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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The swingable closure plate of a wall-mounted smoker’s
accessory is provided with an exterior vertical wall por-
tion which presents a touch bar surface for operating the
closure plate in a position well removed from the exterior
surfaces of the device which are apt to be soiled. The
receptacle proper is in the form of a knock-down liner
built up from several separate parts which interlock to
hold the liner assembled without permanent securing.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to smoker’s accessories of the
wall-mounted type having an ash receptacle and a swing-
ing closure plate therefor. The manual act of swinging
such a closure plate to open position may require touch-
ing a part which easily may be soiled due to its location.

In the manufacture of smoker’s accessories of the type
described it is of importance both to assure economical
construction and to attain a pleasing and decorous ap-
pearance.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to all of the above
considerations, first by providing a novel closure plate-
receptacle relationship wherein the manually engaged
surface for operating the closure plate is vertically dis-
posed and is located well away from the regions of the
device apt to be soiled consequent to use, and second by
providing a liner assembly which in constructed of a
minimum number of parts which, through operative inter-
engagement thereof, do not require permanent fastening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a completely as-
sembled smoker’s accessory according to this invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing the
supporting body and two of the principal components
of the liner assembly;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged front elevation, partly broken
away, of the assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a transverse section taken along the plane
of section line 4—4 in FIG. 3;

FIG. 4a is a partial section similar to FIG. 4 but show-
ing the closure plate in open position; and

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the entire
liner assembly.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is particularly adapted as a wall-
mounted smoker’s accessory and, to this end, includes
a cover or mounting box 10 which may be seen most
clearly in FIG. 2. The box 1¢ includes a rear wall 12,
opposite side walls 14 and a front wall 16 and for pur-
poses which will appear presently, the front wall 16 is
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cut away so that its upper edge 18 lies below the upper
edges 20 of the side walls 14. The rear wall 12 is pro-
vided with suitable means such as the keyhole openings
22 serving to allow convenient mounting of this unit
against a wall or other vertical surface. The cover box
10 may be provided with a bottom wall 24 and addition-
ally or alternatively with liner support means such as
the angle members 26. It will be appreciated, of course,
that the surfaces of the box 10 exposed to view will be
given a suitable decorative or pleasing appearance.

The liner assembly consists of four principal parts, the
units 28 and 30 shown in FIG. 2 and the units 32 and
34, the entire liner assembly being shown in FIG. 5.

The unit 28 includes the front panel 36 and the opposite
side panels 38 and 40 projecting rearwardly from and
as integral extensions to the opposite ends of the front
panel 36. The front panel 36 is cut away along its upper
edge 42 so as to lie below the upper edges 44 and 46
of the side panels and when the liner is in place within
the box 10, the upper edges of the front and side walls
of the liner and box lie in common planes as may be
seen in FIGS. 1 and 4.

With reference to FIG. 2, the lower edge of the front
panel 36 is provided with a rearwardly projecting hori-
zontal support flange 48 and a coplanar flange 59 may be
provided along the lower edge of the side panel 38. The
lower end of the opposite side panel 40, on the other
hand, preferably simply terminates to present an edge 52
slightly spaced above the upper surfaces of the flanges
48 and 50, the purpose of which will presently appear.

In addition to the above, the side panels 38 and 40
are provided with vertical support flanges 54 and 56
along their rear edges which project inwardly toward
each other for locating the unit 32 and which addition-
ally present locating upper edges 58 and 60 as will appear.

The unit 32 presents a rear panel 62 provided along
its lower edge with the horizontal support flange 64 and
providing along its upper edge a rearwardly and upward-
ly inclined portion 66 leading to a vertical portion 68
then to a horizontal portion 70 and terminating in a
downwardly and inwardly inclined stop plate portion 72,

The unit 30 presents a bottom wall 74 having along
its opposite sides the upstanding clamping flanges 76
and 78 and which may be provided at one end with the
downwardly bent hand grip flange 80.

The three units 28, 30 and 32 are adapted to be as-
sembled together and held in place by the mere act of
their assembly, as will appear more clearly in FIG. 4. The
two units 28 and 32 are first assembled so that the rear
end edges of the rear panel 62 bear against the inner sur-
faces of the vertical support flanges 54 and 56 and with the
offset portion 66 of the unit 32 resting upon the locating
surfaces 58 and 60 of these vertical flanges. This will posi-
tion the two horizontal support flanges 48 and 64 in align-
ment. The unit 30 is then inserted into place through the
side panel 4@ to complete the assembly. The aforesaid loca-
tion of the side panel lower edge 52 clears the bottom
panel 74 and the side panel 40 is provided with vertical
notches 82 to clear the clamping flanges 76 and 78. When
assembled as shown in FIG. 4, the clamping flange 78
bears against the inner surface of the front panel 36 and
causes the clamping flange 76 to maintain the rear panel
62 against the flanges 54 and 56.

To provide a frictional retaining action on the unit
30 and also to assure clamping action by the flanges 76
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and 78, these clamping flanges may be provided with in-
wardly struck tongues 84 and 86 which resiliently bear
against the guide flanges 88 and 990 fixed, by their mount-
ing base portions 92 and 94 to the respective inner sur-
faces of the rear panel 62 and the front panel 36.

The unit 34 presents a closure plate assembly and-in-
cludes the pintle boss portion 96 along its lower edge
web 98. Pintle or hinge pins 108 and 102 are received in
the opposite ends of the boss 96 and projected partially
thereinto through the openings 104 and 106 in the side
wall panels 38 and 40, and through openings in ears 101
and 103 struck from front panel 36 and extending through
slits 105 and 167 in pintle boss 96.

