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This invention relates to display stands and
has particular reference to a stand adapted for
the advantageous display of fruit, such as bana-
nas and the like.

A special feature of the invention is the pro-
vision of a convertible device which will serve
to display the fruit in a completely exposed con-
dition in the warmer months and may be con-
verted to enclose and protect the. fruit during
10 the colder months. For this purpose I have de-

vised a frame or enclosure with a supporting sur-
face adapted to be arranged near the top of the
frame whenever desired or to be located well
within the frame at other times to permit the
15 fruit to be supported beneath a glass closure across
the top of the frame. Suitable heating means
will preferably be associated with the frame so as
to establish a somewhat elevated temperature
during the colder periods. The heater, further-
20 more, is desirably controlled by a thermostat ap-
propriately situated to bring about a proper reg-
ulation of the temperature. In this way a very
effective display is provided at all times. While

5

the fruit is somewhat less conspicuous when en- .

25 closed, it is nevertheless displayed to consider-
able advantage by the present structure with-
out danger of spoiling due to reduced tempera-
tures. .

In accomplishing the foregoing results I pro-

30 vide a stand and a separable, invertible display
section adapted to be applied to the stand for
either cold or warm weather display. For sup-
porting the fruit I preferably provide a series of
separate, flexible, fabric surfaces suitably posi-

35 tioned for the effective display of the fruit. The
surfaces thus formed are admirably suited for
the support and display of hands of bananas.
An advantage of forming the supports as sep-
arable. members is that one or more of a plurality

40 employed in a device may be replaced without

necessitating replacement of others. Thus if one

of the flexible supports should become torn or
soiled in some way, while the others are still in
good condition, the one may be economically re-
placed. A construction of this character is also
more readily adapted for variation in the number
and size of the pockets employed in a particular
stand. The separate construction of the pock-
ets, furthermore, makes it possible fo provide
more readily for the circulation of air. This is
particularly desirable when the stand is to be
heated. The heating means and control element
employed are preferably also formed as a read-
66 iy detachable unit so that it may be omitted
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when not desired and may be replaced when not
functioning properly.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will appear from the detailed description of an
illustrative form of the same which will now be
given in conjunction *with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the stand with
portions broken away to more clearly illustrate
the interior construction, the stand being ar-
ranged for warm weather display.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the stand as
converted for winter display. .

Figure 3 is a longitudinal, vertical, central sec-
tion through the upper portion of the stand.

Figure 4 is a similar defailed view in section
illustrating the arrangement of the parts during
the colder weather.

Figure 5 is a transverse section through the
upper portion of the stand taken substantially
along the plane 5—5 of Figure 3, and

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 4 but show-
ing a modified form of construction.

Referring now to the drawings, the illustrative
structure embodying the invention comprises an
enclosed frame having a front member 10, side
members 11 and 12, back member 13, and a bot-
tom member 14. The top of this frame is left
open, except for the small, inturned edges 15 at
the tops of the front, back and side walls. The
upper edges of the side walls are preferably in-
clined at an angle of about 30° to the horizontal,
although this angle may be varied to suit partic-
ular requirements. At each corner of the frame
there is provided a leg 16, preferably in the form
of an angle member, which is riveted or other-
wise secured to the frame. While the invention
is in no sense restricted to the use of sheet metal
in the construction of the major portions of the
stand, the drawings indicate such a construction.
This affords a simple, inexpensive and sturdy
structure capable of withstanding considerable
rough usage. A satisfactory construction could,
however, be produced largely from wood or other
materials.

Each of the legs 16 is preferably extended, as
indicated at 17, a distance of 6 or 8 inches above
the upper edge of the enclosed frame. The ex-
tensions 17 of the rear legs may be somewhat
longer than those of the forward legs so as to
provide for the support of a sign or panel 18
bearing any suitable advertising matter. The
extensions 17 form angled guide members at the
four corners of the stand adapted to slidably re-
ceive an upper frame comprised by a front mem-
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ber 19, back member 20 and sides 21 and 22, as
illustrated in Figure 1. These elements form a
box-like frame without top or bottom and hav-
ing the upper edges 23 and the lower edges 24 of
the side members arranged in planes at an angle
of approximately 60° to the vertical edges at the
corners of the frame. This relation is such that
when the frame is mounted between the uprights
17, the top and bottom surfaces of the frame will
be parallel with the edges 15 of the lower fixed
frame. Should the angle of these edges be modi-
fied, a corresponding change should be made in
the angle of the above mentioned planes.

