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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Sasven T. Wire-
AKER, u citizen of the United States, residing
at Columbus, in the county of Muscogee and
State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes;
and T do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
containers, and particularly to such as are
adapted for the reception of mail matter.

One of the objects in view is the produc-
tion of a mail box designed to prevent the
admission of moisture and to facilitate the
drainage of moisture which may enter.

A further object in view is the provision
of a shiftable signal which shall be cheap
and simple and susceptible of ready manip-
ulation.

With these and further detail objects in
view the invention comprises certain novel
constructions, combinations and arrange-
ments of parts as will be bereinafter fully
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
is a view in side elevation of a box embody-
ing the features of the present invention, a
fragment of the box being broken away for
the saving of space. Fig. 2 is a front end
view thereof, the signal support being indi-
cated in section. Fig. 8 is a longitudinal,
vertical, central section taken on the plane
indicated by line 3, 3 of Fig. 2, a fragment
of the box being broken away and the door
being indicated as closed. Fig. 4 is a simi-
lar view of the same with the door indicated
in its open position. Fig. 5 is an enlarged,
detail, fragmentary section taken on the
plane indicated by line 5, 5 of Fig. 2, and
looking downwardly.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
indicates a mail box body or casing of any
preferred shape, having a bottom 2. The
box 1 is provided with an intake and dis-
charge end 3 the upper portion of which is
formed of a transverse plate having an in-
wardly inclined portion 6 leading to a door
7. A’ horizontal slot or opening 4 is formed
in the inclined portion 6 and is guarded by
an outwardly projecting overhanging flange
5, the flange 5 being preferably formed by

stamping the material of the inclined por-
tion 6 outwardly when forming slot 4. To
further guard the slot 4 for preventing
ready admission of moisture, I preferably
provide a valve-like leaf 4’ which is pivoted
at its upper edge as at 4”7 and its lower edge
is adapted when in its Jowermost position to
rest against the inner face of the inclined
portion 6. Obviously when a letter or other
article is introduced through the slot 4 the
flap or leaf 4 will be lifted thereby until the
letter has been thrust into the box, where-
upon the leaf will drop to the closed po-
sition.

The sides of the box 1 are preferably cut-
away, as at 8, corresponding to the incline 6.
The door 7 is pivotally mounted on a pintle 9
extending transversely, horizontally through
the box and secured therein, the pintle 9 be-
ing spaced below the lower edge of the in-
clinecll portion 6 a sufficient distance for ac-
commodating the door 7 and the movement
thereof for permitting the door to be swung
to the horizontal position, as indicated in
Fig. 4. The door 7 extends upwardly past
the pintle 9, as indicated at 10, which pro-
duces an abutment preventing the discharge
of moisture from the inner surface of the
inclined portion 6 from passing on into the
interior of the box, the space between the
door 7 and the lower edge of the incline per-
mitting such moisture to readily pass outside
of the box.

The end edges of the sides of the box 1
are formed with inclines 11 leading out-
wardly from the lower edge of the inclined
portion 6 so that when the door 7 is in its
closed position, as indicated in Fig. 3, the
same will be inclined. The lower edge of
the door is provided with a transverse,
stiffening plate 12 which may be suitably
secured to the door in any preferred man-
ner. An aperture 13 is formed in the plate
12 and door 7 in position for registering
with a similar aperture 14 formed in a
flange 15 depending from the bottom 2, so
that a member of a lock may be thrust
through said apertures when in register for
retaining the (5)001' 7 against being opened
by unauthorized persons.

The substantially vertical edges of the
door 7 are preferably formed with a trans-
verse crimp 18’ producing a longitudinal
recess 14’ into which the inclined edges 11
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extend when the door 7 is closed. 'This form
of joint is clearly indicated in Fig. 5 and
effectually serves to exclude moisture.

It is one of the rulesenforced by the Post-
Office Departiment that when a rural delivery
collection box contains mail for collection
by the postman, a signal shall be displayed,
and in order to facilitate compliance with
this rule, a socket 15" is provided at one
side of the box 1, and a pin or bolt 16 is
fixed above the socket to the box and is pro-
vided with a head or wing nut 17. A flag
signal 19 is carried by the rod 20 which is
formed with a return portion 21 wrapped
about or otherwise secured to the rod 20, as
at 22, intermediate the length of the rod 20
thus producing a longitudinal slot 23.
Through the slot 23 extends a pin 16, pro-
jecting from the side of the box, so that the
flag 19 may be retained in its raised posi-
tion, as indicated in full lines in Fig. 1 by
having the lower end of the rod with its
return portion disposed within the socket 15.
When 1t is desired to lower the signal after
the removing of the mail matter, it is only
necessary to 1ift the shaft 20 until the lower
end thereof escapes from the socket 15 and
then to swing the shaft until the lower end
thereof passes to one side of the socket. Re-
leasing of the shaft at this point will permit
the same to drop to a lowered position such
for instance as is indicated in dotted lines
in Fig. 1. ’

In practice, the operator will thrust the
letter into the slot 4 and the same may be
removed by lifting the door 7 and insert-
ing the hand. In the meantime, if during a
rain storm moisture is driven through the
slot 4 it will naturally fall upon the inner
surface of the inclined portion 6 and drain-
ing down such inclined portion will not be
permitted to enter further into the interior
of the box, but will strike against abutment
10 and be drained down outside the door 7.
It is to be observed that the normally in-
clined position of the door when- closed
insures the tight closing of the door, when
released by the operator, regardless of
whether he takes care to see that the door is
closed or not.

In rural districts it is common to deposit
money in a box so that the postman in tak-
ing up or delivering mail can also take the
money and leave postage stamps, and in
order to prevent the coin from being over-
looked or lost in the packages in the box I
provide a coin rack which consists of helical

902,848

springs 25 secured preferably in a vertical
position by means of bolts or rivets 2626
engaging the ends of the springs. When
it 1s desired to leave a coin or coins it is only
necessary to place the coin or coins between
the coils of the springs so that the same
will be clamped thereby and held in view
of the operator when inserting his hand for
removing or introducing the matl. The
stamps may of course be positioned between
the coils of the spring so as to prevent their
being lost or injured.

What T claim is:

1. In a mail box, the combination, with an
inclosing casing, of an end plate therefor,
formed with an intake slot and an inclined
portion below said slot, and a door hinged
beneath the said inclined portion and formed
with an extension projecting into the box
above and beyond the lower edge of the in-
clined portion.

2. In a mail box, the combination, with an
inclosing casing, of an end plate therefor
having a vertical portion and an inclined
portion, and being formed with a slot and a
guard flange projecting from the plate above
the slot, and a door hinged beneath the in-
clined portion and extending past the same
into the interior of the casing, the door be-
ing positioned on an incline when closed,
opposing the incline of said inclined portion.

3. In a mail box, the combination, with an
inclosing casing, of an end plate therefor
formed with an intake slot and an inclined
portion spaced beneath the slot and extend-
g toward the interior of the casing, and a
door hinged beneath the lower edge of said
inclined slot and extending upwardly be-
yond its hinge past said edge and down-
wardly and outwardly and agapted to rest,
when closed, against the end edges of the
said casing, said edges being outwardly and
downwardly inclined.

4. In a mail box, the combination, with an
inclosing casing, of an end plate therefor
formed with an inwardly inclined portion
having an intake slot, and a pivoted leaf dis-
posed within the casing and positioned for
lying by gravity across the slot, and an
access door for said casing.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL T. WHITAKER.

‘Witnesses :
Epcar M. KrroHiN,
Curistie H. FEsLER.
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