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961,851,

. _'To ol twhom, it may.coneern:

UNITE) STATES PATENT @FFICE

JAMES J FITZSIMMONS OF GHICAGO ILLINOIS

BA.SE—BALL GAME DEVICE

Be it known that 1, Jamms J; FITZSIMMONS,

© ‘a citizen of the United States, and ‘a resi-

10

- 15
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nomically-made and of sightly appearance..
- " A further object of the invention is to ob-.
tain a devicé whereof some of: the mechan-

25

dent of the city of Chicago, in the county of |
7 5 Cpok and State .of Ilhn01s, have, invented
*". certain'new and useful Tmprovements in‘a']
which the fol--
: -Idwmg, when ‘taken in connectlon with the
" drawings accompanying and forming a part
hereof, is-a. full and, camplete description,
sufﬁment ‘to enable” those skilled in the art’
“to' which 'it pértains ‘to" understand make,

Base-Ball:Game Devme,

and "use-the same.
‘The invention yelates to a dev1ce Whereby
a game, entltled ‘base ball, may be played. ..

.The object of this’ 1nvent10n is to obtaln'
- a device by means of which a game may be | ;
: played in mitation of the game 0f basé ball.

A further object,of the invention is to ob-

taln 4 “device whereof the. mechanism  re--

qulred to “effect the results sought' will be
simple, not liable to' get- out- of Order, éco-

ism is adjustable, so that a variation in: the

- results of the play may be secured. .

‘30

85

. 40

“In the drawings referred to Flgure 1 is .
-2 top. plan view of a device’ embodying the
invention, showmg dertain' runways form- |
‘ing elements in"the device by broken lines.

Fig. 2, is g vertical sectional view ‘of & por-

" tion of the device, showing the figures repre-
-senting the pitcher and the batter of the

device, and .the mechanism actuating the
same. - Fig.

in the position illustrated in Fig. 2, with the

front of the upper portion of said figure |

" removéd to expose mechanism therein to

- 45

" 50

5%

view, and showing a portion of the base and

‘main. actuating shift of the device. Fig. 5
is a front elevation of the figure represent-
. ing the batter, in the position in which said ‘|
,ﬁ re is shown in Fig. 2, showing a portion

the base and main- shaft of the device.
F1 6 is 'a side.elevation of the upper por-
tlon of the figure representing the pitcher
of -the device, with -the movable pltchmc

arm of the figure in substantially the -post- | .

tion said arm moves ta. at the instant the ball

o demﬁned to. be thrown thereby leaves‘ the

pitcher’s hand.

. Speciﬁcatmn of Letters Patent
Apphcatmn ﬁled May 17 1908. - Senal No. 496, 633

-.i.prov1ded with two floors, a, a
figures of the device’ are mounted con-floor.
ures-shown in’ the. drawmgs are, .

“répresent,

“bearings d, d, betweeni floors a;°a

8isa horizontal section, on line |
33 of Fig. 2, v1ewed in-the dlrectlon indi- |
cated by the ATTOW. Fig. 4 is a front. ele-|
“vation of the figure representing the pitcher,

A reference. lefter apphed to de31gnate a !

| given - part is’ used to-, 1ndlcate sald par*L

Patented J une 21 1910

throughout the several ﬁgules of the draw- .

ings; wherever the sanie appears.
~A is the base-of the devme

The only fi

BaSe A ds "
The geveral -

60

those intended to represent the-pitcher and-, -

the batter, and apertures,.(hereinafter de-- ¢,
scribed) are shown .in' plite 'of ‘figures to.

65

show -the remammg players neeessary to_‘«'

_make nine;

Between floors: a,. o a number of runways':"- ,

are provided by means.of partltlons, B,"B,
obtain the required number of runways. .
in floor ’.

players. in ‘the game of base. all -are-posi-
tloned and said apertures are- arranged 80

‘that ‘a Dball -falling thotigh any ‘oné’thereof

70
(by broken lines): partztmns to»‘-.,.-
-.1,2,38 4,5 6,7, 8,,9; and 10 are apertules,l;

Apertures 9to 10, both mcluswe,a

‘are’ pos1t10ned substanhally fhe - samie " as g

i$ delivered into a-runway-and rollsin said . -

runway to‘a pocket (CY, at the delivery end

.80

of sail runway. ‘The count or score made . .

by, a ball falling through one of: said- aper-
tures is determmed by the number. placed
adjacént.to the pooket mto Whlch the' ball-,

is dehvered

D is a shaft: rotatably mounted in ]ournal' .
-Shaft D.

