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(57) Abstract: The present invention is provided with a toi-
let body 12 having a toilet bowl 14 and a spout 36 for dis-
charging wash water into the toilet bowl 14. The toilet bowl
14 has a receiving surface part 26 for receiving excreta, and
a rim part 28 connected to the upper-end edge 26a of the re-
ceiving surface part 26. The spout 36 has three spout ports
32A-32C formed in the rim part 28, the spout 36 discharging
wash water along one circumferential direction from the
three spout ports 32A-32C along the inner-peripheral surface
of the rim part 28. The toilet bowl 14 has four segmented re-
gions Srl1-Sr4 that are divided, in plan view, by a left-right
central axis that bisects the left/right dimension of the outer-
surface portion of the toilet body 12 and a front-rear central
axis that bisects the front/rear dimension of the inner-surface
portion of the toilet bowl 14. The three spout ports 32A-32C
are formed individually in each of three segmented regions
among the four segmented regions Sr1-Sr4.
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combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art
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fig. 3

JP 2015-74876 A (LIXIL Corp.),
20 April 2015 (20.04.2015),
paragraphs [0016] to [0022];
(Family: none)

fig. 2,

JP 2013-170396 A
02 September 2013
paragraphs [0021]
(Family: none)

(TOTO Ltd.),
(02.09.2013),
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Continued to extra sheet.

L As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Document: JP 2000-355967 A (Toto Ltd.), 26 December 2000 (26.12.2000),
paragraphs [0032] to [0034]; fig. 2 (Family: none)

Claims are classified into the following two inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-15

Claims 1 to 15 are classified into Invention 1 because the claims
have a special technical feature, i.e., “a flush toilet comprising a
toilet body which has a toilet bowl section and a water discharge section
for discharging flush water into the toilet bowl section, the flush toilet
being characterized in that the toilet bowl sectionhas areceiving surface
portion for receiving filth and a rim part connected to the upper edge
of the receiving surface portion; the water discharge section has three
water discharge ports formed in the rim part and allows the flush water
to be discharged through the three water discharge ports in one
circumferential direction along the inner circumferential surface of
the rim part; the toilet bowl section has four split regions having been
divided in plan view by a right-and-left center line and a back-and-forth
center line, the right-and-left center 1line bisecting the right-and-left
size of the outer surface portion of the toilet body, the back-and-forth
center linebisecting the back-and-forth size of the inner surface portion
of the toilet bowl section; and the three water discharge ports are formed
individually in three respective ones of the four split regions.”

(Invention 2) claims 16-21

Claims 16 to 21 have a technical feature common to claim 1 classified
into Invention 1, i.e., “a flush toilet comprising a toilet body having
a toilet bowl section, wherein the toilet bowl section has a receiving
surface portion for receiving filth and a rim part connected to the upper
edge of the receiving surface portion; the rim part has three water
discharge ports formed therein; and the three water discharge ports
discharge flush water therefrom in one circumferential direction along
the rim part.”

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the above-said document (particularly, see [0032]-[0034]).

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

In addition, claims 16-21 are not dependent on claim 1.

Further, claims 16-21 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1.

Consequently, claims 16-21 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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Then, claims 16 to 21 are classified into Invention 2 because the
claims have a special technical feature, i.e., “a flush toilet comprising
a toilet body having a toilet bowl section, the flush toilet being
characterized in that the toilet bowl section has a receiving surface
portion for receiving filth, a rim part connected to the upper edge of
the receiving surface portion, anda recessedportion formed to be recessed
downwardly from the lower edge of the receiving surface portion; the
recessed portion is partitioned by three vertical walls which are made
up of, in plan view, a right wvertical wall and a left vertical wall
corresponding to the right and left sides of a triangle, respectively,
with the base located in a rearward position of the right and left sides,
and a rear vertical wall corresponding to the base; the rimpart is provided
with three water discharge ports which are made up of, in plan view,
a first water discharge port provided in a sideward direction of the
recessed portion, a second water discharge port provided in a frontward
directionof therecessedportion, andathirdwaterdischargeportprovided
in a rearward direction of the recessed portion; and the three water
discharge ports discharge flush water in one circumferential direction
along the rim part.”

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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