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2 Claims,

1
This invention relates to game scoreboards, and
more particularly to a scoreboard for scoring
game points and games in the game of cribbage.

It is among the objects of the invention to pro- .

vide an improved cribbage scoreboard which pro-
vides a single continuous series of numbers for
each player progressing in a definite order and
with a directional arrow for each series, so that
there can be no confusion as to the direction of
movement or proper position of the scoring indi-
cator, which provides indicators which are easily
movable along the number series, but are re-
leasably locked at selective scoring positions
against accidental displacement, and are perma-
nently attached to the board against loss, which
includes separable portions which may be re-
moved for replacement of broken indicators,
which may include receptacles for decks of play-
ing cards, and which is of convenient size and
light weight, simple and durable in construction,
economical to manufacture, and of extremely at-
tractive appearance.

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent from a consideration of the following de-

scription and the appended claims in conjunc-

tion with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a cribbage score-
board illustrative of the invention;

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the scoreboard
illustrated in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a transverse cross-section on the
line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross-section of the
scoreboard on an enlarged scale showing, in ele-
vation, one of the movable score indicators;

Figure 5 is a cross-section on the line 5—5 of
Figure 4;

Figure 6 is a side elevation of the scoreboard
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llustrated in Figures 1 and 2, but modified to pro-

vide receptacles for card decks;

Figure 7 is an end elevation of the scorebeard
illustrated in Figure 6;

Figure 8 is a longitudinal cross-section -on the
line 8—8 of Figure 7; and

Figure 9 is a transverse cross-section on the
line 9—8 of Figure 6.

With continued reference to the drawings, the
scoreboard comprises an elongated, flat, rectangu-
lar body, generally indicated at 18, formed of any
suitable material, such as wood, synthetic resin
plastic, or metal. The body or board 19 is formed
of three separakle pieces, including an intermedi-
ate piece !l having transversely-sxténding, un-
der-cut or dovetail grooves 12 respectively in the

opposite ends thereof, and two end pieces 13 and

14 each having on one end a respective dovetail
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key 15 slidably received in a respective groove (2,
the top, bottom and side surfaces of the end pieces
being flush with the corresponding top, bottom
and side surfaces of the iniermediate piece (I
when the end pieces are operatively assembled
with the intermediate piece.

The body 18 is provided, in its upper surface or
face, with two groups 16 and {7 of longitudi-
nally-extending, under-cut grooves. Each group
of under-cut grooves in the face of the body com-
prises two spaced-apart, substantially parallel in-
ner grooves {8, and two outside grooves {9 dis-
posed at respectively opposite sides of the two in-
ner grooves 18 and spaced from, and substan-
tially parallel to the adjacent inner grooves. The
inner and outer grooves {8 and {9 extend from
one end to the other of the intermediate picce {!
of the body {0, and are contained entirely within
the length of this interinediate piece, and these
grooves are spaced apart so that the two groups
16 and IT occupy substantially the entire width
of the upper face of the body.

The two inside grooves 18 of the group [§ are
inter-connected at cerresponding ends by a sub-
stantially semi-circular, transverse portion 29
which is disposed entirely within the length of
the intermediate piece (4, and are inter-con-
nected at their opposite ends by a curved or semi-
circular, transverse portion 2! which overlaps the
removable end piece {4 for the entire width of
such transverse groove portion. The two outer
grooves {9 of the group {5 are connected at their
ends adjacent the transverse groove portion 29
by a transverse portion 22 which includes g
straight portion spaced outwardly from the groove
portion 28, and substantially perpendicular to the
two grooves 18, and 90-degree curved portions be-
tween the respective outside grooves and the ad-
jacent ends of the straight, transverse portion,
and these outside grooves are inter-connected at
their opposite ends by a transverse portion 23 of
substantially the same shape as the portion 22,
but disposed in the removable end portion 14,

The inner grooves {8 of the group !7 are inter-
connected at their opposite ends by curved or
semi-circular, transverse portions 24 and 25 re-
spectively, of which the portion 24, at the same
end of the board as the portion 28, overlaps for its
entire width the removable end portion 13, and
the outside grooves 12 of the group {7 are inter-
connected at their opposite ends by respective
transverse portions 25 and 27 of the same shape
as the portions 22 and 23 of which the portion
26 is disposed in the removable end portion 3.

The arrangement of the two groups 16 and 11
of four grooves each provides, on the upper face
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of the board 10, two marginal strips 28 disposed
one along each opposite edge of the board, two
strips 29 between each two adjacent inner grooves
{8, of substantially the same width as the mar-
ginal strip 28, a center strip 30 somewhat wider
than the strips 28 and 29, and respective strips 31
disposed one between each outside groove and the
adjacent inner groove of the same group. This
provides four strips 31, two in each group, dis-
posed in spaced-apart, substantially parallel re-
lationship and which are substantially cotermi-
nous with each other.

