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Description
Field of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to a carton for accommo-
dating one or more articles, for example bottles, which
carton is provided with a dispensing structure for removal
of the articles from the carton. The invention also relates
to one or more blanks for the construction of a carton and
to packages comprising a carton containing articles.

Background to the invention

[0002] A problem associated with the prior art is the
difficulty a user faces when removing vertically aligned
articles from a carton when the carton is stored upright.
[0003] The present invention and its embodiments
seek to overcome the problems of the prior art.

Summary of the invention

[0004] According to a first aspect the invention pro-
vides a carton for containing a plurality of articles, the
carton comprising a vertical dispensing structure for dis-
pensing one or more articles through an upper aperture,
the dispensing structure comprising a strap having a first
end portion hingedly secured to a first wall of the carton
and a having second free end of the strap, a portion of
the strap between said first end and said second free end
being positionable beneath a terminal article held within
the carton such that pulling the second free end of the
strap out of carton effects a dispensing of articles through
the upper aperture.

[0005] Preferably the first end portion of the strap is
attached to a hinged flap which is struck from or connect-
ed to said first wall of the carton.

[0006] Preferably the first end portion of the strap is
attached to a hinged flap such that the first end portion
of the strap is maintained in a substantially flat position
during dispensing of articles.

[0007] Preferably the strap is positioned to correspond
with the centre of gravity of the terminal article. Preferably
a brake is provided for applying a frictional force to the
strap.

[0008] Optionally a second wall opposed to said first
wall comprises a brake aperture, wherein the brake
presses a portion of the strap into the brake aperture to
provide the frictional force, such that the strap is able to
bear the weight of the terminal article.

[0009] Accordingtoasecond aspectthe invention pro-
vides a package comprising: one or more articles and a
carton comprising a vertical dispensing structure for dis-
pensing one or more articles through an upper aperture,
the dispensing structure comprising a strap having a first
end portion hingedly secured to a first wall of the carton
and a having second free end of the strap, a portion of
the strap between said first end and said second free end
being positionable beneath a terminal article held within
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the carton such that pulling the second free end of the
strap out of carton effects a dispensing of articles through
the upper aperture.

[0010] According to a third aspect the invention pro-
vides a method of dispensing articles from a carton com-
prising a vertical dispensing structure for dispensing one
or more articles through an upper aperture, the dispens-
ing structure comprising a strap having a first end portion
hingedly secured to a first wall of the carton and a having
second free end of the strap, a portion of the strap be-
tween said first end and said second free end being po-
sitionable beneath a terminal article held within the car-
ton; providing force to pull the the second free end of the
strap upwardly out of carton thus lifting said vertical dis-
pensing structure and said articles; and retrieving the up-
permost article through said upper aperture.

[0011] Preferably said carton further comprises a
brake and wherein said method further comprises apply-
ing a frictional force to said strap through the use of said
brake.

[0012] According to a fourth aspect the invention pro-
vides for containing a plurality of articles, the carton com-
prising a vertical dispensing structure for dispensing one
or more articles through an upper aperture, wherein the
dispensing structure comprises an elongate member
with a handle means at a distal end and a portion en-
gageable with a terminal article contained therein and
wherein the elongate member comprises an insert.
[0013] Preferably a portion of the elongate member
comprises at least one elevation panel, wherein, in use,
aterminal article held therein rests on the elevation panel
such that an upward force exerted on the elongate mem-
ber raises the article for dispensing at the upper aperture
and wherein the elevation panel is reinforced by a gusset
portion attached at a first end of the elevation panel and
at a second end to the elongate member.

[0014] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a carton for containing a plurality of articles, the carton
comprising a vertical dispensing structure for dispensing
one or more articles through an upper aperture.

[0015] Preferably, the dispensing structure comprises
an elongate member with a handle means at a distal end,
and a portion engagable with a terminal article contained
therein.

