EP 2 113 293 A3

(19)

Européisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
30.12.2009 Bulletin 2009/53

(43) Date of publication A2:
04.11.2009 Bulletin 2009/45

(21) Application number: 09250996.7

(22) Date of filing: 31.03.2009

(51)

EP 2 113 293 A3

(11)

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

Int Cl.:
A63H 33/30 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBEBGCHCY CZDE DK EEES FIFR GB GR
HRHUIEISITLILT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL
PT RO SE SISK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL BARS

(30) Priority: 08.04.2008 JP 2008100785

(71) Applicant: Tomy Company, Ltd.
Katsushika-ku
Tokyo (JP)

(72) Inventors:
» Ehama, Ryoko
Katsushika- ku

Tokyo (JP)

(74)

Nagai, Tomohito
Shibuya- ku
Tokyo (JP)
Konno, Yoichiro
Shibuya- ku
Tokyo (JP)

Representative: Bates, Philip lan
Reddie & Grose

16 Theobalds Road

London

WC1X 8PL (GB)

(54)

(57) Atoycup (1), and a toy dispenser (2) for simu-
lating the dispensing of a beverage therein, which are
realistic because a liquid in the cup (1) gradually goes
out of sight when the toy cup (1) is tilted, and returns
when the toy cup (1) is set on the toy dispenser (2) and
an operating member (51) is operated, as if a drink were
poured from a dispenser into a cup. The toy cup (1) in-
cludes a hermetically closed container (10) and a division
plate (13) dividing an interior of the container (10) into
upper and lower chambers (UR, LR). The division plate
(13) has a plurality of small holes (23) at its periphery at
predetermined intervals for communicating the cham-
bers (UR, LR) with each other and permitting a liquid (L)
to flow, and an upwardly protruding vent tube (25) pro-
vided at the center thereof to communicate the chambers
(UR, LR) with each other. Opening/closing of the vent
tube (25) is controlled by a control valve (27). The toy
dispenser (2) includes a placement base (40), on which
the toy cup (1) is placed, and a control device (50) pro-
vided above the placement base (40) for controlling
opening/closing of the control valve (27).

Toy cup and toy dispenser for simulating dispensing of beverage into the toy cup

FIG.1
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4

A toy cup comprising a vent tube provided at a center of the
division plate to communicate the upper chamber and the
lower chamber with each other, and an urging member urging
the control valve so as to close the vent tube.

2. claims: 5-7

A toy dispenser suitable for simulating dispensing of a
beverage into a toy cup according to claim 1 comprising a
control device above a placement base, the control device
controlling opening and closing of the vent tube by the
control valve.
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