10

Each group of grooves 16 and {7 is provided -

with a series of score numbers running consecu-
tively from 1 to 120. The strips 3{ are each di-
vided between the opposite ends of the corre-
sponding inner grooves into a series of sixty
spaces of substantially equal length, and num-~
bers running in order from 1 fo 60 are applied
consecutively on the spaces of the two strips 31
between each outside groove nearest the adja-
cent edge of the board and the adjacent inner
groove 18, the numbers running in opposite di-
rections on such two strips, as is clearly illus~
trated in Figure 1. Respective series of numbers
running from 61 to 120 are consecutively placed
on the spaces 31, disposed respectively between
the outside grooves adjacent the center strip 20,
and the adjacent inner grooves 18 of the corre-
sponding groups 16 and {71. The numbers in the
series from 61 to 120 run in the opposite direc-
tion from the numbers in the series from 1 to 60
of the same groups, and the two series of num-
pers from 61 to 120 also run in opposite direc-
tions.

Each groove I8 and 19 is provided in the hot-
tom thereof with a series of spaced-apart,
rounded depressions 32 disposed one depression
opposite the corresponding end of each space in
the strips 31.

The two outside grooves 19, and the inter-con-
necting, transverse groove portions 22 and 23 of
the group 16 constitute a complete or continuous
circuit, and the two inside grooves {8 together
with the transverse groove portions 20 and 2{
constitute a separate continuous or complete cir-
cuit within the circuit provided by the corre-
sponding outside grcoves {9 and the inter-con-
necting transverse groove portions. The outside
grooves 19 of the group i1, together with the
inter-connecting transverse portions 26 and 27
also constitute a complete circuit which sur-
rounds a separate, complete circuit constituted by
the inside grooves {8 of this same groub and the
inter-connecting group portions 24 and 25. Re-
spective slidable indicators, generally indicated
at 33, and respectively designated at 34, 35, 38
and 371, as shown in Figure 1, are disposed in the
above-described groove circuits. ’

The indicators or pins 33 are illustrated, in
detail, in Figures 4 and 5, and each comprises
a cylindrical tube 38 to one end of which is at-
tached a foot 39 of dovetail cross-sectional shape
which is slidably received in a corresponding
groove I8 or 19, but is of a sufficient length that
it cannot rotate in the groove. A ball or knob
40 is secured in the end of the tube 38 opposite
the foot 39, and a compression spring 4l is en-
closed in the tube and bears at its upper end
against the surface of the corresponding knob 48
disposed within the tube. A ball 42 is disposed
in an aperture 43 provided in the foot 39 and
into which the lower end of the tube 38 extends,
and the spring 41 bears on the ball 42 to re-
siliently seat the ball in the rounded depressions
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32 provided in the bottoms of the grooves. The

. pins or indicators 33 can be slid along the out-

side and inside groove circuits to positions op-
posite selected numbers of the number series of
the two groups 16 and 17, and will be releasably
locked in position by seating of the correspond-
ing balls 42 in the depressions 32 at the selected
positions. As the blocks or footings 39 cannot
be moved directly outwardly of the grooves be-
cause of the under-cut sides of the grooves and
the T or dovetail-shape of the footings, the pins
or indicators 33 cannot be lost from the board
and, as explained above, such pins will be re-
leasably. locked in adjusted position along the
corresponding number series against accidental
displacement. - ’

If a pin or indicator should be broken, and it
should become necessary to remove a broken pin
and replace it with 2 new one, this can be done by
removing the corresponding end piece 18 or i4 of
the board to thereby open the adjacent ends of
the inner and outer grooves of a respective group.
That is, if the end piece {3 is removed, the
grooves 18 and 19 of the group 17 will be opened,
and if the end piece 14 is removed, the ends of
the grooves 18 and 19 of the group 18 will be
opened, so that a broken pin can he removed
from either the inner or outer circuit of such
group, and a new pin substituted therefor.
After a pin has been replaced, the corresponding
end piece is returned to its operative position, as
illustrated in Figure 1.

This arrangement makes it possible to pack
the pins separately for shipment to avoid break-
age of the pins and to locate the pins in opera-
tive position in the corresponding groove circuits
when the board is first placed in use.

The two groups of grooves {6 and 17, with their
respective number series, ave to be used respec-
tively by the two players of the game, which ex-
plains why the number series in one of these
groups starts from one end of the board, while
the number series in the other group starts from
the opposite end of the board.

An arrow 45 is placed on the end piece 13 op-
posite the adjacent end of the group {6 to in-
dicate the direction of starting movement of the
indicators in this group, and a similar directional
arrow 45 is placed on the end piece 14 at the
adjacent end of the group 17T for the same pur-
pose.

