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(67) A portable free standing net support assembly
has a pair of side posts interconnected by a spring
headed net assembly under tension. Each side post is
supported above the surface by inclined legs to which
weights are applied to cause the side posts to act as
fulcrums to tension the net assembly.

One or more Aintermediate posts may be
connected to adjacent side posts and/or intermediate
posts by tension net assemblies which transfer a
downward force to the intermediate post(s).

Claim

1. A portable free standing net support assembly
including:

a pair of side posts; and

a spring loaded net assembly interconnected
to the side posts, wherein:

each post has a plurality of downwardly
inclined legs to support the post above the surface; and

weight means are applied to the legs of the
side posts;

so arranged that when the weight means are
applied, the side posts create respective fulcrums to
place the net assembly in tension.
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The following siatement is a full description of this invention, including the best
method of performing it known to me:-
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THIS INVENTION relates to a portable free
standing net support assembly. The assembly may be used to
support  the nets used in tennis or modified tennis (eg.
"FUNCOURT" (trade mark) or "ACE TENNIS'" (trade mark) tennis);
badminton ; modified volley ball; volley ball; modified net
ball; and net ball.

Australian Patent specification AU-E-33754/89
(616007) (J.H.SEYMOUR) discloses a p01table net post assemhbly
which has many advantages over previous net assemblies
disclosed, inter alia, in au-40845/78 (52916%) ( .J.Jacobs).

Its is the object of tie invention Lo provide
consistent forces throughout the assembly and the nets to
balance.

It is a preferred o¢bject of the provide such
assembly where individual poste attached together _r tension
provide a individual support assembly.

It is further preferred object to provided an
assembly where weights applied to the base of the posts which
are incline inward and deflected to the vertical under weight
provide a fulcrum to import tension to the net.

It is still further preferred chject that the
that multiples of the assemble can be attached providing more
than one facilitvy

It is 2till Ffurther a preferred objsct that
extension pieces may bhe previded, or mounted, on the leges tc
enabhle nets to be supported ac & range of heluht~ for
different sports.

It is still Further preferred that individual

posts can bhe used with or without extension pieces and with
or without the net for the use in other sports.,

Other preferred objects will bhecoms apparent

from the following description.




In one embodiment the present invention resides in
a portable free standing net support assembly including:

A pair of side posts, each provided with legs,
each angled at in such a manner as to raise the centre of the
post off the surface.( see drawing page 2)

the posts preferably will have angle inserts

attached to the bottom of the posts, Lo enable the legs to fit
to the posts (see drawing exploded view page 2) Ths hottom of
the post must not touch the =surface once the leys are
attached.’ The angles wmust he place iy such a way as to
restrict any temporary live leoads deflzeting the legs and the
post touching the surfzazcs <u which it le standing’ temporary
live loads weans people standing oo them) IL alse allews for
the assembly to be installisd on any uneven surface without
detriment to the integrilby of the aszssenbly.

the posts zand lths legs will he attached Ly =

¥

connechting elagsticated cord or anv other cuitabie material
passiny from one lea Lhroush the post to the copposite leg and
fized to each L=a by a mechanical mzans (see drawing page 1)

eacl lezg may be tubulazr 0 enable fitment and
prefzsvable have a plasitic or other proteciion caps to prevent
marking of the surface (gee drawing page 1 & 2)

ezch extreme post of the assembly zhall have a
weight placed arcund and upcon the post facing to the outesids
of the assembly, the preferrsd methed berag a zox filled with
sand or any other suitablie materizl (see drawing number ).

preferable =ach post may have fixing points where
you can attach ithe net (ss= page 2 & exploded detail:

the net is an integral pzrt of the assembly
the preferred embodiment shall have an spring zttached to the
ner cable (zee er111; page o & detaill B) with hocks attached

iu the other end of the cau1e :
page 6 & detail B & A ela

to the spring and th
fixing purposes( see
ties shall Le placed
and have a hook att
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of the net through
ing opurpeses ( see 4
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page & dstails A,B,C,D,) when the net ig zttached LO thie posts
and & welight is placed upon the base of the cne orf the posts
and the assembly is stretched lketwe=n the Two posts and ths
second weights is placed upcn the sagond veost which . ean
slightly incline to cresate 2z fulcrum the zssembly 1 in
tension when the weight is applied aznd ithe second pos . oW
in the vertical ensuring tlaf the net hetween the two posts
are btaut {see drawing paye 5]

— >
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preferable the net shall have a spring attached to
the net with elastic ties to ensure ant sudden side load
applied to the assemble will be absorbed without disturbing
the assenbly.