[0016] Preferably, the dispensing structure comprises
a first insert sized to fit within the carton. Preferably, the
portion engagable with a terminal article comprises at
least one elevation panel, wherein, in use, a terminal ar-
ticle contained in the carton rests on the elevation panel
such that an upward force exerted on the handle raises
the article for dispensing at the upper aperture. Prefera-
bly, the elevation panel is perpendicular to the handle.
[0017] Preferably, the elevation panel is reinforced by
a gusset portion attached at a first end to the elevation
panel and at a second end to the handle panel.

[0018] Preferably, the insert is adapted and arranged
to be folded flat, for ease of transport.

[0019] In another embodiment, the dispensing struc-
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ture comprises a strap attached at, or proximate, a sec-
ond end thereof to a side panel of the carton, such that
the strap may extend beneath a terminal article held
therein to present the distal end over or through an op-
posing side panel, wherein a pull force exerted upon the
distal end effects a dispensing of particles through the
upper aperture.

[0020] Preferably the second end of the strap is at-
tached to a hinged flap which is struck from or connected
to the side panel, wherein the hinged flap aids optimal
alignment of the strap beneath articles held within the
carton.

[0021] Preferablythe strap is positioned to correspond
with the centre of gravity of articles held within the carton.
[0022] Preferably, the cartonfurther comprises a brake
for applying a frictional force to the elongate member.
Preferably, the opposing side panel comprises a brake
aperture, wherein the brake presses a portion of the strap
into the brake aperture to provide the frictional force, such
that the strap is able to bear the weight of articles con-
tained within the carton.

[0023] Preferably, the carton is sized to fit within the
door compartment of a domestic refrigerator.

[0024] In another aspect, the invention comprises one
or more blanks for constructing the embodiments de-
scribed herein.

[0025] In another aspect, the invention relates to a
package comprising: a carton for containing a plurality
of articles, the carton comprising a vertical dispensing
structure for dispensing one or more articles through an
upper aperture; and, one or more articles held within the
carton.

Brief Description of the Drawings
[0026]

Figure 1 shows a first blank for the construction of a
carton according to the present invention.

Figures 2, 2A and 2B show a blank for the construc-
tion of a vertical dispensing structure, and a vertical
dispensing structure.

Figures 3 and 3A show a carton and a vertical dis-
pensing means. Figure 4 shows a vertical dispensing
structure being placed inside a carton. Figure 5
shows a completed carton according to the present
invention.

Figure 6 shows a carton according to the present
invention dispensing articles. Figure 7 shows a blank
for a carton according to the present invention. Fig-
ure 8 shows steps in the construction of a carton
according to the present invention from a blank. Fig-
ure 9 shows a carton, according to the present in-
vention, loaded with vertically aligned articles.
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Figure 10 shows a carton, according to the present
invention, loaded with vertically aligned articles.

Figure 11 shows a closed carton according to the
present invention. Figure 12 shows an open carton
according to the present invention.

Figure 13 shows a carton according to the present
invention dispensing articles.

Detailed Description of Exemplary Embodiments of
the Invention

[0027] Referring to the drawings, there is shown a car-
ton and a blank for forming a carton. The blank and carton
are formed in paperboard or other foldable sheet mate-
rial, for example plastic and the like, to which has been
added cut and fold lines. The cartons are used to house
one or more articles, for example bottles, and to dispense
the articles through an upper aperture, the upper aperture
positioned at or towards the intended upper surface of
the carton.

[0028] Referringto Figure 1, thereis shown afirstblank
10 for forming a carton. The first blank comprises a first
side panel 12, a second side panel 14, a third side panel
16 and a fourth side panel 18 hingedly connected in se-
ries along the fold lines 20, 22 and 24 respectively. There
further comprises a securing flap 26 hingedly attached
to the first side panel 12 along the fold line 27.