85~

is, prov1ded Wlth crank D’ -at one ‘end, and =

with crink: &', at the other end thereof
When the game is- played with this device

90

the shaft D is rotated by means of crank D -

E is a disk.
g is a: progectlon on disk E

- Disk E is adjusted on shaft: D ‘and securedj

bv sét “screw ‘I to: release;crank ¢ (herein-
after described), at a given time relative to

95

the release of latch L; (also hereinafter de-.

scrlbed) by end 4 of trank d’..

G-is a figure representing a pitcher, and. :

said figure is designed to throw or pitch ball
X at a d_etermmed tlme vshen Sh‘lft D is

‘turned. .
~ H, H’ are the arms -of ﬁgure G.. - Arins-
H, T are made of wire bent into shape to’

obtaln horizontal part. 2 and crank I. The

arms are swung by the turning of part A
-in the bearings thereof in said figure.: .: -
J are spring fingers-at the end of arm’ H. .

Fingers J are arranged to hold ball X. .The

ball’X. is designed. to be pitched or thrown

100

105

110

from the fingers J at_the time said’ fingers .

v(and arm H &re‘ :stopped by -the- crank I




2

'comlng in contact with the top of posts m )

. as sald fingers and arm are moved by the
. resilience of spiing K. -

10
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20
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To effect’ the movemerit, of arm H at_the -
determined time relative to a corresponding:

movement of Fig. P, one end of spring K-

is attached to crank I and the other end to
-craxik ', and the latch L is arranged to hold
said arm stationary until, by the revolution
of crank d’ the spring K is at its, greatest
tension, and to then IeIease said arm, per-
mitting the spring to move the same. -Latch
L is plvotally mounted at ¢ in bearings M.
on posts m, my; and end ¥ of said: latch is
arranged 16 ‘engage with abutment N, (said -
-abutment.is positioned on part A of the arms
H, H’) when said arms H, H’, are in the
»pOSIt]OIl illustrated in Figs. 2 and 4 of the
drawings. -The end L’ of Tatch L is arranged
so-that the shaft D may be turned to move the-
latch by énd d’” of erank d” coming n contact
therewith, and said movement of the laich
moves end /. thereof out of engagement with

' «the abutment N. The release of the latch L

from -abutment. N -is' effected at about. the,
time theshaft;DD has been turned onehalf’

i -, ‘around, ;ﬁrom the« pos1t10n thereof’ J,Hustrated

- 30

35

in Figs. 2-and; 4, and at said time spring K
is at its oreatesb tension by;reason of the
lower end thereof 'being. drawn down by
crank @’. When the shaft; D has been turned
one half around from. the position thereof
illustrated in Figs. 2.and 4 and the latch L
“has been released from abutment N, the
arms H, H’, are suddenly forced- by the
spring’ into the position illustrated in Fig.
6, and the (ontlnuei rotation of said shaft,

- back to its initial position moves the lower

end of the spring K upward, closing the
spring and returning the arms to their initial
position. Spring O, (Fig. 2), is provided
to return latch L to its imitial position and
vieldingly hold it in engagement with the
abutment N, and as the arms H, H’, are
returned to their initial positions Ias -above
described; said latch L .will -automatically
engage Wlth said abutment N and maintain -
-said arms in their initial position until the

- latch, L is again moved by end 4" of

85

¢

‘cran.: d’.

P is a figure repvesentmg a batter, and is
arranged so that the ball X comes in con-
tact, or near thereto, with bat p as said ball
is thrown or pitched by figure gr To obtain
movement of the figure P and bat p at a de-
termined time. relatwe to ‘the throwing or
pitching of ball X, and also to provide for
an adjustment of the waist and the parts
mounted thereon relative to the part of the
figure below the waist, the about to be de-

" scribed mechanisms are provided. -

65

Qis a VeI‘thdl ere arranged to turn in
its bearings in floor-o’, and provided with
the crank ¢ at the lower end thereof.

R is a table attached to the upper end of

961,851

Sisa sprlng 'Whlch is attached to floor &’

'at its lower end and to the tabIe R at Jts

upper end.
Table R is prov1ded with apertures R’

w1re Q to turn W1th sa1d ere, ‘as sald w1re :
VlS turned

70

and 7 is a table resting on'table R and held
in o determined posmon to table R-by spring -

‘arm. R’” having pin #’ fitting into any one
"of the apertures R”
tached to.the table R by the rivet or bolt 7.