It will be apparent from an inspection of the
drawings that the upper frame is adapted to be
disposed in either of two positions bearing an
inverted relation to each-other, indicated in Fig-
ures 1 and 2, respectively. When the frame is
inverted from the Figure 1 position into the Fig-
ure 2 position the member 19 becomes the back
element of the frame and the member 20 be-
comes the front element. When the frame is in
the Figure 2 position, its top is closed by & pair
of doors 25, or similar closure means, permitting
ready access to the interior of the frame. These
doors may be hingedly secured to the sides 21
and 22 by means of hinges 26. They preferably
comprise a mefallic frame retaining sections of
glass through which the contents of the stand
may be readily viewed. When the upper frame is
in the Figure 1 position, the doors 25 rest upon
the upper edges of the lower fixed frame and are
thus concealed and out of the way.

Referring now particularly to Figures 3, 4 and
5, the means providing a supporting surface for
the hands of bananas or other articles to be dis-
played will be described. At each side of the in-
vertible frame there is provided a pair of bars 27
and 28 extending parallel with the top and bot-
tom edges of the frame. The bars 27 are pref-
erably located at or near the top edges 23 of the
side members so as to be adjacent the top when
the invertible frame is in the Figure 1 position.
As shown in Figure 5, the bars 27 may conven-
iently be formed as bent-over portions of the
sides 21 and 22, although they, as well as the
lower bars 28, may bhe riveted, or otherwise con-
veniently secured, to the side members. Along
the upper edge of each bar 27 there is provided a
series of notches 29 and along the lower edge a
corresponding series of notches 30. Similarly,
the upper edges of the bars 28 carry notches 31
while the lower edges of these bars are provided
with notches 32. These series of notches are
adapted to receive and retain rods 33 and 34
forming the support for flexible pockets 35. The
pockets may be formed of any suitable material,
such as canvas or other fabrics, with or without
8 waterproof coating that will not impart an
objectionable taste or odor to the bananas or
other food supported by it. A flexible netting, or
the like, might also be suitably employed. When
the upper frame is in the position illustrated in
Figures 1 and 3, the rods 33 of the series of pock~
ets will be engaged in the notches 31 of the bars
28 while the rods 34 will be engaged in the
notches 29 of the bars 27. Each pocket should
be provided with sufficient fabric to form a con-
cave supporting surface adapted to appropriately

¢ retain and display the hands of bananas or other

articles. It will be found that a most effective
display of bananas or similar articles will be
produced if the planes passing through the rods
33 and 34 of each pocket are disposed at an angle
of about 45°. It is not necessary in the display
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of such articles that the loops formed by the
flexible members should droop below the lower
supporting rod. In fact a more effective display
is frequently afforded if this condition is avoided.
It will be apparent from Figures 1 and 3 that the
hands of bananas placed in the pockets so formed
and arranged will be displayed from all portions
of a store in which the stand may be located.
The importance of this will be appreciated when
it is considered that the attractive and promi-
nent display of food commodities determines to a
very large degree the extent to which they will
be selected by the purchasing public.

Now, when the stand is to be converted into a
winter display device, the upper frame is simply
turned from the Figure 1 position into the Fig-
ure 2 position. At the same time the rods 33 and
34 of the several pockets are shifted from the
notches 31 and 29, respectively, to the notches 32
and 30, respectively. When so arranged the pock-
ets are disposed more nearly adjacent the bottom
of the invertible frame so that they may ccnven-
iently support hands of bananas, or the like, be-
neath the doors 25. The bananas are thus pro-
tected and are, at the same time, quite effectively
displayed. They are not visible from a remote
point to the same extent as when the frame is in
the Figure 1 position but the bananas will be
readily seen by anyone within a reasonable dis-
tance cf the stand. It is due to the better visi-
bility of the bananas in the Figure 1 position that
it is desirable to convert the stand into this form
as soon as the weather conditions will permit.

In Figure 6 there is indicated a slightly modi-
fled construction. In lieu of the pair of bars 27
and 28 at each side of the invertible frame, there
may be prcvided a single pair 36. This is prefer-
ably formed with a series of pairs of notches 37
along its upper edge, when in the winter display
position, and corresponding pairs of notches 38
along its lower edge. These notches are adapted
to receive rods 39 and 40 carried at the ends of
flexible pccket elements 41. It will be apparent
that when the stand is converted into the sum-
mer display arrangement, the rods will be shifted
into the notches 38. By the provision of a num-
ber of extra sets of notches, it is possible to adapt
the construction to the employment of a variable
number of pockets of different sizes. When

smaller pockets than those disclosed are em- -

ployed, a small gap may be left between the
pockets or adjacent one or both ends, or suffi-
cient notches may be provided appropriately
spaced to permit the variable number of pockets
to just fill the space provided.