g one or more extensions may be provided on,or mounted
i on, the posts to enalble the net to be set at a range of
ﬁ heights and may be telescopically slidable in or on the legs
(see drawing page 4).

one or more assemilies can be placed side by side
to make a multiiple assembly requiring only ons weighted sox facing
outward on the external poshks cof the multiple acsscemble Lo providing
the stability and tensions required ( =zze drawing page 5)

ons or more azssmbllies can be place zides by sids
using extensions to provids other sports Mat placing additionzal
- |

18 vieighted sox's at Lhe hobbom <f is extended and the
i external post of the assembly added egtability and
<

tensions required (see page 1)

one vr more of the posts can be used withcut a
nei and with or without eztensions for use in other sports
or uses (eg net hall, tee ball, hurdle, high jump, and support
posts atc.)

s e e
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General stability of the whole assembly in
space is provided by interaction of the court surface

and the UEIEERNUNNSENNRY ‘cct and the total weight
v

of all elements.

For indoor activities it is preferred that a
soft rubber fitment preferably (suction fitting) be
fitted on the underside of the ends of the feet and base
of the foot means.

Thé s¥stem can be disassembled in the reverse

order to that described above, and packed in a

convenient sized bundle or container for .storage or
9 A

transport.

General advantages of the present invention
include:

(a) when fully assembled, including the net, the whole
system can be picked up as a unit, the tensioned
net locking the system together;

(b) Portability;

(c) 1ligntness

(d) durability;

(e) easily dismountable;

(f£) compact to store and transport;

(g) can be used indoors or outdoors for a number of
sports;

(h) only one net is required for all sports; and
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(i) a shot cord c-=n be Prov1ded in the spacer sections
“CT AW D PosT
22-25 to luc.. the .g!. together for simplicity of

identification and assembly.

Various changes and modifications may be made
5 to the embodiments described and illustrated without
departing from the present invention.
26 [Feeosr
DATED this oEMNSRS day of NN 1992.

. JEFFREY HARRTS SEYMOUR
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The claims defining the invention are as follows:
1. A portable free standing net support assembly
including:

a pair of side posts; and

a spring loaded net assembly interconnected
to the side posts, wherein:

each post has a plurality of downwardly
inclined legs to support the post above the surface; and

weight means are applied to the legs of the
side posts;

so arranged that when the weight means are
applied, the side posts create respective fulcrums to
place the net assembly in tension.
2. A support assembly as claimed in Claim 1 and
further including:

at least one intermediate post having a
plurality of downwardly inclined 1legs to support the
intermediate post above the surface; and

respective net assemblies connecting the or
each intermediate post to adjacent sides or intermediate
posts;

so arranged that the tension through the net
assemblies applies a downward force on the or each
intermediate post.
3. A

wherein:

support assembly as claimed in Claim 1
the inclined legs are releasably detachable
from angled inserts on the side posts; and
elasticated cord connects the inclined legs
to the side posts;
so arranged that the inclined legs may be
detached from the angled inserts and laid along the
side posts for transport or storage.
DATED tiiis sixteenth day of March 1993.
JEFFREY HARRIS SEYMOUR,
By his Patent Attorneys,

GRANT ADAMS & COMPANY.
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ABSTRACT

A portable free standing net support assembly
has a pair of side posts interconnected by a spring
headed net assembly under tension. Each side post is
supported above the surface by inclined legs to which
weights are applied to cause the side posts to act as
fulcrums to tension the net assembily.

One or nmore intermediate posts may Dbe
connected to adjacent side posts and/or intermediate
posts by tension net assemblies which transfer a
downward force to the intermediate post(s).
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"ACE TENNIS" MULTI-COURT SYSTEM

EXPLODED DETAILS
OF BOTTOM POST C

Shot Cord

B 2O

Fixing Point

Welded Angle Insert

Shot Cord Clip

FRONT ELEVATION
OF SINGLE POST

VAR

< Post Cap
D

< Post
D

Plastic Cap

(PAGE 2)




2/1?7/-’»-‘- Z

EXPLODED DETAILS

"ACE TENNIS" MULTI-COURT/MULTI-SPORT SYSTEM

__/'\_/_,
OF BOTTOM POST

2/6

Hole through Fost (through both sides)

Fixing Point

Welded Angle Insert

Shot Cord Protection Sleeve

Sho Cord Clip

FRONT ELEVATION
OF SINGLE POST

Q < Extension Fost 2
<+— Extension Post 1
d *
C s <D Spring Push Button Clip
[ J
+«—— FPost
®
Spring Push Button Clip

° <

D




ol
o

—

FUNCOURT MULTI-COURT/MULTI-SPORT SYSTEM
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