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MATO FITZMAURICE MALONEY, OF ATLANTIC BEACH, FLORIDA. 

HAT-HOLDER. 
1,213,392. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 23, 1917. 

Application filed July 17, 1916. Serial No. 109,746. 
To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, MATO FITZMAURICE 

MALONEY, a citizen of the United States, 
residing at Atlantic Beach, in the county 
of Duval and State of Florida, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Hat-Holders; and I do declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in devices for suspending ar 
ticles of clothing when not in use, and has 
special reference to hats and caps, and the 
piimary object of the invention is to provide 
a simple and compact article, that when not 
in use, may be easily carried from place to place. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character which is 
easily and simply constructed, inexpensive to 
manufacture, and one which will be very efficient in operation. 
With these and numerous other objects in 

view, my invention consists in the novel fea 
tures of construction, combination and ar 
rangement of parts which will be herein re 
ferred to and more particularly pointed out 
in the specification and claim. 
In the accompanying drawings:-Figure 

1 is a side elevation of the holder; Fig. 2 is 
an enlarged front elevation of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 is a detail front 
view of the section cup. 
In describing my invention, I shall refer 

to the drawings in which similar reference characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views and in which 
the numeral 1 designates a stationary jaw 
that comprises the base of my holder, and 
which is provided with raised side portions 
2 intermediate its ends. These raised side 
portions 2 are provided adjacent their for 
ward end with a transversely extending 
pivot pin 3 secured in the opposite sides, 
while adjacent their lear ends and contigu 
ous the jaw, are alining openings 4 for a 
purpose to be hereinafter more fully de scribed. 
The forward portion of the stationary 

jaw 1 is provided with an upwardly pro 
jecting flange 5, which extends around the 
same and adjacent the extremity of said 
front portion of the jaw are upstruck lugs 

6, that are adapted to securely hold a rubber 
pad 7 in the jaw adjacent the extremity. 
This pad 7 projects a slight distance above 
the upper edge of the flange 5, and affords 
a protection for the article secured between 
the jaws of the device when in operation. 
The opposite end of the jaw 1 is bent hook 

shaped as shown at 8, so that this holder 
may be held supported in various places. 
This hook-shaped end is an integral part of 
the stationary jaw, and when it is found de 
sirable to fix the holder in a certain posi 
tion, may be secured to the support in which it is positioned. 
The holder is provided with a movable 

jaw 9, which has large side portions 10 ad 
jacent its inner end that are positioned be 
tween the side portions 2 of the stationary 
jaw, and have alining openings 11 there 
through through which the pivot pin 3 is 
positioned. By this means, the jaw 9 will 
be pivotally mounted with respect to the 

60 

65 

70 

stationary jaw 1, and the outer end of the 
same will be adapted to move toward and 
from the outer end of the jaw 1. The inner 
end of the movable jaw 9 is provided with a 
transversely extending recess 12 therein 
for a purpose to be hereinafter more fully 
described. - 

The movable jaw 9 is provided with a 
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projecting flange 13 around its edge, and ad 
jacent the outer end of this flange 13 are 
inwardly projecting lugs 14, that are adapt 
ed to securely engage the edges of a rubber 
cap 15 positioned in a socket 16 formed in 
said end of the jaw. This rubber cap 15 
will facilitate the holding of an article be 
tween the jaws, without injuring the same. 
Mounted on the pivot pin 3 is a coil spring 
17 so arranged that the movable jaw 9 will 
be normally held open, and away from the 
fixed or stationary jaw 1. . . - 
The movable jaw 9 is operated by a crank 

lever 18 that is provided with laterally pro 
jecting lugs 19 on opposite sides of its bent 
portions, that are adapted to be positioned 
through the alining openings 4 in the side 
portions 2 of the stationary jaw. This crank 
lever is positioned as clearly shown in Figs. 
2 and 3 of the drawings, and it will be ob 
vious that upon operation of the same, the 
outer end of the movable jaw will be moved 
toward and from the stationary jaw. 
When the parts of this holder are posi 

tioned as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
the movable jaw will be positioned away 
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from the fixed jaw, and an article, as for 
instance the brim of a hat, may be inserted 
between these jaws. The crank lever 18 is 
then moved downwardly toward the fixed 
jaw 1, whereupon its bent end will engage 
the inner end of the movable jaw and rock 
the same so that its outer end will be 
forced inwardly toward the fixed jaw, there 
by securely locking the hat brim therebe 
tween. When the bent end of the crank 
lever reaches a point adjacent the extrem 
ity of the inner end of the movable jaw, it 
will drop into the transversely extending 
recess 12, and will Securely lock the parts. 
The rubber pad on the fixed jaw will pre 

vent any injury to the hat brim, while the 
rubber cap on the movable jaw will form an 
air chamber that will form an additional 
locking means to hold the hat brim in posi 
tion. Owing to the fact that this holder is 
such a small compact device, the same may 
be easily carried from place to place. Its 
use will be found especially advantageous in 
churches, motion picture shows, trains, din 
ing rooms, and other places where the user 
desires to hang his hat in some convenient 
place where it will be out of the way. This 
device may be hooked over the front of a 
pew or seat and the hat Secured between its 
jaws will be held until needed. Upon dis 
engagement of the hat, the article may be 
placed in the user's pocket and easily car 
ried, owing to the fact that it will occupy 
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very little space. The pin holes in the han 
dle are for ladies hat pins to hold the same 
in position. 
From the foregoing description, the con 

struction and operation of this garment 
holder, the manner of applying the same to 
use and the operation thereof will be readily 
understood, and it will be seen that I have 
provided a simple and efficient means for 
carrying out the objects of this invention. 
I claim:- - - 
A device of the class described compris 

ing a short jaw and a long jaw having a 
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pivoted connection with each other, and a 
spring coil coacting with the jaws to nor 
mally hold them open, a flat pad on the 
Jower end of the long jaw, a recessed pad 
on the lower end of the short jaw, the long 
jaw having a locking lever pivoted thereto 
above the common pivot of the jaws, said 
short jaw having a transverse groove ad 
jacent its upper end, and a free end of the 
locking lever adapted to engage the upper 
end of said short jaw and to be positioned 
in the transverse groove to positively lock 
the jaws in closed position. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

MATO FITAMAURICE MALONEY, 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. B. CAMPBELL, 
THEODORE. W. WEBB. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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