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This invention relates to apparel and more par-
ticularly to a diaper, one object of the invention
being to provide a diaper adapted to be secured
about a baby’s body by tapes carried by the diaper,
thereby eliminating the use of pins, buttons or
other elements which are liaole to work loose and
either scratch the baby or be swallowed with re-
sulting likelihood of serious injury to the baby.

Another.object of the invention is to so form the
diaper that it consists of an initially substantially
flat sheet of fabric foldable to form a body having
a plurality of plies and having fold indicating ele-
ments constituting reinforcements for side edge
portions of the plies and formed with openings
through which securing tapes carried by a por-
tion of the diaper are to be passed when applying
the diaper to a baby.

Another object of the invention is to so locate
the openings in the rear portion of the diaper
that this portion may be folded from its upper
end to shorten the length of the diaper for use
upon a very small baby and dispose companion
openings in registry to receive the tapes.

With these and numerous other objects in view,

_my invention consists in the novel features of
cénstruction, combination and arrangement of
parts as will be hereinafter referred to and more
particularly pointed out in the specification and
claims.

In the accompanying drawing forming a part
of this application:

Figure 1 is a view showing the sheet from which
the diaper is formed in a flat condition;

PFigure 2 is a view showing the sheet of Figuve'l
folded;

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the folded
diaper doubled upon itself to provide front and
rear portions to be secured about a baby’s body
when the diaper is in use;

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3, but look-
ing from the opposite side thereof;

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3, showing
tapes passing through slots or openings formed

_through reinforced side edge portions of certain
plies of the diaper;

Figure 6 is a view showing the upper tapes tied
together in bow knots, but the lower tapes left
free; .

Figure 7 is a perspective view illustrating the
manner in which the diaper may be folded to fit
a very small baby; and

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 6 illustrating
the manner in which a shortened diaper is to be
secured about a baby.

This improved diaper is formed from a sheet

indicated in general by the numeral 1 which is
preferably fabric but may be formed of any ma-
terial desired. This sheet has portions in spaced
relation to its side edges and in spaced relation

to each other pinched fogether and creased to 60
form fold indicating elements 2 extending from
the lower edge of the sheet and through these
pinched together portions of the sheet are formed

a series of openings 3, 4 and 5 which resemble
button holes and are reinforced by button hole 65
stitching which in addition. to reinforcing the
openings also serve to retain the crimped portions

of the sheet in face to face contact with each
other. It should also be noted that when the
sheet is folded along the fold indicating element 70
2 to dispose the section 8§ against the interme-
diate section 7 and the section 8 against the sec-
tion 6, a diaper body conforming to the dimen-
sions of the intermediate section 7 will be formed
and this body will consist-of a plurality of layers 76
or plies.

The fold indicating elements 2 not only serve
to facilitate folding of the sheet to form the
diaper body but also constitute reinforcements
for side edge portions of the interconnected plies 80
or layers, this being due to the fact that when
the openings are cut through the portions and
their margins worked with buttonhole stitching
a strong construction will result and likelihood
of tearing the fabric when applying the diaper 86
will be eliminated. Other openings 9 and 10 are
formed through the section 8 adjacent upper
and lower ends of the free side edge thereof and
these openings are also worked with button hole
stitching so that tapes may be passed through 90
them without fraying the fabric and causing the -
diaper to be easily torn when the tapes are
tightened and secured. :

In order to secure the diaper in place about a
baby, there has been provided tapes 11, 12, 13 95
and 14, the tapes 11 and 12 consisting of free
end portions of strips of fabric 15 and 16 which
extend transversely across the upper ends of the
section 7 and are firmly sewed to this section,
one upon another, with the attached portion of 100
the strip 15 -extending the full width of the sec-
tion and the strip 16 having its intermediate
portion sewed upon the intermediate portion of
the strip 15 and its free end portion starting in
spaced relation to side edges of the section 7. It 106
shiculd also be noted that the section 7 is crimped
from its upper edge for a short distance to form
reinforcement 17 disposed at the attached end
of the tape 12 and serving to strengthen the
fabric and prevent likelihood of tearing when the 110
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tapes 11 and 12 are tied to each other in bow
knots 18. This also prevents danger of the tapes
12 being torh loose when laundering the diaper.

