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To all whom it may conecern:

Be it knownthat I, Fraxk B. McMURRAY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pid-
cock, in the county of Brooks and State of
Georgia, have invented a new and useful Fold-
ing Wagon-Body, of which the followingisa
specification. : o

My invention relates to wagon-bodies, and
has for its objects to produce a comparatively
simple inexpensive device of this character
which may be readily folded for transporta-
tion or storage when not in use and one in
which the parts will be securely locked in their
folded positions. _

To these ends the invention comprises the
novel features of construction and combina-
tion of partsmore fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is
a perspective view of a wagon-body made in
accordance with my invention and illustrating
the same unfolded ready for use. Fig. 2isa
similar view showing the devicefolded. Figs.
3 and 4 are transverse sections through the
body in its open and folded positions, respec-
tively. :

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
vehicle-body,; comprising a bottom 2, sides 3,
and ends 4. These parts, except as herein-

after described, may be of the usual or any.

preferred construction and material. )
Disposed adjacent to the ends of the bottom
2 and projecting vertically upward therefrom
are primary engaging members or brackets 5,
preferably formed by bending upward the
outer ends of metal straps 6, extending trans-
versely of and bolted or riveted tothe bottom
for strengthening the same, while adjacent to
the longitudinal center of the bottom there are
disposed two pairs of secondary upwardly-
projecting engaging members or- brackets 7,

- formed at the ends of metal straps 8, extend-
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ing transversely of and riveted or bolted to
the wagon-body for the purpose just ex-
plained, these straps 8 being also bent to form
laterally - projecting seats 9 for sustaining
chafe-irons or members 10, all of the brackets
being perforated adjacent to their upper ends
to register with perforations in the sides 3
when the latter are in unfolded position.

The sides 8 are pivotally connected with the

bottom 2, preferably by means of strap-hinges
11, while the ends 4 are each composed of a
pair of sections disposed end to end and having
their outer ends similarly connected, respec-
tively, with the adjacent ends of the sides 3 by
means of hinges 12, whereby when the parts
areunfolded the endswill extend transversely
of and lie between the sides to maintain the
same in unfolded position, said sides being
provided on their inner faces adjacent to their
ends with braces or cleats 18, against which
the inner faces of the ends bear.

When in normal unfolded position, as seen
in Fig. 1, the sides 8, which are temporarily
secured to the secondary brackets by means
of bolts or the like 14, are prevented from
spreading under the influence of internal pres-
sure by means of tie-rods or members 15, re-
movably extended through the primary brack-
ats 5 and sides of the body transversely of the
latter and in engagement with suitable en-
gaging devices or hooks 16, disposed upon
the inner face of each end-gate 4 adjacent to
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the meeting ends of its sections, whereby the -

latter are locked in operative position, and the
ends are likewise prevented from spreading
throughinternal pressure. Thedevices16may
be turned from engagement with the rod when
it is desired to swing the gates open without
withdrawing the rods. Supposing the parts
to be in the position illustrated in Fig. 1 and
that it is desired to fold the body for trans-
portation or storage, the. tie-rods 15 are re-
moved and the bolts 14 disengaged from the
members 7. The sections of the ends may
then be swung outward on their pivots from
between the sides and the latter folded down-
ward against the upper face of the bottom,
the said end sections being then in turn folded
downward upon the outer faces of the sides

to which they are pivoted. The parts being

in this position, the rods 15 areagain inserted
through the engaging members 5 above the
ends 4, thereby securely locking the parts of
the body in folded position.

_ From the foregoing it will be seen that I
produce a simple inexpensive device which is
admirably adapted for the attainment of the
ends in view.

It is to be understood .that Ido not limit
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myself to the precise details herein set forth,
inasmuch as minor changes may be made with-

outdeparting from the spirit of the invention."

Having thus described my invention, what T
claim is—

1. In a vehicle-body, the combination with
a bottom, of sides pivoted to fold downward
thereon, ends pivoted to fold each upon one
of the sides, primary engaging members as-
sociated with the bottom and removable tie-
rods engaging the members for bracing the
sidesin unfolded position or securing the parts
in folded position.

2. In a vehicle-body, the combination with
a bottom, of sides pivoted to fold downward
thereon, ends pivoted to fold each upon one
of the sides, primary engaging members as-
sociated with the bottom, removable tie-rods
engaging the members for bracing the sides
in unfolded position or securing the parts in
folded position, secondary engaging members
associated with the bottom, and means for de-
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tachably connecting the sides with the sec-
ondary members.

3. In a vehicle-body, the combination with
a bottom, of sides pivoted to fold downward
thereon, ends pivoted to fold each upon one
of the sides, straps extending transversely of
and attached to the bottom, the ends of said
straps being bent upwardly to produce re-
spectively primary and secondary engaging
members, tie-rods removably engaging the
primary members and adapted to brace the
sides in open or lock the parts in folded posi-
tion, and bolts detachably securing the sides
to the secondary members. ’ '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

F. B. McMURRAY.

‘Witnesses:
J. A. Horn,
Jas. M. JonEs.
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