The web 98 is outwardly offset in the portiton 100 lead-
ing to the exterior vertical wall portion 102 of the closure
plate unit with the wall portion 102 filling the gap be-
tween the side panels 38 and 49 above the upper edge 42
of the front panel 36 and effecting essentially a continua-
tion of the front panel, as will be evident.

The upper edge of the wall 102 leads to the flat Iand
portion 104 which leads in turn to the closure plate blade
106 and the blade 106 and land 104 are preferably joined
by the downwardly offset portion 108 tending to isolate
the land 104 and particularly the exterior vertical surface
110 of the wall portion 162 from any trash or foreign
material lying in the pocket formed by the stop plate 72
and the blade 186. Thus, to open the closure plate by
pushing on its surface 11¢ is well removed from any
trash-containing region and virtually assures that this sur-
face always will be clean.

To limit opening motion of the blade 106, the side
panels 38 and 40 are provided with inwardly struck tabs
112 and 114. Normal closing action of the blade 106, on
the other hand, is effected by a pair of resilient spring
strips 116 and 118 the lower ends of which are anchored
by the inwardly struck strips 126 formed in the front
panel 36 while the upper ends of the spring strips bear
against the inner surface of the vertical exterior wall por-
tion 102.

As stated before, all exterior and visually exposed sur-
face are finished to render a pleasing appearance. De-
vices of the nature described are used frequently in public
buildings and, as such, often are treated by the public
with less consideration than might be the case were they
privately owned and, consequently, these devices become
quite dirty. The location of the touch bar surface 110,
however, is such that there is little likelihood of its becom-
ing soiled. Therefore, even the most fastidious person may
operate the device with impunity so that, as a result, op-
eration is more frequent than usual and there is less op-
portunity for unsightly trash to build on in the pocket
afforded by the plate 72 and blade 106.

Thorough cleaning of the assembly easily may be done
by simply disassembling the linear when removed from
the support, the liner being slipped into and out of the
box.

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in the light of the above
teachings.

What is claimed is:
1. A smoker’s accessory comprising, in combination,
a receptacle having a top opening through which debris
may be disposed for collection within the receptacle,
a closure plate normally closing said opening,
means pivotally mounting said closure plate for swing-
ing movement into top opening position,
said closure plate including = generally vertically ex-
tending exterior wall portion positioned above said
means whereby manual engagement against said ex-
terior wall portion is effective to swing said closure
plate into top opening position.
2. The accessory as defined in claim 1 wherein said
receptacle includes opposite side walls and a front wall,
said side walls having substantially coplanar upper edges
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and said front wall having an upper edge offset below said
side wall upper edges,

said exterior wall portion of the closure plate form-
ing essentially an extension of said front wall above
said upper edge thereof.

3. The assembly as defined in claim 2 including spring
means fixed to the inner surface of said front wall and
projecting upwardly therefrom into bearing engagement
against the inner surface of said exterior wall portion
of the closure plate.

4. The accessory as defined in claim 3 including stop
means on the inner surface of one of said side walls
limiting top opening movement of said closure plate.

5. The accessory as defined in claim 2 including stop
means on the inner surface of one of said side walls limit-
ing top opening movement of said closure plate.

6. A smoker’s accessory comprising, in combination,

a receptacle including an outer cover box adapted to
be wail-mounted and a liner assembly for said box,

said liner assembly comprising a first unit having a
front panel and laterally projecting opposite side
panels extending from the ends of the front panel,
the front panel having a horizontal support flange
along its lower edge extending rearwardly therefrom
and the rear edges of said side panels having vertical
support flanges extending inwardly therefrom in par-
ailel relation to said front panel,

a second unit comprising a rear panel bearing against
said vertical support flanges and having a horizontal
support flange along its lower edge substantially
coplanar with the first mentioned horizontal sup-
port flange,

a bottom panel for holding said first and second
units in assembled relation, said bottom panel hav-
ing a floor portion resting upon said horizontal sup-
port flanges along its opposite sides and provided
with upstanding clamping flanges along such op-
posite sides, one of said clamping flanges bearing
against the inner surface of said front panel and
the other of said clamping flanges bearing against
the inner surface of said rear panel to hold it in
bearing relation to said vertical support flanges,

the lower edge of one of said side panels being located
above the level of said horizontal support flanges
and said one side panel having vertical notches re-
ceiving said clamping flanges, whereby said bottom
panel may be inserted and withdrawn through said
one side panel.

7. The accessory as defined in claim 6 wherein said
rear panel includes a downwardly and inwardly inclined
stop plate portion partially closing the top of said liner
assembly,

a closure plate and means pivotally mounting said clo-

sure plate adjacent said front panel,

said front panel having an upper edge disposed below
the level of the upper edges of said side panels,

said closure plate having a vertical wall portion filling
the space between said side panels above said upper
edge of the front panel, and having a blade portion
extending from said vertical wall portion down-
wardly and inwardly to complete the closing of the
top of said liner, said blade portion having a free edge
portion underlying the free edge of said stop plate
portion of the rear panel,

and spring means normally urging said closure plate
into engagement with said stop plate portion.

8. The accessory according to claim 7 wherein said
spring means includes a resilient strip anchored at one
end to the inner surface of said front panel and extend-
ing therefrom into engagement with the inner surface of
said vertical wall portion of the closure plate.

9. The accessory according to claim 7 wherein the up-
per portion of said rear panel leading to said stop plate
portion thereof projects rearwardly to rest upon the upper
ends of said vertical support flanges,
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10. The accessory according to claim 6 including a pair
of guide flanges fixed to the inner surfaces of said front
and rear panels and inwardly spaced therefrom, said
clamping flanges having inwardly struck tongues engaging
said guide flanges.
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