Spring arm R’/ 1§ at-

(See Fig. 8.). -Said figure is divided.at the
waist and the portion of the figure above
'said waist is attached .to table », and the

‘waist band: of the trousers are attached to .
table R. - Changing pin 7" from one of the

75

80

apertures R’ into. a .different.one of said -

apertures changes. the position of the por- -

tion of the figure above the waist, (includ- -

ing the bat), relative to the lower portion
of the figure. By this" construction, after

‘the tables R, .7, are ad]usted and secured

85

togethel, (by pin #’:in aperture R’), the -

waist and portion of said figu

wire -(or shaft) Q.

re above the-
. waist is turned by the turning of the vertlcal '

90

Wire or shaft Q is turned by the pI‘O]eC- '

tion ¢ on disk E coming in contact.with.

crank g, as shaft'D is turned in the direction
indjcated by the arrow on the periphery of

said disk. The turning of the wire Q places °

the spring S under tension, and as the crank
¢ passes out from under said crank ¢ the re-
silience of the spring returns the. spring,
(and tables R, n), to its-initial position.
The disk E is ad]usted on the shaft D so

that the release of crank ¢ from abutment

¢ occurs at about.the time the ball X comes
in contagt-with bat p; thereby giving the ef-
fect.of the figure P striking at said ball. -
“When ball X and bat - contact said ball
is deflected from its course, and when said
ball falls to the floor a” it Wwill, at timies, fall
through an aperture in said floor and roll

along the runway of said apertme to the

pocket corresponding thereto. .
A game is_played by this device by a de-
termined number of rotations of shaft D be-

- ing made by each party to the game, gr by a

determined number of hits by the bat on the
ball. The added numbers on the pockéts of
the device into which the ball rolls during a
game makes the score, and the one with the
highest score is the winner of the game.

1t will .be evident that the device may be
placed in a conspicuous place and the game
played ss.an advertisement.

The ball. X must be replaced in the hand
J of the pitcher after each throwing thereof,

‘and the manner in which it is so placed may

determine, to a limited extent, the throw or

95 |

100

105

110

115

120

125

pitch of the ball, and the. consequent batting -

.and count therefrom; as may also the ad-

justment of the tables R, 7.
Having thus descrlbed my invention, what

139
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I claim as.new and desire to secure by Let-
ters;Patent is: - oo o '

A figure provided with 'a movable arm,
an abutment to the arm; means to hold a ball

.at. the end of the.arm, a latch; said latch en-

gagesble with the abutment; and arranged

‘to.hold said arm stationary when in engage-

15’

20

ment, a spring. conneeted with the arm. and
means for placing said spring under tension
and automatically releasing the latch: while
the spring is under such tension.. ... '

.. 2."A figure provided with a movable arm,

an abutment to-the arm, means to hold a ball |

at the end of-the arm, a latch, said latch en-
gageable with the abutment and arranged
to hold the -arm in-its initial position when
In engagement with said ‘abutment, means
to automatically engagée the. latch on the
abutment when said latch and abutment are
in a determined relative position, a spring, a
connection between said spring and said arm,

. means to place said spring under tension and

25

30

said means for placing said spring under
tension also arrangéd to return the spring
and arm to their initial positions. -

3. A figure provided with a movable arm,

an abutment tothe arm, spring fingers at"

one end of the arm, a Jatch arranged to en-
age with:the abujment and retain the arm

.1n-1ts initial position,-a spring arranged to

" yieldingly hold the latch in an engageable

85

" the arm, and oneend of said latch

40

. at the ends of the shaft, a pivoted latch hav-

position, In combination with a shaft, means
to-turn the shaft, a crank on the shaft, an
additional spring attached at oneend to the
crank and at the other end connected with
positioned

in-the path of said crank. . - oo
4. A figure provided with a movable arm,
spring fingers at the end of the movable arm

arragnged to hold a ball, an abutment to the’

movable-arm, in combination with a base, a
shaft rotatably mounted on the bage, cranks

" ing one end inposition to engage the abut-

ment on.the arm, and the other end project-

ing into the pathr of one of the cranks, a

.. spring ‘haying oné end connectéd with the
-arm and the other end attached to said crank,

i

~ said crank and latch arranged so that the
-crank engages with the latch.to release the
<< latch- from the ‘abutment:at a- determined

. ‘time, and- the spring arranged to return the
"arm to its.initial’ position as-said spring is