[0029] A first end wall structure 28 is provided by first
end wall panels 30, 32, hingedly attached to the opposing
second and fourth side panels 14 and 18. Preferably,
there comprises a pair of first end minor flaps 34, 36
hingedly attached to the opposing first and third side pan-
els 12 and 16 respectively. An access structure 38 is
provided by access panels 40, 42, hingedly attached to
the second and fourth side panels 14 and 18 respectively,
and access flaps 46, 48 hingedly attached to the first and
third side panels 12 and 16 respectively. The access pan-
els 40, 42 comprise curved cut lines 21a, 21b and 21c,
21drespectively. The curved cutlines 21a, 21b are joined
by afold line 23a. The curved cutlines 21c, 21d are joined
by afold line 23b. Aline of perforation 25ajoins the curved
cut 21a to the intersection of the folds 20 and 41. A line
of perforation 25b joins the curved cut 21b to the inter-
section of the folds 22 and 41. A line of perforation 25c
joins the curved cut 21c to the intersection of the folds
24 and 43. A line of perforation 25d joins the curved cut
21d to the intersection of the fold 23 and the outer edge
29 of the fourth side panel 18.

[0030] Optional apertures 44 may be provided through
one or more of the side panels 12, 14, 16, 18, such that
in use, the user can see the contents of the carton. The
aperture 44 may be closed by a transparent material.
[0031] One further embodiment of the present inven-
tion is apparent through the Figures identified above and
is a method of dispensing articles, said method compris-
ing: providing a carton comprising one or more articles
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contained therein, a vertical dispensing structure having
an elongate member said elongate member comprising
a first distal end and a second end engageable with a
terminal article, and an upper aperture; providing force
to said elongate member to effect the upward movement
of said vertical dispensing structure and said articles; and
retrieving the uppermost article through said upper ap-
erture. Each of the features of the embodiments of the
carton(s) and package(s) identified above and below may
be incorporated into the method of dispensing articles
disclosed thus, allowing for various embodiments of the
method of dispensing articles.

[0032] Referring nowto Figures 2,2A and 2B, avertical
dispensing insert 51 is provided by a second blank. A
first handle panel 50 is hingedly attached to an elevation
panel 52a along a fold line 54a. Elevation flaps 56a, 56b
are further hingedly attached to the elevation panel 52a
along the fold lines 58a, 58b, and are defined at their
outer edges by the cut lines 60a, 60b. Preferably, the cut
lines 60a and 60b define a first angle with the fold lines
58a and 58b respectively. Preferably, the first angle
measures approximately 45°.

[0033] Gusset flaps 62a, 62b are hingedly attached to
the sides of the handle panel 50 along the fold lines 66a,
66b respectively. The gusset flaps 62a, 62b are prefer-
ably partially defined by cut lines 68a, 68b respectively,
each of the cut lines 68a, 68b being coaxial with the fold
line 54a. The gusset flaps 62a, 62b are divided into gus-
set sides 70a, 70b and gusset closure tabs 72a, 72b by
fold lines 74a, 74b. Each of these fold lines 74a, 74b
defines a second angle with the cut lines 68a, 68b re-
spectively. Preferably, the second angle is of equal mag-
nitude to the first angle. More preferably, the second an-
gle is approximately 45°

[0034] Optionally, a handle aperture 76a may be
formed in the handle panel 50. Preferably, the handle
76a comprises a cut line 78 which forms all but one side
of a planar shape. The final side of this planar shape
comprises a fold line 80, to define a handle flap 82.
[0035] In a preferred embodiment, a second handle
panel 84 is hingedly attached to the first handle panel 50
along a fold line 86. The second handle panel is prefer-
ably a mirror image of the first handle panel 50, being
hingedly attached to corresponding gusset flaps 62c¢, 62d
and an elevation panel 52b. The elevation panel 52b be-
ing, in turn, hingedly attached to elevation flaps 56c¢, 56d.
Preferably, the complete second blank is symmetric
about fold line 86.