It may be mentioned that it is quite customary
in the distribution of bananas to send those of a
certain size to one territory and those of ancther
size to a different territory. This, then, enables
a single standard type of display stand to be used
to advantage in all localities. If it is used in a
locality where the larger bananas are distributed,
it may be provided with three pockets, as indi-
cated in Figure 6. On the other hang, if it is to
be used in a territory where smaller bananas are
being distributed, it may be provided with four
separate pockets. Should it be found that ba-
nanas of distinctly different sizes are being sold
in one locality, the stand may be provided with
pockets of different sizes. Furthermore, this
construction, like the first form disclosed, will
permit the replacement of one pccket, which
may have become soiled or torn, without neces-
sitating the replacement of other pocekts. In
lieu of providing the double sets of notches, in
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either of the forms of the invention disclosed,
suitable latches or retainers might be associated
with a single set so as to detachably retain the
rods whether the frame is in the Figure 1 or the
Figure 2 position. This would provide for the
ready detachment and replacement of the pock-
ets but would not necessitate shifting them when
the upper frame is inverted.

When the stand is used during the colder
months and in colder climates, it will be desir-
able to provide suitable heating means within
the lower, fixed frame. For this purpose I pref-
erably employ a readily detachable heating unit
42 which may be secured to the back wall of the
lower frame by a screw or any other convenient
means. This will enable the heating unit to be
applied to stands whenever desired and to be
omitted from those stands used in territories
where no heating is required. The casing of the
unit is preferably perforated on all sides or other-
wise apertured to permit the free circulation of
air from within the stand around the heating
element. The heating unit may be of any con-
venient construction. It may comprise, for ex-
ample, a base or socket 43 adapted to receive a
lamp or a special heating element 44. In series
with the heating element there is preferably pro-
vided a thermostatically controlled switch 45. A
cable or cord 46 connected with the heating ele-
ment and thermostat may be passed through 2
suitable aperture at the back of the frame and
may be provided with a suitable fitting for con-
necting the heater with a convenient source Of
electricity. If desired the cable 46 may simply
terminate in a plug or fitting at the back of the
frame to permit a complemental fitting on an-
other cable to be plugged in. In order that the
thermostat will not be affected by the radiant

. heat from the heater, a shield 47, formed pref-
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erably of asbestos or similar insulating material,
is interposed between the heater and thermostat,
This may be supported in any suitable way by the
casing of the unit and is preferably so arranged
that air may freely circulate around it into the
heating zone but no heat is radiated directly
from the heating element to the thermostatic
member,

It will be apparent that the heat developed by
the heater will cause a current of air to rise from
the unit and will thus induce circulation of air
within the cabinet. When the heater is in oper-
ation, it will be understood that the doors 25 will
be at the top, as in Figure 4, so that a substantially
closed cabinet is formed from the bottom 14 to
the top of the upper frame. In this connection
it will be noted that the space provided between
the rods 33 and 34, in the Figure 4 construction,
will afford a passage for free circulation of air
from beneath the pockets into the space above.
Generally it will be desirable to provide for a lim-
ited amount of ventilation of the interior of the
cabinet. It may be found, for example, that on
a cold day the moisture of the air within the
cabinet will deposit upon the under surfaces of
the doors 25, unless the air within the cabinet is
kept somewhat dry by the introduction of fresh
air. For this purpose a small ventilator 48 is
preferably provided at one side of the lower fixed
frame and.a similar ventilator 49 is preferably
provided at a higher point at the opposite side.
These ventilators may include any suitable means
for varying the size of the openings through
which the air is admitted. One or more of the
ventilators may be placed in the front, the bot-
tom, or the back of the frame, if desired. In lieu

of the ventilators the lower frame may, if de-
sired, simply be provided with a series of open-
ings of fixed size in the front, bottom, back or
sides. ‘

While several devices embodying the features 80
of the invention have been explained in consid-
erable detail, it will be understood that numerous
variations may be made in the size, form, propor-
tion and inter-relation of the various elements
of the construction without departing from the 85
general spirit and ‘scope of the invention as de-
fined by the claims. If desired, the construction
of Figures 3 and 4 may be provided with more
notches in the bars 27 and 28 to permit a variable
number of pockets of different sizes to be em- 90
ployed, as in the Figure 6 construction.

