illustration showing the method of installing a
partition 14 on flat upper base 12. First, one clip is affixed to
the basc by engaging the edge of the base in recess 26, as
shown in the left side of the FIG. Then, the other end of parti-
tion 14 is moved toward base 12 in the direction of the arrow
at the right of the FIG. until the edge of base 12 is engaged in
recess 26 of the right clip 16. A clip 18, 20 or 22 may be sub-
stituted for either or both of the clips 16.

FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 illustrate the method which a clip 16 is in-
stalled on the end of a partition 14. The tines 24 are slipped
over upstanding rib 35 so that the rib fits in the opening
between the tines. Clip 16 is then pushed down so that tines 24
are between tabs 32 and the bent portions 28 are below the
bottom of the chamfered edge 36. The tines 24 arc precluded
from lateral motion by tabs 32 and from vertical motion by the
interaction of bent portions 28 and chamfer edge 36 as well as
the fit of the curved portions 27 and 34. Leg 25 of clip 16 fits
against lateral portion 30 of partition 14. Once the clips on
both ends of the partition are in position, the partition may be
installed as described heretofore.

Clips 18, 20 and 22 are installed on partitions 14 in the same
manner as has been described just above.

While the foregoing description and the claims are directed
toward utilizing the invention on the flat upper base of a
counter (the countertop), it should be understood that the
clips and partitions of the invention may be used in conjunc-
tion with a flat surface of any material.

Even though particular embodiments of the invention have
been shown and described, it is apparent to those skilled in the
art that modifications are possible without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A store counter partition for dividing a counter having a
flat upper base into a plurality of bins comprising:

a longitudinal element whose length is approximately the

same as one dimension of the flat base being divided into
a plurality of bins;

a flat lateral portion at one end of the longitudinal element
adjacent the lower edge of the longitudinal element;

an upstanding rib above the flat lateral portion;

a pair of tabs affixed to the flat lateral portion projecting in-
wardly in the direction of the major portion of the lon-
gitudinal element;

a resilient removable clip of a generally inverted U-shape
comprising:

a pair of tines formed to fit over the upstanding rib form-
ing one leg of the inverted U;

a recess at the other end of the inverted U to engage the
edge of the flat base; and

means at the ends of the tines for locking the clip in posi-
tion on the end of the longitudinal element.

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein the means for locking
the clip in position comprises a bent portion at the end of each
of the tines and a notch in the longitudinal element to receive
the bent portions.

3. The invention of claim 1 including a slotted member af-
fixed to the clip above the recess to receive a flat vertical
member and hold the same in position with respect to the lon-
gitudinal element and the flat base.

4. The invention of claim 3 wherein the slotted member is
open at its top and two of its sides.

5. The invention of claim 3 wherein the slotted member is
open at its top and one of its sides.

6. A clip for removably engaging the end of a longitudinal
partition element and a flat base to divide the flat base into a
plurality of bins comprising:

a generally U-shaped element of resilient material,

a pair of tines forming one leg of the U;

a recess at the other end of the U for engaging the edge of

the flat base; and

means at the ends of tines for locking the clip in position on
the longitudinal partition.
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7. The invention of claim 6 including a slotted member af-
fixed to the clip above the recess for engaging the edge of the
flat base.

8. The invention of claim 7 wherein the slotted member is
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open at the top end and two of its sides.
9. The invention of claim 7 wherein the slotted member is
open at its top and onc of its sides.
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

Patent No. 3,559,815 Dated___ February 2, 1971

Inventor(s) Charles P. Huddleston

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent
and that said Letters Patent are hereby corrected as shown below:

Claim 6, 1line 8, insert -- the -- before "tines"
Claim 8, line 2, cancel "end"

Signed and sealed this 19th day of September 1972.

(SEAL)

Attest:

EDWARD M.FLETCHER,JR. ROBERT GOTTSCHALK
Attesting Officer Commissioner of Paten
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