[0036] Inorderto form the completed carton in flat col-
lapsed condition from the blanks, a simple folding and
gluing procedure is required. The folding and gluing op-
erations can be performed in one or more straight-line
machines, so that the carton is not required to be rotated
or inverted to complete its construction. The folding proc-
ess is not limited to that described below and can be
altered according to particular manufacturing require-
ments.

[0037] Information of the flat carton from the first blank
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10, the securing flap 26 is folded inwardly along the fold
line 27. Preferably, glue or some other securing means
is provided along the securing flap 26. Glue or other se-
curing means may also be provided along the outer edge
of the fourth side panel 18. The first blank 10 is then
folded along the fold line 22 to bring the fourth side panel
18 into face contacting arrangement with the securing
flap 26, to provide a tubular structure, and is secured
thereto by the glue or other such securing means as used.
Thus, the carton is in a flat collapsed form ready to be
supplied to an end user or converting plant for loading,
or to move on to the next stage of the construction and
erecting process.

[0038] Inconstruction of the dispensing means 51 from
the second blank, the first handle panel 50 and second
handle panel 84 are folded along the fold line 86 to effect
a back-to-back formation. Glue may have been applied
to points on the rear of one or each of the first and second
handle panels 50, 84 to secure them in back-to-back for-
mation. The elevation panel 52a is then folded outwardly
along the fold line 54a. The elevation flaps 56a, 56b are
also folded outwardly along the fold lines 58a, 58b re-
spectively, as are the gusset flaps 62a, 62b along the
fold tines 66a, 66b respectively. Glue is applied to the
gusset closure tabs 72a, 72b. The elevation flaps 56a,
56b are then brought into face contacting arrangement
with the gusset closure tabs 72a, 72b respectively to se-
cure the elevation panel 52a in a position substantially
perpendicular to the first handle panel 50, supported by
the gusset structure 88a. The process is then repeated
to the secure elevation panel 52b in a position perpen-
dicular to the second handle panel 84, supported by the
gusset structure 88b.

[0039] For ease of packing and transit before use, the
gusset structures 88a, 88b can be flattened by folding
along the fold lines 74a, 74b, 74c, 74d, such that the
elevation panels 52a, 52b are in face contacting arrange-
ment with the handle panels 50, 84. The flattened dis-
pensers may then be packed more efficiently into stor-
age.

[0040] In constructing the ends of the carton 90, the
first end flaps 34, 36 are folded inwardly along the fold
lines 35, 37 respectively, and glue or some other securing
means is provided along the first end flaps 34, 36. The
first end panels 30, 32 are then folded inwardly along the
fold lines 31, 33 respectively to bring each of the first end
panels 30, 32 into face contacting arrangement with a
portion of the first end flaps 34, 36. The first end panels
30, 32 are then secured, between them covering the en-
tire width between opposing side panels.

[0041] Figure 3 shows the carton 90, with the access
structure 38 open, ready for loading. Figure 3A shows
the completed dispensing insert 51. The dispensing in-
sert 51 fits snugly inside the carton 90 and as such is
placed inside in a rest position, with the elevation panels
52a, 52b at the lower end of the carton 90 and the handle
panels 50,84 parallel to two of the side panels, as shown
in Figure 4, priorto loading. Articles may then be vertically
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aligned either side of the handle panels 50, 84. The ac-
cess structure 38 is closed by folding the access flaps
46, 48 inwardly along the fold lines 47, 49 respectively.
Glue is then provided on the access panels 40, 42 within
the areas enclosed by the lines of perforation 25a, 25b
and 25c, 25d. The access panels 40, 42 are then folded
inwardly along the fold lines 41, 43 respectively to come
in to face contact arrangement with the access flaps 46,
48 and thus securing the carton 90 closed. A closed,
completed carton is shown in Figure 5.

