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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux Luxres Hire,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Huntington, in the county of Cabell and
State of West Virginia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in
Clamps, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to clamps and pri-
marily to that type wherein the jaws are
closed or opened by a rotary operating me-
ber threaded on the body portion of the
clamp.

The present invention is adapted for use
on beds to secure the bed clothes thereto or
for fastening lap-robes and the like.

Clamps may be constructed in accordance
with the present invention of heavier ma-
terial for use in machine shops, or the like,
without departing from the scope of the
invention as herein claimed.

For a full understanding of the present
invention reference is to be had to the fol-
lowing description and to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

TFigure 1 is a front elevation of the pres-
ent invention applied to a support, the
clamp operating member being in section.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof, parts
thereof being in section. Fig. 3 is a view
of the clamping jaws.

Throughout the following detail descrip-
tion and on the several figures of the draw-
ings, similar parts are referred to by like
reference characters.

The present invention, as illustrated in
the drawings, is secured to a bedstead 1,
to which is securely mounted a fastening
member 2, but as stated above, it is not
my intention to limit the present invention
to any particular use. The body pertion
of the clamp comprises the member 3 hav-
ing one terminal thereof bifurcated, as at
4, and the opposite terminal thereof
formed into a snap hook 5 having the spring
keeper 6 for quick and easy attachment to
the support 1. Adjacent to the snap hook
5, the body 3 is threaded, as at 7, and is
adapted to receive the jaw operating mem-
ber 8 The operating member 8 1s illus-
trated as a hollow tubular member having
both ends thereof provided with openings,
one opening being threaded to engage the
threaded portion 7 of the body 8. Of
course, it is understood that the operating
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member 8 may be otherwise constructed to
obtain the desired result.

The clamping jaws 9 are pivotally mount-
ed in the bifurcated terminal of the body
3, by a pin 10, said jaws being extended
from their pivotal connection into the body
of the operating member 8, said extensions
being designated by the numeral 11. The
jaws 9 are extended laterally, as at 19,
whereby the operating member engagessaid
extended portions 12 and affords greater
clamping power than if the member 8 were
to engage the jaws for closing the same
nearer to their pivotal connection.

It will be observed from the foregoing
that upon rotating the operating member
8 1n one direction, said member will move
against the porticns 12 of the jaws 9 and
thereby close the same. When it is desired
to open the clamping jaws 9, a reverse ro-
tary movement will be imparted to the op-
erating member 8, thus causing the latter
to engage the terminals 11, as will be ob-
vious.

The clamping terminals of the jaws 9
may be constructed, as desired, but prefer-
ably as illustrated, having one jaw pro-
vided with a cup-shaped terminal 18 adapt-
ed to receive the convex surface of the ter-
minal 14.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:

1. A clamp of the character described,
comprising a relatively stationary central
shaft having one end slotted and its oppo-
site end externally screw threaded, an at-
taching device secured to the screw threaded
end of the central shaft to connect it with
a fixed support, a tubular element of greater
diameter than the stationary central shaft,
rotatably mounted upon said shaft and hav-
ing its ends closed by heads which have re-
duced smooth and screw threaded openings
to receive the smooth and screw threaded
portions of said stationary central shaft,
and clamping arms having corresponding
ends bent to form hooks which are pivotally
mounted in the slotted end of the stationary
central shaft, the lower ends of the hooks

being disposed in the tubular element and :

extending outward to engage the inner sur-
face of one head of the same, the upper
portions of the hooks also extending out-
wardly to be engaged by the outer surface
of said head.
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2. A clamp of the character described,
comprising a shaft having one terminal
thereof bifurcated and its opposite terminal
screw threaded, an attaching device secured
to the screw threaded end of said shaft to
connect it with a fixed support, a tubular
element of greater diameter than said shaft
rotatably mounted upon the shaft and hav-
ing its ends closed by heads which have re-
duced openings through which said shaft
passes, one of said openings being screw
threaded to receive the screw threaded por-
tion of said shaft, and clamping arms hav-
ing corresponding ends bent to form hooks
which are pivotally mounted between the
bifurcated ends of said shaft, the lower
ends of the hooks being disposed in the tu-
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bular element and extending outward to
engage the inner surface of one head of the
same, the upper portions of the hooks also
extending outwardly to be engaged by the
outer surface of said head, the arrangement
being such that upon the rotation of said
tubular element in one direction relatively
to said shaft, said arms will be forced to-
ward each other, while upon the rotation
of the tubular element in the opposite direc-
tion, said arms will be gpread.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JOHN LUKES HITE.
Witnesses:
8. C. FERGUSEN,
Cravupe CANTRELL.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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