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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT GROULEFF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Gray-
ling, in the county of Crawford and State of

5 Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hat-Cases, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accom panying drawings. -

This invention relates to new and useful

1o improvements in hat-cases; and theinvention
consists in the peeculiar construction of the
parts, whereby I obtain a cheap and cfficient
construction, which is also dust-proof.

The invention further consists in the con-

15 struction, combination, and arrangement of
the various parts, as more fully hereinafter
desecribed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved hat-case, showing it open. Fig.2 isa

20 horizontal section thereof on line . Fig.3
is a vertical section through one of the ends.

My case is of that class comprising a verti-
cal case having an opening at one side there-
of and a substantially-semicircular door slid-

25 ing in grooves around the case to open and
close the opening and a series of racks or
frames for the hat-support formed within the
case,

The principal object of my invention is to

30 simplify the construction of such cases and
to render them dust-proof when closed.

My case consists of the bottom A, top B,
connected by standards C, arranged at the
edge of the top and bottom, and standards D,

35 arranged opposite the standards C, but slight-
ly in from the bottom, leaving a space be-
tween the two and forming a rigid frame.
The top and bottom between the standards C
and D are provided with circular grooves E,

40 in which slidingly engage rings F. To these
rings is secured a semicircular door G, pref-

. erably by engaging the upper and lower ends
of that door in a groove formed in the outer
face of the ring. The door at one edge is

45 provided with a reinforcing-strip I of suffi-
cient width to overlap the edge of one of the
standards C and on its front face is provided
with a felt strip G/, secured to the edge of
the strip I. C

“|.opening and closing the case.

J is a semicircular cover or casing secured 5o
to the outside of the bottom and top of the
standards C and forming a complementary
half with the cylindrical door 6f the box or
casing. - Upon the inner edge of one of the
standards C is seeured an inwardly-extending
felt strip K, adapted to bear against the outer

55

 face of the door G and forming a tight joint

between the standard and said door.  Within
the casing and secured to the inner standards
D are a series of cross-frames T, adapted to
support itself.

The parts being thus constraected, their op-
eration is as follows: The case being filled
with hats resting upon the cross-frames L,
the door is turned to its closed position, the 63
felt strip G bearing tightly against the stand-
ards C and forming a tight joint on one side
of the door, while the felt strip K, bearing
against the outer face of the door, forms a
tight joint at the other side, and thus the
hats may be kept securely in the case with-
out becoming soiled or dasty. When it is de-
sired to exhibit the device, the operator moves
the door to its open position,as'shown in Fig.
1, the rings F at top and bottom forming
guides for the door to turn upon and prevent
possibility of binding. By having the cross-
frames L secured to the inner stationary
standards D the hats are not distarbed in
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What I claim as my invention is— _
1. In a hat-case, the combination, with the

top and bottom, of a connecting-frame com-

posed of two series of separated strips ra-
dially arranged, an outer semicylindrical cas-
ing on the outer series of strips,a ring located
in a groove between the strips in the top and
bottom, and a semicylindrical door secured
to and connecting the rings, substantially as

described. .

2. In a hat-case, the combination, with the
top and bottom, of a vertical frame connect-
ing the two consisting of separated radially-
arranged strips, a semicylindrical casing on
the outer strip, and semicylindrical door slid-
ingly engaging between the strips, a flexible
felt strip on the inner face of the outer strip
bearing against the outer face of the door and
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adapted to make a dust proof joint between
the two, and a flexible strip on the door, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. In a hat-case, the combination, with the
top and bottom, of a connecting-frame com-
posed of two series of separated strips ra-
dially arranged, a semicylindrieal door be-
tween the strips, an outer semicylindrieal
casing on the outer series of strips,and cross-
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frames secured to the inner strips, substan- 10
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. :

ALBERT GROULEFF.

Witnesses:
L. T. WRIGHT,
N. P. SALLING.