[0042] To gain access to the carton 90 through the
access structure 38, the user punctures through the ac-
cess tabs 19a, 19b to exert a lifting force on the access
panels 40, 41. This lifting force causes the access panels
40, 42 to tear along the lines of perforation 25a, 25b and
25c, 25d, allowing the portions of access panels 40, 42
not secured to the access flaps 46, 48 to hinge freely
aboutthe fold lines 41, 43. Those portions of access pan-
els 40, 42 that are secured to access flaps 46, 48 thus
hinge freely, with the access flaps, about the fold lines
47, 49.

[0043] Toretrieve articles from carton 90, the user sim-
ply grips the dispensing means 51 and lifts, until such a
time as the desired article can be easily retrieved, as
demonstrated in Figure 6. After retrieval, the user simply
lowers the dispensing means 51 back to its rest position.
[0044] In some embodiments, the carton comprises a
brake (not shown) for providing a frictional force to the
dispensinginsert. For example, inthe eventthatthe insert
is dropped inside the carton, while carrying a load of ar-
ticles, the frictional force provided by the brake will slow
or stop the fall of the insert such that the articles are not
damaged, and/or the carton is not punctured.

[0045] A further embodiment of the invention is shown
in Figures 7 - 13. The invention relates to a carton con-
structed from a blank 99.

[0046] Referring to Figure 7, a blank 99 comprises a
first side panel 100, a second side panel 102, a third side
panel 104, a fourth side panel 106 and an access struc-
ture 148, hingedly connected in series along fold lines
108, 110, 112 and 152 respectively. A securing flap 118
is hingedly attached to the first side panel 100.

[0047] A pair of first end panels 124, 126 is hingedly
attached to the second side panel 102 and fourth side
panel 106 respectively, along fold lines 130 and 134. A
pair of first end flaps 120, 122 is hingedly attached to the
first side panel 100 and the third side panel 104 respec-
tively, along fold lines 128, 130.

[0048] Preferably, the second side panel 102 compris-
es a first brake aperture 136, defined by a cut line 138.
Hingedly attached to the second side panel 102, along
afold line 146 is a second brake aperture panel 144. The
second brake aperture panel 144 comprises a second
brake aperture 140, which is defined by a cut line 142.
The second brake aperture 140 is preferably positioned
in the second brake aperture panel 144 such that when
the second brake aperture panel 144 is folded inwardly
along the fold line 146 into face contact arrangement with
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the second side panel 102, the second brake aperture
140 directly superposes the first brake aperture 136.
Preferably, the fold line 146 does not span the full width
of the second side panel 102 and the second brake ap-
erture panel 144. Instead, the remainder of the boundary
of the second side panel 102 and the second brake ap-
erture panel 144 comprises cutlines 143, 145, which may
be at least partly curved, so as to provide a male/female
relationship between the second brake aperture panel
144 and the second side panel 102. The fold line 146
preferably defines the extremity of the male section of
the second brake aperture panel 144.

[0049] Preferably, the second side panel 102 is shorter
in length than its opposing fourth side panel 106. The
difference in length between the second side panel 102
and the fourth side panel 106 is compensated in the first
side panel 100 and the second side panel 104 by way of
their trapezoidal shapes.

[0050] The access structure 148 preferably comprises
an access panel 150 which adjoins the fourth side panel
106 along a fold line 152. Side access flaps 154, 156 are
hingedly connected to the access panel 150 along fold
lines 170 and 172 respectively. The side access flaps
154, 156 are preferably trapezoidal in shape. A front ac-
cess flap 158 is hingedly attached to the access panel
150 along a fold line 168 and is further defined by fold
lines 164, 166 and by a line of perforation 188. Access
securing flaps 160, 162 are hingedly attached to the front
access flap 158 along fold lines 166 and 164 respectively.
An access strip 184 is attached to the front access flap
158 along aline of perforation 188, and in turn is attached
to an access closure strip 190 along a line of perforation
186.

[0051] Abrake 195is hingedly connectedtothe access
closure strip along a fold line 200. The fold line 200 pref-
erably does not span the entire width of the access clo-
sure strip 190, instead, the access closure strip 190 is
further defined by cut lines 189, 191.

