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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

BENNET C. WILSON, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 

CONVERTBLE CHAIR. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 251,396, dated December 27, 1881. 
Application filed September 25, 1880. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENNET C. WILSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Phila 
delphia, in the county of Philadelphia and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Convertible Chairs, 
of which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein 

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical section of 
a chair embodying my improvements. Fig. 2 
is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a 
side elevation of the chair converted into a bed 
or lounge, and Fig. 4 is detail modification in 
elevation. 
My invention has for its olbject to provide a 

chair adapted for use as an oscillating chair, 
and capable of being converted into a bed, 
lounge, or sofa. 
My invention accordingly consists, first, of 

a chair frame or platform and of a separately 
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formed seat and back, pivoted to each other 
and to said frame or platform, said seat and 
back being further connected by a spring-catch 
or bolt, which passes through a slot in the side 
of the chair-frame or in a blacket depending 
therefrom, whereby said seat and back may be 
simultaneously oscillated on their pivotal con 
nections to form an oscillating chair, the extet 
of said movement being limited by the said 
slot in the chair-frame or in the depending 
bracket; second, in a chair-back made of two 
or more sections, pivoted to each other so as 
to fold together, and in providing said sections 
with leg frames or supports, one of which is 
loosely hung upon the pivotal connections of 
said sections and the other securely or rigidly 
fastened to the lower or outer end of one of 
said sections, whereby, when the latter are 
folded together to form the back of the chair, 
one of said leg frames or supports will fold or 
come between the sections and the other will 
pass beneath the seat or frame of the chair, 
and thereby be concealed from view; third, in 
constructing the sides of Cne of the back-sec 
tions with curved arms or extensions, where 
by, when said sections are unfolded to form 
a bed, &c., said arms will come in contact with 
the chair-seat and raise or tilt it on its pivotal 
connections to form a head-rest, said arms re 
maining in contact there with as long as the 

the finger g in the slot f 
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sections are so unfolded, to form a support for 
said seat in its inclined position and for any 
weight or pressure that may be applied there 
on or thereto; and, fourth, in the general com 
bination and arrangement of parts, as herein 
after more particularly set forth. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, A 
represents a frame or platform of a chair; B, 
the seat thereof, pivoted at b to said fraine. 
C is the back, formed of sections D D', piv 

oted together at d. The section D is also piv. 
oted to the frame A and to the seat B by the 
said pivot-bolts b. Said sections, when folded 
together, are so held by a hook or catch, d. 
E E are leg frames or supports, the former 

being loosely hung upon the pivots or journals 
d and the latter rigidly secured to the lower or 
outer end of section D. The sides d of section 
Dare provided with or extended to form curved 
arms did, as shown, the arm d having aper 
tures or recesses d". 
F is a bracket fastened to and depending 

from the frame A, and is formed with a curved 
slot, f. 
G is a spring-catch secured to the seat A, 

the finger or catch g of which passes through 
said slot fin bracket F and enters one of the 
openings or recesses d' in the arm d of section 
D, so as to secure said section and seat firmly 
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together to form a chair, which may be oscil 
lated on the livotal points b, as shown by dot 
ted lines ac, Fig. 2. The extent of motion of 
said oscillation is limited by the movement of 

of the bracket F. 
When said finger reaches the end f' of said 
slot the backward movement of the chair is 
stopped. - 

His a spring secured to the frame A, as 
shown, or in any other suitable position, so as 
to rest against the lower surface of the seat 
B, so that when the latter is oscillating the 
action and reaction of the spring will impart 
thereto a soft and easy motion. 
To convert the chair into a bed, lounge, &c., 

the hook d is unfastened and the spring-catch 
G released from engagement with the arm d 
of section D. The section D' is then taken 
hold of and drawn downwardly and outward 
ly, carrying with it the section D, which, turn 
ing on the pivots b b, causes its arms did to 
impinge against the seat B and tilt or elevate 
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the same to form a head-rest, the leg-frame E 
adjusting itself automatically to a perpendicu 
lar position during said unfolding of the sec 
tions. When the latter are completely un 
folded a bed, lounge, or sofa is formed having 
legs EE', (the frame. A now also forming a leg 
support therefor,) and an inclined or raised 
head-rest, B, as shown in Fig. 3. To restore 
said parts to form the chair the sections D D 
are simply raised and folded together, during 
which movement the leg-frame Eautomatically 
assumes its position between said sections, the 
leg-irame E' passing beneath the frame A and 
the seat Blowering itself to its normal position, 
whereupon the finger g of catch G automati 
cally passes through slot f of bracket F and 
enters one of the apertures d' in arm d of sec 
tion D. The hook d is then fastened, and the 
chair is then complete. The series of aper 
tures d are provided in order that the inclina 
tion of the back C to the seat B may be varied. 

I have shown the seat and the back sections 
covered with veneering, in which case, when 
converted into a bed or lounge, suitable cow 
ering will be required to be placed thereon; 
but, if desired, said parts may be cushioned or 
upholstered so that when unfolded no addi 
tional covering will be necessary. So, too, if 
desired, the slotted bracket F may be dis 
pensed with, and said slot may be formed di 
rectly in the side of the frame or platform A, 
as shown in Fig. 4. 

In the drawings I have shown my invention 
as applied to an ordinary chair; but it is evi 
dent that a settee or a lawn-bench may be like 
wise constructed to form a rocking settee or 
bench, and when unfolded will be converted 
into a double bed, lounge, &c. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. A chair-frame provided with a seat and 

back, formed separate from each other and piv. 
oted together and to said frame, and means, 
substantially as shown, for locking said back 
and seat together, in combination with a spring 
or other catch, constructed and arranged sub 
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stantially as described, for limiting the oscil 
lating movement of said seat and back, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. A chair provided with a pivoted seat and 
back, the latter being composed of sections, 
one of which is provided with arms extending 
beneath the seat-frame, so that when said sec 
tions are unfolded to form a bed, &c., said 
arms will contact with the under side of said 
seat and tilt or elevate the latter on its pivotal 
connections to form a head-rest for said bed, 
&c., substantially as shown and described. 

3. A frame or platform provided with a piv 
oted seat and back, the latter being composed 
of sections, one of said sections being provided 
with means, Substantially as shown and de 
scribed, whereby when the back of the frame 
or platform is moved on its pivot to a horizon. 
tal position said seat is tilted on its pivotal 
connections, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

4. The combination of frame or platform A, 
seat B, and back C, pivoted to one another at 
b b, and mechanism for locking said seat and 
back together, the curved slotted brackets F 
and spring-catch G, substantially as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

5. The combination of frame or platform A, 
the seat B and back C, pivoted to each other 
at bib, said back being composed of sections 
D D', having arms did, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

6. The combination of frame or platform A, 
the seat B, the sectional back C, legs FF, 
arms did, brackets F, with curved slot fand 
spring or other catch, G, said parts being com 
bined for operation substantially as shown and 
described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereto set my hand this 17th day of Sep 
tember, 18S0. 

BENNET C. WILSON. 
Witnesses: 

ISAAC. H. O'HARRA, 
I. H. O'HARRA, Jr. 

So 
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