A short, straight groove 4§ is provided at the
end of the center strip 30 adjacent the end piece
i3 and overlaps the center-piece portion of the
intermediate piece {1, and the end piece 13 of the
board, and a series of numbers running from
zero to 5 is placed in spaces of substantially
equal length along one side of this groove. An
indicator 47 is slidably mounted in the groove 46
and is movable therealong to positions opposite
selected numbers of the series to indicate the
number of games won by the player using the
circuits in the group 6 of inner and outer
grooves I8 and 19. A short, straight groove 48
is disposed at the end of the center strip 30 ad-
jacent the end piece 14 and overlaps the center
strip, and this end piece and a series of numbers
from zero to 5 is placed along one side of this
groove. A pin or indicator 49 is slidably mounted
in the groove 48 and is movable to positions op-
posite selected numbers oi the series alongside
this groove to indicate the number of games won
by the player using the circuits of the groove
group I1. The indicators or pins 47 and 49 are
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the same as the indicators, generally indicated
at 33, and described above.

The face of the board is preferably colored in
different colors succeeding in a particular pat-
tern to set off blocks of numbers in the two main
series, and the indicators used in the circuits of
the two groups 16 and {7 are preferably given
different coloring to assist the scoring and pre-
vent mistakes in indicating the scores of the two
opposed players.

On its face opposite the upper face provided
with the grooves and number series, the board 10
is preferably provided near its corners with re-
spective pads or buttons 58 of a soft or resilient
material to prevent the board from marking or
seratching furniture surfaces upon which it is
used.

The board 19 may also be used as a receptacle
or container for playing cards used in the game

by providing, on the under surface of the board, o4

rectangular card receptacles, as generally indi-
cated at 81 and 5§52 in Figure 6 and in Figure 8.

Each of the card receptacles 51 and 52 is a rec-
tangular, hollow body having a width substan-

tially equal to the width of the board 10, and side «

walls 53 disposed perpendicular to the under sur-
face of the board and substantially flush with the
side edges of the latter. The two receptacles 5{
and 52 terminate at the respective ends of the

intermediate piece i1 of the board 10, and have -

open ends at the corresponding ends of such in-
termediate piece of the board. The receptacles
have a length somewhat less than one-half of the
length of the intermediate piece of the board,
and have respective rear or inner-end walls 54
spaced apart, as is particularly indicated in Fig-
ures 6 and 8. Each receptacle also has its respec-
tive bottom wall 55 spaced from and substan-
tially parallel to the under surface of the inter-
mediate piece 1 of the board 10, and each has,
at its open end, a respective movable door 53.
Each door 3§ is pivotally connected at its lower
edge to the corresponding side walls 53 at the
outer, lower corners of the latter, by suitable
means, such as a hinge pin 57 extending longi-
tudinally through the door adjacent its lower
edge and through the corresponding side walls.
One or more pull knobs 58 are secured to each
door 58 near its upper edge, and extend outwardly
therefrom, and suitable spring detents 59 are car-
ried by the doors on their upper edges and engage
with the under surface of the intermediate piece
It of the scoreboard to releasably latch the doors
in closed position to retain respective decks of
playing cards in the receptacles 51 and 52. Where
the card receptacles are provided on the under
surface of the board, the pads 50 are applied to
the bottom surfaces of the receptacles near the
outer corners of the latter for supporting the
board on a finished furniture surface.

The invention may be embodied in other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or
essential characteristics thereof. The present
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the
scope of the invention being indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing de-
scription, and all changes which may come within
the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims, are, therefore, intended to be embraced
therein,
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‘What is claimed is:

1. A cribbage scoreboard comprising a flat,
elongated, rectangular body having in one face
thereof under-cut grooves extending londitu-
dinally of said board and arranged in two groups
of four spaced-apart, substantially parallel
grooves with curved groove portions interconnect-
ing the two inner grooves and the two outer
grooves of each group at respectively opposite
ends of such inner and outer grooves to join the
inner grooves of each group into a complete cir-
cuit and the corresponding outer grooves into a
separate, complete circuit surrounding the circuit
provided by the inner grooves, a series of score

5 numbers arranged in consecutive order in each

group of grooves disposed between each outer
groove and the adjacent inner grooves and run-
ning between one outer groove and the adjacent
inner groove from one end of such group to the
other and then between the other of said outer
grooves and the adjacent inner groove from said
other end to said one end of said group, and re-
spective score indicators slidable in the oufer-
groove circuit and in the inner-groove circuit of
each group of outer and inner grooves.

2. A portable game scoreboard comprising an
elongated, rectangular body having in one face
thereof under-cut grooves extending longitudinal-
ly of said body and arranged in two groups with
two spaced-apart, substantially parallel inner
grooves and two outer grooves respectively spaced
and substantially parallel to the adjacent inner
grooves in each group, said body also including
transverse groove portions inter-connecting the
opposite ends of the inner and of the outer
grooves in each group to provide in each group
a continuous inner groove circuit and a separate,
continuous outer groove circuit surrounding the
respective inner groove circuit, a respective num-
ber series extending around the space between
each inner-groove circuit and the surrounding
outer-groove ecircuit, and respective indicators
slidable along said groove circuits to score-indi-
cating positions opposite selected numbers in said
number series.

AUSTIN G. LUPTON.
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