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(57) Abstract

A method of encoding image signals, by which the quality of moving images is improved at a low bit
rate. For every picture element, the dynamic range of the image signal is compressed and subjected to orthogonal
transformation. Coefficient data obtained by orthogonal transformation are quantized with a first quantization scale.
Of the first quantized data quantized, those which are not zero are quantized with a second quantization scale which
is smaller than the first quantization scale. As a result, the quality of moving images can be improved further.
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