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To all chon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. REED, of 

Deep River, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Connecticut, have invented a new Improve 
ment in Piano-Keys; and I do hereby declare 
the following, when taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing and the letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the same, and which said draw 
ing constitutes part of this specification, and rep 
resents, in 

Figure 1 a top view, and in Fig. 2 a side 
WeW. 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
covering the keys of pianos, organs, and similal 
musical instruments. In covering the keys of 
musical instruments with ivory it is necessary 
that the ivory be cut in two parts, A and B, 
joined together at (t. 

These parts have usually been attached to the 
Wood portion of the key separately, the ends of 
the two butting together. In this construction 
the joint frequently opens and the parts are lia 
ble to become detached. 
The object of my invention is to overcome this 

difficulty; and it consists in forming and secur 
ing a lap joint in the ivory to be used on the key 
by forming a rabbet on one portion so as to form 
a shoulder, the other portion setting onto the 
said rabbet and against the shoulder, so that 
When the ivory is laid it gives a surface upon the 

two parts for securing them together; and also 
in making this joint and securing it by attaching 
it to a veneer of Wood or other material before it 
is attached to the key proper. 
A and B are the two parts of veneering of the 

usual form. Instead of making a “butt joint” 
I form a rabbet upon the one part B, as at (t, 
Fig. 2, the shoulder being upon the upper side, 
and by preference chamfer the rabbet to a thin 
edge upon the under surface; then form the end 
of the other part, A, so as to butt against the 
shoulder and lap onto the rabbet. The meeting 
surfaces are glued together, thus preventing 
their separation; and I prefer to attach these 
two parts to a thin Veneer of Wood or other suit 
able material, C, and this, when properly pre 
pared, I fix to the base or wood key, and form a 
joint which it is almost impossible to separate, 
and which, when nicely formed, is scarcely seen 
upon the surface. 

I claim as my invention 
The two parts A and B of the covering for 

keys of musical instruments, when united by a 
rabbet formed on one part, the other part con 
structed to set on the said rabbet, substantially 
as described, and with or without a veneer upon 
the under Surface. 

WILLIAMI. A. REED. 
Witnesses: 

GlEO. A. READ, 
D. MI. DAMON. 

  