[0052] The brake 195 is preferably divided into three
by fold lines 202 and 204 such that it comprises a central
brake portion 192, a first brake flap 194 and a second
brake flap 196. The central brake portion 192, the first
brake flap 194 and the second brake flap 196 are pref-
erably substantially equal in width.

[0053] A hinge panel 174 is preferably hingedly at-
tached to the fourth side panel 106 along a fold line 178.
The hinge panel 174 preferably comprises a top edge
175, which is preferably aligned with the fold line 152,
and a hinge flap 176, which is defined by a cut line 182
and a fold line 180. The hinge panel 174 is so dimen-
sioned that when itis folded inwardly to be in face contact
arrangement with the fourth side panel 106, the hinge
flap 176 is substantially aligned with the central brake
portion 192.

[0054] Further provided is a strap 206, which is pref-
erably more than twice as long as the fourth side panel
106 and strap tab 212, for being received on a free end
210 of strap 206. The strap tab 212 preferably comprises
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a pair of tab panels 214a, 214b, joined by a fold line 216.
[0055] In order to form the completed carton in flat,
collapsed condition from the blank, a series of sequential
folding and gluing operations are required and will be
described further with special reference to Figure 8 of
the drawings. The folding and gluing operations can be
performed in one or more straight line machines, so that
the carton is not required to be rotated or inverted to
complete its construction. The folding process is not lim-
ited to that described below and can be altered according
to particular manufacturing requirements.

[0056] Referring to Figure 8, glue or other such secur-
ing means is applied to the second brake aperture panel
144. The second brake aperture panel 144 is then folded
inwardly about the fold line 146 and secured in face con-
tact arrangement with the second side panel 102, such
that the first brake aperture 136 is directly superposed
by the second brake aperture 140.

[0057] In a further step, glue is applied to a first end
208 of the strap 206. The first end 208 of the strap 206
is then secured to the hinge flap 176 such that the re-
mainder of the strap 206 leads away from the fold line
180 and is substantially parallel to the edge 116 of the
fourth side panel 106. Glue is then applied to the area of
the hinge panel 174 not comprising the hinge flap 176.
The hinge panel 174 is folded inwardly about the fold line
178 and secured in face contact arrangement with the
fourth side panel 106, such that the hinge flap 176 and
thus the strap 206 may hinge away from the fourth side
panel 106 about the fold line 180. In this way when the
strap 206 is deployed to dispense articles from the carton,
the hinge flap 176 anchors the first end 208 of the strap
206 albeitin a flexible manner. Whereas the first end 208
of the strap 206 is held securely, by virtue of being con-
nected to the hinge flap 176, and therefore its position
within the carton relative to the articles is maintained dur-
ing use of the strap 206 for dispensing article, because
the hinge flap is foldable about fold line 180, the angle
of the strap 206 can be changed if required. In other
words, the hinge flap 176 secures the first end 208 of the
strap 206 in order to prevent it from being pulled down
the longitudinal axis of the fourth side panel 106 or pulled
loose or pulled under the articles and thus rendering the
dispenser useless; yet at the same time allows for some
movement of the first end 208 strap 206 away from and
out of the plane of the fourth side panel 106. Additionally,
because the first end 208 of the strap 206 is positioned
on hinge panel 176 and hinge panel 176 is folded to be
disposed substantially centrally of the fourth side panel
106, the strap 206 is maintained in a substantially central
location for facilitating balanced dispensing of the articles
and restricts the strap 206 from twisting. These features
facilitate balanced dispensing of the articles. Preferably,
the other end 210 of the strap 206 is positioned such that
it is aligned oppositely to the first sned 208 of strap 206,
this further facilitates balanced dispensing of the articles
and restricts the strap 206 from twisting.

