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To all whom it may concerm: .

Be it known that I, STEPHEN E. GARNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pow-
derly, in the county of Lamar and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Ditehing-Levels; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact description of the invention, such as

will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. e

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvementsin levels, and especially
to a plumb-level for use in construction of
ditches, &e.; and it is the object of this in-
vention to produce alevel which may be com-
pactly folded when not in use or extended
and held in such adjusted position when ready
for use.

More specifically the invention consists of
a rectangular frame between which .on a

‘cross-strip is designed to be hung a plumb-

line, the frame having pivoted to its opposite
upper corners folding braces, which are con-
nected at their lower ends to arms which are
adapted to be held to the lower end of the rec-
tangular frame, when the instrument is in
readiness for use. .

To these ends and o such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consists, fur-
ther, in the novel construetion, combination,
and adaptation of the parts, as will be here-
inafter more fully described, and then spe-
cifically defined in the appended claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form & part
of this application, and in which drawings
similar letters of reference marked thereon
indicate like parts throughout both views, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved plumb-level opened for use. Fig. 2
is a view showing the level folded.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the rec-
tangular frame, made up of two longitudinal
strips fastened together at their ends with

cross-pieces A’ A’. Pivoted to ears on the
upper of the two cross-strips A’ are the fold-
ing braces B B, to the lower ends of which
are pivoted the outer ends of the strips C'.
These strips ¢’ have their inner ends pivoted
together at C and are cut away at ¢, as shown,
whereby the strips may fold without inter-
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ference with each other, as illustrated in the .

drawings. Mounted on a cross-piece D, be-
tween the longitudinal strips of the said rec-
tangular frame, is the plumb-wire E, which
carries at its lower end the weight E'. Ona
second cross-piece T, a slight distance below
the cross-piece D, is an adjustable slide G,
mounted on the wire H, and its lower end is
held frictionally against the bevel-surface of
the cross-piece F. By moving the slide on
the wire the said slide may be brought so as
to register with a scale on the cross-piece If
to indicate the pitch at which the level-frame
is to be held.-

On the lower cross-piece A'is a pin K, over
which registering recesses a in the ends of the

strips C' engage when the frame is opened for

use, and a hook M, fastened to the lower
cross-piece A’ is adapted to engage in one of
the ends of the strips O' to hold the strips in
alinement, as illustrated in the drawings.

When it is desired to fold the instrument,
the hook is released from the braces, the
strips C' folded, and the side strips swung in,
as shown.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a plumb-level, the combination with the
rectangular frame, the braces pivoted to ears
on said frame, the strips C pivoted to the
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lower ends of the braces, the inner ends of 9o

the strips pivoted together and recessed, a
pin over which the recessed ends of the strips
are designed to engage, and the hook carried
by the frame and adapted to engage with one
of the strips C, as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. )

STEPHEN E. GARNER.

Witnesses:
J. R. SECREST,
J. M. DU¥rF.
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