5

' 60

moved by the crank to which it is attached

subsequent to the release and movement of
thearm. - - - A

“+5. A base'and a floor, a ﬁgilfe on vth’erﬁo‘br'
‘said figure ‘provided with a :movable arm,

spring fingers at the end of the arm ar-
ranged to hold a ball, an abutment to the

 movable arm, in- combination with a shaft
rotatably “mountéd on: the base, cranks at
-theends of ‘the shaft, and 3. pivotally

85 engage withi the abutment to hold - the arm | spring connected at one end to-the ﬁ%blé’rahfl.;.

mounted latch- having one end arranged to

: ]

in a determined position, and the other ei}d
projecting into the path of one of -said
cranks, a spring, a connection between one

end of the spring and the movable arm and-

said spring attaclied at its other end to one
of the cranks, said .crank, latch and spring
arranged so that turning of the crank pro-

the latch from the abutment when the
spring is under tension) and continued turn-

70

-duces ‘tension on the spring, and releases -

75

ing of the crank returns the arm to its in- -

itial position. o ‘

6. A base, a floor above the base, a shaft
rotatably mounted between the base and the
floor, a crank on the shaft, a figure on the

floor,: said figure. provided with a movable.
‘arm, spring fingers at the end of the arm

arrahged -to hold a ball, an-abutment to the .

movable arm and a pivotally mounted latch
having . one ‘end held in position to engage

" with the abutment to hold the arm in a de-
termined position and ‘the other end pro-.
- jecting into -the path of the crank, a crank

wrist. between the ends .of said shaft, a
spring having one end connected with the
arm and the other end attached to the crank,

said crank, latch and spring arranged so

that the turning of the shaft on which the

“erank is mounted produces tension of the

spring and releases the latch from the abut-
ment at the time when the spring is under
tension, in combination with an additional
figure on said floor, said additional figure

-provided with a waist and with arms, and

with a bat in said arms, a vertical shaft and
a_spring .thereon in the additional figure,

85

90

95,

100

said waist mounted to turn with said shaft. -

and said spring connected at one end to said .

shaft and attached at its other end to said
base, a crank at the lower end of said ver-
tical shaft, the crank wrist between the ends

_of the shaft arranged. to engage with the.

‘crank. on the vertical shaft. .
7. The combination of a base, a flgor abave

the base, a 'shaft rotatably mounted between-

the base and the floor, a crank on the shaft,
a figure on the floor, said figure provided
with "a- movable arm, spring fingers at the

“end. of the arm arranged to hold a ball, an

abutment, to the movable arm and a pivot-
ally mounted latch having one end held. in
position to. engage with ‘the abutment to

~hold the arm in a determined position and

the other .end projecting into the path of

- the crank, a crank wrist, a sprirg having
{ oné end connected to.the movable arm and

at the other end. attached to the crank, an
additional: figure on the floor, said addi-

‘tional figure provided with arms, and with a
bat in the arnis, and with g waist, g vertieal .

105

110

115

120

125

shaft rotatably mounted in: said ziddi_ti’or.iafl' -
figure, a table mounted on said’ shaft, said -

‘tablé connected to said waist, and a spring’ -

on said shaft in the additional figure, said -

130:
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at the other end to the floor, a crank at the
lower end of said vertical shaft, the crank
wrist arranged to engage with the crank on
the vertical shaft. - . B

8. The combination of a shaft, a crank on
the shaft, a figure provided with a movable
arm, spring fingers on the end of the mov-
able arm, a latch having one. end arranged
to engage with the abutment and the other
end projecting into the path of the crank, a
disk on said shaft, an abutment on said disk,
means to secure the disk to the shaft'in a
determined position, a spring attached at
one end to said crank and having the other

end connected with the arm, a spring ar- | -

981,851

ranged to yieldingly hold the latch in posi- -
tion to engage with the abutment on the
arm, an additional figure, arms on said. fig-
ure, a bat held in said arms, a-vertical shaft
rotatably mounted within the. additional fig-- 20
ure and a spring on said vertical shaft, a .

crank on the lower end of said vertical shaft

in the path of the abutment, a.table on the

-upper end- of ‘the vertical shaft, one end of *
said spring attached to the-table; and meéans 25
.to hold the other-end of said spring.

- JAMES J. FITZSIMMONS.: -~
In the presence of— - - R
Cuarvis TurngEr Brown,
May Frrzsimmoxs, '