[0058] Inafurther step, the first brake flap 194 is folded
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inwardly about the fold line 204 to be in face contact ar-
rangement with the central brake portion 192. Glue is
applied to the rear of the first brake flap 194 and the
second brake flap 196 is folded inwardly about the fold
line 202 and secured in face contact arrangement with
the rear of the first brake flap 194. Glue is then applied
to the rear of the second brake flap 196 and the complete
brake 192 is folded inwardly about the fold line 202 to be
secured in face contact arrangement with the access clo-
sure strip 190.

[0059] In afurther step, the securing flap 118 is folded
inwardly about the fold line 114 and glue is applied along
its rear. The blank 99 is folded about the fold line 110 to
secure the rear of the securing flap 118 in face contact
arrangementwith the fourth face panel 106 along its edge
116, providing a tubular structure. Finally, glue is applied
to the tab panels 214a, 214b. Free end 210 of the strap
206 is secured onto one of the tab panels 214a before
the other of the tab panels is folded inwardly about the
fold line 216 to secure the tab 212 to the strap 206. Thus
the carton is in a flat collapsed form, ready to be supplied
to an end user for loading or to move onto the next stage
of the construction process.

[0060] In erecting the carton, the first end flaps 120,
126 are folded inwardly along the fold lines 128 and 134
respectively. Glue is provided on the first end panels 124,
126 which are then inwardly folded along the fold lines
130 and 134, each to be secured in face contact arrange-
ment with a portion of both of the first end flaps 120, 122.
The first end panels 124, 126 between them thus cover
the entire width between opposing side panels.

[0061] The access structure 148 is completed first by
folding the front access flap 158 inwardly along the fold
line 168. The access securing flaps 160, 162 are then
folded inwardly along fold lines 166, 164 respectively.
Glue is applied to the rear of the access securing flaps
160, 162. The side access flaps 154, 156 are folded in-
wardly along the fold lines 170 and 172 respectively and
secured in face contact arrangement with the access se-
curing flaps 160 and 162 respectively, such that the faces
of the side access flaps 154, 156 are each held substan-
tially perpendicular to both the access panel 150 and the
front access flap 158. The access structure 184 may be
hinged along the fold line 152 to provide a removable
cover for the carton.

[0062] Before loading the carton 218, the strap 206 is
placed to rest across the fold line 146. Articles 220 are
then loaded into the carton in vertical alignment, such
that the strap extends downwardly from the hinge flap
176, along the base of the carton 218 and upwardly such
that the free end 210 may rest over the fold line 146 and
hang outside the carton with the tab 212 beneath the first
brake aperture 136, as shown in Figures 9 and 10.
[0063] The carton 218 is sealed by applying strips of
glue G to the access closure strip 190, either side of the
brake 195, as shown in Figure 10. The access structure
148 is then closed and the access closure strip 190 se-
cured in face contact arrangement with the outside of the
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second side panel 102, such that the brake 195 pushes
a portion of the strap 206 through the first brake aperture
136, preferably to contact a second portion of the strap
206. The tab 212 extends below the access closure strip
190. The closed, completed carton 218 is shown in Figure
11.

[0064] Togainaccesstothe carton 218, the user need
simply pull the access strip 184, tearing along the lines
of perforation 186, 188. Once the access strip 184 is re-
moved, the access structure 148 can be hinged about
the fold line 152 to open the carton 218, as shown in
Figure 12.

[0065] To dispense articles 220 from the carton 218,
the free end 210 of the strap 206 is pulled either outwardly
or downwardly, shortening the portion of the strap 206
within the carton 218, causing the strap 206 to lift the
articles 220 into easy reach, as shown in Figure 13.
[0066] The brake 195 effects friction between itself and
the first portion of strap 206, as well as between the first
portion of the strap 206 and at least one of the cut lines
138, 142 of the first and second brake apertures 136,
140 and the second portion of the strap 206. This friction
enables the strap 206 to bear the load of articles with no
supplementary force from a user. The articles 220 may
thus be held in a position above the base of the carton
218, such that the user may easily reach them.

