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fo (ili 'l'hon it i (ty Conce?", 
Be it in own that I, ELIAS MEAD, of Pas 

saic, New Jersey, have invented certain tin 
provements in Holders for Curtains and the 
like, of which the following description, in 
connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, is a specification, like numerals on the 
drawings designating like parts. 
This invention relates to holding devices, 

and is of particular utility when embodied 
in a holder for securing rolling Window Ol' 
curtain shades in place upon the Tollei's 
commonly used for their Support, but COll 
teaplate the use of any improvenients in aily 
field for which they are adapted by theii' 
nature. 
An ia portant object of my invention is to 

provide a holder of simple construction 
whicl can be readily applied to existing 
window-shade-rollei's and similai' curtains, 
ising that explession in a broad sense and 
without ally imited technical signification, 
substantially, without alteration in the stric 
tire of the roiler, and without the necessity 
for the use of special tools or for the Serv 
ices of a skilled workman, ny improved 
holder being of such a character that it may 
be readily applied by anyone capable of per 
forming ordinary household duties, and 
notable feature being that by my improved 
device the use of tacks is eliminated, ahd of 
any other fastening ileans tending to plac 
Eure or otherwise mar the material of the 
curtain. 
Another important object of my invention 

is to provide a holder of such a character 
that by duplicating it provision may be 
made for the retention in place of shades 
and similar articles of unusual length, the 
plurality of holders thus used coãperating 
without the necessity for special connective 
arrangements. 

Accordingly, in its preferred forial, ny 
improved holder comprises a substantially 
cylindrical member of Spring material. Such 
as spring steel, brass, coppet'. paper, all 
minum, tin, wood, iron or hard rubber, slit 
along one edge to permit the holder to be 
spread manually for emplacement upon the 
device to which the material is to be fas 
tened, such as a window-shade-roller, the 
slit permitting also the passage of the cur 
tain material, the end of which is ordi 
narily given one or inore turns upon the 
roller before the holder is slipped over the 
same. A valuable feature of Such a holder 

SC Constructed, is that the cuitain matelial 
lay be rolled a plurality of times around 
the roller before the shade is placed there 
pon, so that without cutting the material 

of the Window shade it may be adapted to 
windows of different lengths. 

is improved holder is provided prefer 
ably, Substantially throughout its superficia 
a tea, with longitudinal corrugations, to 
yield the maximum holding efficiency, by 
pressing the curtain material against the 
rollel' at a number of attenuated regions of 
contact. 
The various features of my invention will 

be illustrated and described fully in the ac 
coinpanying drawings anci specification and 
pointed out in the claim. 

in the drawings. Figi'e 1 shows in per 
spective a roller provided with holders for 
Window silades, in the construction of which 
iny improvements have been embodied; 
iFig. 2 shows in front elevation on a larger 
scale, one holder of Fig. 1 partly applied 
to a window-curtain-roller, illustrating the 
node of application: Fig. 3 is a view in 
vertical transverse Section of the holder 
taken Separately: Fig. 4 shows in perspec 
tive a similar holder, fully in place upon a 

| Window-shade-roller, with which the holder 
is substantially co-extensive. 

in the enabodiment of my invention select 
ed for illustration and description to enable 
ready and complete understanding of my 
improvements, the part designated by the 
reference numeral 1 is a holder, which may 
be used conveniently for attaching curtains 
Ol' window shades to their rolers, of which 
one is shown by Way of example at 2 in Fig. 
3, the numeral 3 designating the material 
of the shade prope', which latter, with the 
roller, may be of any suitable construction. 
and are herein shown as each of a well 
known type, the roller 2 being of wood with 
the tastial metal end pivots 4, and the shade 3 
may be considered to be of linen. 
The material and contour of the holder 

may be of any suitable character to carry 
out the purposes of my invention. As one 
convenient material and form of construc 
tion, I have shown the holder as comprising 
a substantially cylindrical member of spring 

I metal, Such as steel, having preferably a lon 
gitudinal (pening or sit 5 which permits the 
tips 6 of the holder to be separated readily 
for the introduction of the roller 2, and pref 
erably the material of the holder is cut, away 
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or flared at each end as shown by way of wider or close it somewhat, to adapt the 
example at 7 to facilitate the emplacement of 
the holder upon the roller 2. Such emplace 
ment may be accomplished in any con 
venient manner, as for example that shown 
in Fig. 2, in which the shade material 3 
is shown as wrapped around the roller for 
substantially one turn or layer, with the 
shade-forming portion of the material ex 
tending out through the slit 5. The opera 
tion is completed by sliding the member 1 
along from the position shown in Fig. 2 
until it clear's the end pivot 4, leaving the 
latter projecting in position to be seated in 
the usual bearing socket (not shown), the 
shade operating upon its roller preferably 
in the manner of shades in common use at 
the present day, and no alteration in the 
structure of the roller or socket being re 
quired to permit the use of the holder shown 
by way of example and heretofore described. 
The holder 10 shown in Fig. 4 is of sub 

stantially the same construction as that 
shown in Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive, but is some 
what longer, being substantially co-extensive 
in length with the roller 12, of usual con 
struction, having end pivots 14 and 114, and 
I have shown the material of the shade 13 
as wrapped more than once around the 
roller 12; an operation which can be per 
formed conveniently by turning the holder 
10 in the direction of the arrows. 

It will readily be seen that by turning the 
holder 10 relatively to the rollier 12 and 
winding or unwinding the material 13 of 
the shade, the length of the projecting por 
tion of the shade may be varied and regu 
lated to suit the length of different windows. 
The width of the slits 5 and 15 may be 

varied to suit the exigencies of particular 
installations, and the diameter of the holder 
may be changed by bending the holder, if 
sufficient force be applied, to open the slit. 

holder to rollers of different diameters, thus 
rendering the holder a device of universal 
application. 

In accordance with an important feature 
of my invention, my improved holder is 
provided, substantially throughout its super 
ficial area, with longitudinal corrugations, 
as shown in each of the figures, to yield the 
lmaximum holding efficiency, by pressing the 
curtain material against the roller at a num 
ber of attenuated regions of contact. 
Having illustrated and described my in 

vention thus fully, and suitable means by 
which the same may be put into practice, I 
wish it to be understood that I do not limit 
myself to the specific materials and con 
struction shown and described by Way of 
example, nor in general do I limit myself 
otherwise than as set forth in the claim read 
in connection with this specification. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States of 
America is:- 
A holder for articles of the class described, 

such as curtain roller's; Said holder com 
prising a substantially annular member of 
resilient material to be seated upon said 
roller, embracing the curtain material, said 
holder having an opening to pass said ma 
terial and being corrugated longitudinally 
throughout its superficies to form attenuated 
salient rib portions, crowding said material 
into frictional engagement with said roller: 
substantially as described. 

Signed at Passiac in the county of Pas 
saic and State of New Jersey this 22d day 
of December, 1910. - 

ELIAS MEAD. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY C. WHITNEY, 
JENNIE L. DELANEY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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