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(57)  The  disclosure  relates  to  a  method  of  monitor- 
ing  a  communications  network  comprising  a  plurality  of 
node  equipment,  eg  switches,  and  link  equipment,  eg 
fibre  optic  links,  in  which  performance  parameters  of  in- 
dividual  components  of  the  node  equipment  are  used  to 
determine  an  overall  performance  parameter  for  the 
node  equipment.  By  comparing  like  performance  pa- 
rameters  for  individual  network  elements,  the  perform- 
ance  of  different  types  of  network  element  can  be  com- 
pared  with  each  other.  Parameters  which  can  be  moni- 
tored  include  quality  of  service,  cell  discard,  cell  loss, 
and  other  measures  of  network  performance.  Each  of  a 
plurality  of  monitoring  sessions  runs  contemporaneous- 
ly,  each  monitoring  a  respective  set  of  operational  pa- 
rameters.  During  each  monitoring  session,  there  are  in- 
put  a  set  of  operational  parameters  (132)  to  be  moni- 
tored.  Data  relating  to  the  operational  parameters  is  col- 
lected  from  one  or  more  network  elements,  and  a  dis- 
play  of  the  data  is  produced  (1  34). 
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