[0067] Itcan be appreciated that various changes may
be made within the scope of the present invention, for
example, the size and shape of the panels may be ad-
justed to accommodate articles of differing size or shape.
The brake mechanism may be deployed in other appli-
cations; the number; type shape size and arrangement
of articles held within the cartons may take alternative
forms to those shown herein.

[0068] It will be recognised that as used herein, direc-
tional references such as "top", "bottom", “front", "back”,
"end", "side", "inner", "outer", "upper" and "lower" do not
limit the respective panels to such orientation, but merely
serve to distinguish these panels from one another. Any
reference to hinged connection should not be construed
as necessarily referring to a single fold line only; indeed
it is envisaged that hinged connection can be formed
from one or more of the following, a short slit, a frangible
line or a fold line without departing from the scope of the
invention.

Claims

1. A carton for containing a plurality of articles, the car-
ton comprising a vertical dispensing structure for dis-
pensing one or more articles through an upper ap-
erture, the dispensing structure comprising a strap
having a first end portion hingedly secured to a first
wall of the carton and a having second free end of
the strap, a portion of the strap between said first
end and said second free end being positionable be-
neath a terminal article held within the carton such
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that pulling the second free end of the strap out of
carton effects a dispensing of articles through the
upper aperture.

A carton according to Claim 1, wherein the first end
portion of the strap is attached to a hinged flap which
is struck from or connected to said first wall of the
carton.

A carton according to claim 2 wherein the first end
portion of the strap is attached to a hinged flap such
that the first end portion of the strap is maintained in
a substantially flat position during dispensing of ar-
ticles.

A carton according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the strap is positioned to correspond with the centre
of gravity of the terminal article.

A carton according to any preceding claim, wherein
the carton further comprises a brake for applying a
frictional force to the strap.

A carton according to Claim 5, wherein a second wall
opposed to said first wall comprises a brake aper-
ture, wherein the brake presses a portion of the strap
into the brake aperture to provide the frictional force,
such that the strap is able to bear the weight of the
terminal article.

One or more blanks for constructing a carton accord-
ing to any preceding claim.

A package comprising: one or more articles and a
carton comprising a vertical dispensing structure for
dispensing one or more articles through an upper
aperture, the dispensing structure comprising a strap
having a first end portion hingedly secured to a first
wall of the carton and a having second free end of
the strap, a portion of the strap between said first
end and said second free end being positionable be-
neath a terminal article held within the carton such
that pulling the second free end of the strap out of
carton effects a dispensing of articles through the
upper aperture.

A method of dispensing articles from a carton com-
prising a vertical dispensing structure for dispensing
one or more articles through an upper aperture, the
dispensing structure comprising a strap having a first
end portion hingedly secured to a first wall of the
carton and a having second free end of the strap, a
portion of the strap between said first end and said
second free end being positionable beneath a termi-
nal article held within the carton; providing force to
pull the the second free end of the strap upwardly
out of carton thus lifting said vertical dispensing
structure and said articles; and retrieving the upper-
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most article through said upper aperture.

The method of claim 9 wherein said carton further
comprises a brake and wherein said method further
comprises applying a frictional force to said strap
through the use of said brake.

A carton for containing a plurality of articles, the car-
ton comprising a vertical dispensing structure for dis-
pensing one or more articles through an upper ap-
erture, wherein the dispensing structure comprises
an elongate member with a handle means at a distal
end and a portion engageable with a terminal article
contained therein and wherein the elongate member
comprises an insert.

A carton according to Claim 11, wherein a portion of
the elongate member comprises at least one eleva-
tion panel, wherein, in use, a terminal article held
therein rests on the elevation panel such that an up-
ward force exerted on the elongate member raises
the article for dispensing at the upper aperture and
wherein the elevation panel is reinforced by a gusset
portion attached at a first end of the elevation panel
and at a second end to the elongate member.

A package comprising one or more articles and a
carton according to any of claims 11 or 12.

One or more blanks for forming a carton according
to any of claims 11 or 12.
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