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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANCIS P. RATHBONE, OF RED OAK, IOWA.

SWING. .

No. 890,375.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxois P. Rara-
BONE, a citizen of the United States of
America, residing at Red Oak, in the county
of Montgomery and State of Towa, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Swings, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.,

This invention relates to swings, and par-
ticularly to the class of portable swings espe-
cially designed for use on porches and lawns
where compactness is important and often-
times essential. ’

The object of the invention is to provide a

simple, cheap and attractive portable swing

embodying by preference oppositely facing
seats or chairs, and supporting mechanism
adapting the chairs to swing or oscillate, said
supporting mechanism being arranged en-
tirely below the plane of the chair bottoms
where 1t will be out of the way, at the same
time avoiding any objectionable projections
above the chair seats and the backs of the
chairs to interfere with the occupants of the
swing and subject them to danger while op-
erating the swing.

A turther object of the invention is to im-
part to the chairs, in addition to the usual
swinging movement, an auxiliary rocking
movement, such rocking movement being
one of the special features of the invention.

With the above and other objects in view,
the nature of which will more fully appear as
the description proceeds, the invention con-
sists in the novel construction; combination
and arrangement of parts as hereinafter fully
described, illustrated and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings :—Figure 1
is a side elevation of a double swing embody-
ing the present invention; Fig. 2 is a vertical
longitudinal section through the same; Fig.
3is an end elevation of the swing; and Fig. 4
is a vertical cross-section on line 4—4 of Hig.
2, showing the hangers which suspend the
foot platform.

Like reference numerals designate corre-
sponding parts in all figures of the drawings.

The swing contemplated in this invention
comprises essentially a base or stationary sup-
porting frame comprising parallel longitudi-
nal bars 1 and cross-bars 2 connecting the
same rigidly, said frame being adapted to
rest directly on the floor or ground and, if
desired, provided with feet 3 to sustain the
frame at a suitable elevation.

At a suitable distance above the base
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frame and extending horizontally just be-
neath the seats of the chairs hereinafter more
particularly described, are two sets of paral-
lel carrying bars 4, one pair for each chair,
said carrying bars being supported by suit-
able legs or braces 5, a pair of said legs being
used for each top carrying bar 4 and being
connected by transverse cross braces 6 to
impart rigidity to the carrying frames as a
whole. :

A foot platform comprising parallel side
bars 7 is pivotally suspended from the carry-
ing bars 4 by means of hangers 8 in the form
of links pivotally connected at their upper
ends to the bars 4 and pivotally connected
at their lower ends to the side bars 7 of the
foot platform. The side bars 7 are con-
nected by cross slats or a flooring 9 located
between the seats. Each seat or chair com-
prises front legs 10, back uprights 11, seat
supporting rails 12 and arm rests 13, said
parts being bolted or otherwise rigidly con-
nected together, while the lower ends of the
legs and back uprights are bolted or other-
wise rigidly secured to oppositely located
rockers 14, each of said rockers being piv-
otally connected at its forward end, at 15, to
the adjacent end portion of the foot platform.
The opposite or outer end of each rocker 14
is pivotally connected, at 16, to the lower
end of a hanger 17 which is pivotally con-
nected at its upper end, at 18, to one of the
carrying bars 4, the hangers 17 being longer
than the hangers § so as to impart a rocking
movement to the chairs as they swing back
and forth. The seat frame and the back
frame of the chair are provided with slat
carrying edges described on suitable com-
pound curves to give comfort and ease to the
occupant of the chair and afford firm sup-
port for the small of the back and shoulders
of the occupant, and cross slats 19 are se-
cured to sald parts to complete the chairs.

By the construction above described, the
entire supporting or carrying mechanism
upon which the chairs are suspended and
adapted to swing, is located entirely beneath
the chair seats where it is out of the way af-
fording no projection above the chairs or at
the sides thereof. As the platform swings
back and forth the chairs are carried thereby

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

and as the rockers are pivotally supported -

at their outer ends by independent hangers,
it will be seen that the outer ends of the
rockers rise and fall as the platform oscil-
lates or swings; thus in addition to the usual
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swinging movement of the chairs, a rocking
movement is imparted thereto adding mate-~
rially to the attractiveness of the swing.

The swing as a whole occupies a minimum
amount of floor space and is especially
adapted to the use of children, the liability
of injury being greatly reduced as compared
with the ordinary portable swings now on
the market. :

Having thus fully described the inven-
tion, what is claimed as new, is:—

A swing comprising a stationary support-
ing frame, carrying frames rigidly connected
to and gupported above the stationary
frame, afoot platform, said platformincluding
side bars disposed outtvardly beyond the ad-
jacent members of the stationary supporting

- frame, platform hangers connecting the ends

of said foot platform with the inner ends of

890,375

a carrying frame, rockers pivotally connected
at their forward ends between the respec-
tive ends of the foot platform, said rockers
extending beyond the ends of said platform,
hangers connecting the free ends of the rock-
ers and the outer ends of the carrying frame,
and chairs overlying the carrymg frames,
the forward ends of said chairs being sup-
ported on the pivotal connection of the rock-
ers and foot platform, and the rear ends of
said chairs being supported solely by the
rockers forward of their connection by the
hangers. , :
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
FRANCIS P. RATHBONE.
Witnesses:
JoHN C. Bryant,
Berr. C. Ranz.
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