What I claim is:

1. A display stand comprising a supporting
structure having inclined supporting edges, re-
taining means secured to said structure extend- 95
ing above said edges, an invertible frame having
its top and bottom edges in substantially parallel
planes, said frame being receivable by said re-
taining means in either of two positions inverted
with relation to each other, and article support- 100
ing means within said frame adjacent one of said
planes.

2. A display stand comprising a supporting
structure having inclined supporting edges, re-

_taining means secured to said structure extend- 195

ing above said edges, an invertible frame having

its top and bottom edges in substantially parallel
planes, said frame being receivable by said re-
taining means in either of two positions inverted
with relation to each other, article supporting 119
means within said frame adjacent one of said
planes, and means extending across the edges in

the other of said planes forming a transparent
closure for said frame.

3. A display stand comprising a supporting 116
structure having inclined supporting edges, an ’
invertible frame having its top and bottom edges
in substantially parallel planes, said frame being
mountable on said supporting structure in either
of two positions inverted with relation to each 120
other, means for retaining the frame on said
structure in either position, means forming a
transparent closure across the edges in one of
said planes, said means being at the top in one
position of said frame and being adjacent said 125
supporting edges in the other position of said
frame, and means within said frame adjacent the
edges in the other of said planes for retaining
articles to be displayed.

4. A display stand comprising a supporting 130
structure having inclined supporting edges, an
invertible frame having its top and bottom edges
in substantially parallel planes, said frame being
mountable on said supporting structure in either
of two positions inverted with relation to each 135
other, means for retaining the frame on said
structure in either position, means forming a
transparent closure across the edges in one of
said planes, said means being at the top in one
position of said frame and being adjacent said 140
supporting edges in the other position of said
frame, and a series of separate, detachable pock-
ets formed of flexible material within said frame
adjacent the edges of the other of said planes
for retaining articles to be displayed. 145

5. A display stand comprising a supporting
structure having legs and a substantially enclosed
portion with an open inclined top, the legs of said
structure being extended above said top, a frame
adapted to be retained bs\r the extensions of said 159
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legs in either of two positions in inverted rela-
tion, said frame having side and end walls and
an access closure across the top, said closure be-
ing retained at the bottom of the frame when the
latter is in one of its positions, and means within
the frame forming a series of flexible pockets for
retaining articles to be displayed.

6. In a device of the class described a pair of
parallel frame members, means for supporting
said members at an angle to the horizontal, a
plurality of rods extending between said frame
members and supported thereby, said rods being
arranged in two planes, and a series of flexible
pockets carried by said rods, each of said pockets
extending from a rod in one of said planes to
a rod in the other plane.

7. In a device of theclass described a pair of
parallel, notched frame members, means for sup-
porting said members at an angle to the hori-
zontal, a plurality of rods extending between said
frame members and detachably mounted in the
notches in said members, said rods being arranged
in two planes, and a series of flexible pockets
carried by said rods, each of said pockets extend-
ing from a rod in one of said planes to a rod in
the other plane.

8. In a device of the class described an invert-
ible frame, a plurality of bars carried by said
frame in spaced parallel relation, said bars hav-
ing pairs of notches at spaced intervals along
the upper and lower edges thereof adapted to
receive pocket supporting rods at variable spac-
ing, and a series of separate pockets each having
a pair of supporting.rods engaged in certain of
said notches.
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9. In a device of the class described a frame
having an inclined supporting surface, a detach-
able frame adapted to be supported by said first
mentioned frame in either of two positions in
inverted relation to each other, means within
said detachable frame for supporting articles to
be displayed, and transparent closure means for
one face of said detachable frame, said first men-
tioned frame having an enclosed chamber in com-
munication with said detachable frame when said
closure means is at the top.

10. A display stand comprising a supporting
structure having inclined supporting edges, an
invertible frame having its top and bottom edges
in substantially parallel planes, said frame being
mountable on said supporting structure in either
of two positions inverted with relation to each
other, means for retaining the frame in either
position on said structure, and article supporting
means within said frame adjacent one of said
planes.

11. In a device of the class described a frame
having an inclined supporting surface, a detach-

‘able frame adapted to be supported by said first

mentioned frame-in either of two positions in
inverted relation to each other, means within said
detachable frame for supporting articles to be
d'splayed, said means comprising separate ele-
ments having their adjacent ends spaced to pro-
vide openings between them, and transparent clo-
sure means for one face of said detachable frame,
said first mentioned frame having an enclosed
chamber in communication with said detachable
frame when said closure means is at the top.
ROBERT M. WILSON.
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