The tapes 13 and 14 may consist of separate
strips of fabric having end portions brought to-
gether and folded to form attaching portions 19
sewed to the section 7 or the tapes 13 and 14 may
be formed from a single strip of fabric having
short intermediate portions sewed to the side

portions of the section 7 and the end portions:

free to form the tapes.

‘When this improved diaper is in use, the sheet
is folded as previously set forth to form a body
having an outer layer or ply 7, an inner layer
8 and an intermediate layer or ply 6. The folded
sheet is then placed upon a couch or other suit-
able supporting surface with the outer ply or
layer lowermost and the baby placed upon this
diaper after which the lower end portion of the
diaper is brought upwardly between the legs to
rest upon the baby’s stomach. Therefore, the
diaper when applied will have front and rear
sections integrally united at their lower ends
with the baby’'s legs projecting outwardly be-
tween free side portions of the front and rear
portions. The tapes 11 are now passed rear-
wardly through the openings 9, 10 and 5 after
which they are brought forwardly to draw the
front and rear portions of the diaper snugly about
the baby’s waist and united to the tapes 12 by
bow knots 18 as shown in Figure 6. It will thus
be seen that the diaper may be secured snugly
in place without excessive pressure being ap-
plied. The tapes 13 are passed rearwardly
through the openings 4 and then brought for-
wardly and tied to the tapes 14 with bow knots
to secure side portions of the diaper about the
baby’s sides and cause it to fit properly.

When the diaper is to be applied to a small
baby, it is either folded as shown in Figure 7
cr as shown in Figure 8. Referring to Figure 7,
it will be seen that after the sheet has been
folded as shown in Figure 2 and placed flat upon
a supporting surface with the layer 8 uppermost,
it is again folded transversely between the open-
ings 3 and 4 thereby shortening the length of
the diaper body. When so folded, the tapes 11
are passed through the openings 9, 4 and 3 and
the tapes 13 passed through the openings 5 and
10 instead of through the opening 4. According
to Figure 8, the diaper is folded between the
openings 4 and 5 instead of between the open-
ings 3 and 4. When folded in this manner a
diaper of intermediate size will be provided and
the tapes 11 will be passed through the openings
9, 5 and 4 or merely through the openings 9
and 4, while the tapes 13 are passed through the
openings 3. The tapes 13 are tied to tapes 14
as shown at 27 and the tapes 11 are drawn for-
wardly and tied to each other in a bow knot 26
with corner portions of the diaper folded in-
wardly to cause the diaper to fit snugly about
a baby’s waist. It will thus he seen that the
diaper can be folded to fit either a very small
baby, a medium sized haby or a large baby and
will not be bulky when applied. The method of
folding may be varied as a baby grows. Ends of
the tapes are knotted as shown at 20 to prevent
them from ravelling and also allow them to be
easily passed through the openings. A tab 25
prevides means for securing the diaper to a
baby’s shirt and holding the shirt in place within
the diaper.

I have, therefore, provided a diaper which can
be easily applied without use of pins, buttons or
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other fasteners which are liable to work loose
or be pulled off by a baby and swallowed and
also provided a diaper which when soiled can
be unfolded and assume the form of a sheet of
single thickness which can be very easily washed
and dried. :

From the foregoing description of the construc-
tion of my improved diaper, the method of ap-
plying the same to use will be readily understood.
It will be seen that I have provided a simple, in-
expensive and efficient means for carrying out
the objects of the invention and while I have
barticularly described the elements best adapted
to perform the functions set forth, it is obvious
that various changes in form, proportion and in
the minor details of construction may be resorted
to, without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the principles of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed is:

1. A diaper comprising a sheet having inter-
mediate portions spaced from 'side edges of the
sheet and each other pinched together and
stitched to form folds extending from the lower
end of the sheet and terminating in spaced rela-
tion to the upper end of the sheet each fold
being formed with openings cut through both
thicknesses of the fold and reinforced by border-
ing stifches, said sheet being folded along said
folds to form a body having front, rear, and in-
termediate plies the lower portions of which are
bordered and reinforced by the folds, said body
when folded to dispose its upper and lower end
edges in registry defining front and rear portions
of a diaper and a portion to extend between g
baby’'s legs, tapes extending from side edges of
the outer ply of the front portion and of a length
to be passed rearwardly through said openings
and then brought forwardly and other tapes car-
ried by the outer ply of the front portion to be
united to the first tapes by bow knots and re-
leasably secure the tapes with the said front and
rear portions drawn snugly about a baby’s body.

2. A diaper comprising a sheet forming a body
of a length to be folded and form a diaper having
front and rear portions, the rear portion being
formed with openings near its side edges spaced
from each other longitudinally thereof whereby
the rear portion may be folded intermediate the
openings to shorten the length of the diaper, and
tapes carried by the front portion to be passed
through openings of the rear portion and then
brought forwardly and secured with upper corner
portions of the diaper folded forwardly and the
diaper held snugly about a baby’s body.

3. A diaper comprising a sheet foldable to
form a diaper having front and rear portions, the
said rear portion being foldable inwardly from
its upper end to shorten the length of the diaper
and side edge portions of the rear portion being
formed with openings between which the rear
portion is to be folded when shortened, and fiex-
ible fastening elements carried by the front por-
tion and adapted to be passed through openings
of the rear portion and brought forwardly and
secured to snugly hold the front and rear portions
about a baby’s body.

4. A diaper comprising a sheet foldable to form
front and rear portions, one portion being fold-
able from its upper end to shorten the length of
the diaper, and means permanently carried by
one of said portions for snugly holding the afore-
said front and rear portions about a baby’s body,
the said means also serving as measis for retain-
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ing the said
tion,

5. A diaper comprising a sheet foldable to form
front and rear portions, the said rear portion
being foldable from its upper end to shorten the
length of - the diaper, and means permanently
carried by the front portion for retaining the
rear portion in its folded condition and securing
the said front and rear portions snugly about a
baby’s body. )

6. A diaper comprising a sheet folded to form
front and rear portions, one of said portions being
further foldable to vary the length of the diaper,
and means permanently attached to one of said
portions adapted for engagement with the other
portion to secure said portions adjustably about
_the body of the wearer and simultaneously retain
the folds of the one portion in a folded position.

7. A diaper comprising a sheet having inter-
mediate portions pinched' together and perma-
nently secured to form elongated fold indicating
elements extending from an edge of the sheet
whereby the sheet may be folded to provide a plu-
rality -of layers, the said pinched and secured
portions being formed with openings, the folded

foldable portion in its folded condi-

3

sheet being further foldable to provide front and
rear portions of a diaper, tapes carried by the
front portion and of a length to be engaged
through the openings and brought forwardly to
hold the diaper snugly in place, and securing
means permanently carried by the front portion
to adjustably secure said tapes when brought for-
wardly. '

8. A diaper comprising a sheet having portions
pinched together and permanently secured to
form elongated reinforced fold indicating ele-
ments whereby the sheet may be folded to pro-
vide a plurality of plies, the folded sheet being ad-
ditionally folded to form front and rear portions
of a diaper with the reinforced portions extend-

80

ing along side edges of the rear portion, the said -

rear portion being further foldable to shorten the
length of the diaper, and means permanently car-
ried by the front portion for engaging the re-
inforced side edge portions of the rear portion
and holding the front and rear portions snugly

95

about a baby and retaining the said rear por-

tion in its shortened condition.
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